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THEATER NUCLEAR FORCES: F'SDERAL RP-“jo.IC OF GERMANY 


VAGUENESS OF DATA ON USSR'S SS-20 MISSILE NOTED 
Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG in German 13-14 Oct 79 p 3 


[Text] Munich, 12 October. Leonid Brezhnev has provided the best evidence 
so far: In his Berlin disarmarent speech the Soviet head of state and 
party chief demonstrated convincingly to the Western pubiic that the 

SS-20 medium-range rocket really exists--that missile which in the view 

of NATO is aimed in increasing numbers at Europe and is thereby creating 

a new dimension of the “threat,” which must be balanced, argues the 
Western defense alliance, by building a counterthreat with its own weapons 
(in particular the stationing of the American Pershing II rockers in Central 
Europe). 


Actually Brezhnev formulated the passage in question more soothingly: 

As "Chairman of the defense council of the USSR" he stated “categorically” 
that “in the last 10 years the number of nuclear delivery vehicles of 
medium range on the territory of the European part of the Soviet Union 

has not been increased by a single rocket, a single aircraft": on the 
contrary, the “number of launchers for medium-range rockets and the power 
of the nuclear charges" of these rockets have “even declined somewhat." 
But experts in the field discover precisely in these hesitant observations 
decisive evidence for the existence of the SS-20. Reequiprent with the 
new rocket is shown by the fact that no new carriers are necessary, because 
they put the SS-20 on the already available ramps of the obsolete SS-4 and 
SS-5. The “power of the nuclear charges" can even be slightly reduced, 
because the SS-20 flies further and hits more accurately than its pre- 
decessors, and furthermore contains three explosive warheads instead of only 
one. 


The Pentagon gave an irritated assessment of the relevant passage of the 
Brezhnev speech: “substantively accurate, but misleading nevertheless.” 

But really NATO should have been thankful to the chairman of the Soviet 
defense council for having not disputed the existence of the SS-20, but rather 
having (if indirectly) confirmed it. For although the Pentagon and other 
Western defense ministries have been swearing to the threat of the Sf-20 

for half a decade, they have not yet presented a photo of the rocket to the 
public. In the war of psychological intimidation between East and West, 


in which illustrations of new systens are eagerly seized upon, analyzed, 
and disseminated in justification of one's own armaments, such a gap is 


unusual. 











A Curious Photographic Gap 


The picture of the SS-29 is faint. Technical details have indeed been an- 
nounced, which have been more or less borrowed [fram knowledge of the SS-16 
(the SS-20 is a further development of the SS-16), and they have been 
stressing repeatedly the “enormous improvements in quality” of the new 
weapon, but no one has gotten to see it. Apparently there are no genuine 
photos available even in the German defense ministry in Bonn's Hardthoehe. 
At all events one hears of so-called phantom pictures, or reconstructed 
drawings. German military men do not appear to have had any authentic 
illustration of the much cited rocket in their hands. In any case 
defense minister Hans Apel was presented with such a demonstration and 
display piece in a very rescricted group during a “briefing” in the 
United States. “The Americans do have such photos," they say in the 
ministry. 


When the official military periodical NATO'S FIFTEEN NATIONS, edited in 
London, published a comprehensive article on the SS-20 at the beginning 

of the year, they made use in the illustrations of a rough sketch of the 
ominous object, from which nothing more could be gained than the fact 

that the new rocket is really a rocket. Since 10 months later, and after 
an intensive SS-20 discussion, the picture situation still has not improved, 
peace researcher Hans Guenter Brauch has publicly called attention to this 
curious photographic gap. Even such a recent, and richly illustrated 
standard work as the book "Die Sowjetische Militaermacht™ [Soviet Military 
Power) just published by the Bayreuth Bondrom Verlag, has to omit a 
portrait of the rocket. , 


The SS-20 has nevertheless been publicly discussed since 1975. One year 
later the U.S. president presented it to Congress as a dangerous Soviet 
modernization measure. Reconnaissance results of the intelligence satellite 
Big Bird are said to have served as the basis of knowledge. Such 
documentary photos would therefore have to have been made available, 
especially when they argue that the Soviet Union makes the most of new 
weapons systems with photos in their publications. Furthermore, satellite 
pictures form the decisive support for all numerical data on the SS-20 
rockets heretofore taken for granted. 


Even if one no longer doubts the existence of the SS-20 (Brezhnev removed 
the last doubts), one must ask whether the «stern experts are not working 
with phantom figures in their estimates of its strength and how realistic 
their SS-20 statistics are on the whole. Some 100 to 120 rockets of this 
type are said to have been set up already. The estimates of the expected 
annual increase quotas vary widely. A great field of maneuver for the 
depiction of the threat and for countervailing armament exists here. 
Strenuous efforts are required before they come up with a precise picture. 
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REASONS FOR FRE\CH PARTICIPATION Is SALT 3 N\BQOTIATIONS 
Paris LE MONDE in French 9-10 Sep 79 p2 


[article by Savoy socialist deputy Jean-Pierre Cot: “france Should Partici- 
pate in SALT 3”] 


Lent Burope is that region of the world where tho greatest volume of 
estructive forces of every kind is accumulated, in a very confined geo- 
graphical area. Burope is considered to be the region par excellence where 
a limited nuclear conflict could take place between the superpowers ( lisited 
for them, that is, but disastrous for us). 


Under these conditions, a refusal even to consider the proposition that 
France could participate in the SALT 3 negotiations (which for the first 
time will take up the problem of theater-based arms launched from Burope 
toward Burope) is an absurdity--and yet this is the position of the govern- 
merit. It is both illogical and dangerow to deal with the problem of the 
security of Burope without the presence of the Buropeans. The socialists 
must strive to have France participate in SALT 3. 


The socialist tradition always prefers that international disputes be re- 
solved by discussion rather than by force. We ave pleased toijay to note 
that France finally occupies ite rightful place on the disarmament committee 
of the Ub. 


Ve regret that Giscard d'Estaing’s proposals for a new conference on disarma- 
ment in Burope seek to restrict the conferencc to a discussion of conven- 
tional arms only, as if the nuclear forces did not constitute the principal 
element of the threat that hangs over us. in its proposals for updating the 
joint progres, the PS [Socialist Party] had written: “The government will 
come forward #ith every possible initiative to expand the SALT negotiations 
to all other nuclear powers, including France, at the moment required by the 
state of the negotiations.” 


This attitude will perhaps make skeptics smile. Can France reaily spire to 


be a participant in accords of this type between to states whose « 
is so much greater than ours? Ss cum eaun, he vanctien oF Ge ae 

















ver loons the basic and relatively new, fact that the French nuclear deter- 

rent force has been accorded a messure of credibi’it.. The socialists should 
propose to => kc this weapon of war a weapon of mace, that is to say, to use 
unlike our present governmgent leaders) our meabership in the “s=<‘lear club” 
to obtain full participation in the talke dealing with the control and liai- 
tation of these aras! 


Full participation: this is the sole vondition we intend to attach to 
participation by ocr country in SALT 3. it is quite c‘wiously out of the 
question for this participation to be implemented--either directly or ‘ndi- 
rectly--by expanding the American delegation to make it in some sense a 
“Western” delegation, for that would serve merely to reinforce the very 
thing we intend to persist in challenging, namely the policy of “blocs” and 
the consequence of that policy: the division of Swrone. “Full participation” 
therefore means, in our view, that France cannot participate in the SALT 3 
negotiations unless it has the same rights and same obligations as the United 
States and the Soviet Union. For the specialists in these negotiations, this 
means that the French nuclear deterrent must be recognised as a “central 
System,” that is to say, a deterrence system capable in any hypothetical 
situation of reaching the territory of the potential enemy, rather than 
merely an extra element added to th» «©: \ng military capacity of NATO. 

Are the United States and Soviet Ur in likely to agree to such an arrange- 
ment’ The ATO countries have ack: »ladgei that the French striking force 

is capable of "playing a role of ite «4 that would contribute to the 
overall strengthening of the deterrence capacity of the alliance.” This 
amounts to an implicit acceptance cf the view that the French nuclear force 
is in the nature of a “central systes.” 


As for the USSR, ite well-known desire to see this force included in future 
discussions should lead it also to acknowleige this reality, although it 
would be paradoxical for the Soviets to ins.st that France be considered in 
SALT 3 ar integrated into NATO when they have so often hailed France's 
departure in 1967 from that integrated ailitary organisation. 


Imdiependently of the very strong logic behind the call for participation by 
our country in SALT 3 (once again, how can anyone conceive of a discussion 
of Buropean sewurity taking place behind our uack, a discussion about which 
we would learn only what the Americans or the Soviets would choose to tell 
us’), it remains for us--in order to strengthen the position we are advocat- 
ing--to underteke an evaluation of the dangers (and the opportunities) that 
are linked to this orientation. 


Credibility... 


The dangers are basically two in number: first, the danger that France 
might be set back, without eny compensating factor, to a point below the 
threshold of nuclear credibility which it has today attained; and second, 
the dan er that our country will be revealed as incapable of maintaining in 
|} cactic the position to which it has aspired. Let us exapine these dangers 
closely. 























The first danger can be summarized by means of the following type of argu- 
mentation. The United States anid the Soviet Union are able to renounce-- 
without affecting their own defense capability--a percentage, or a given 
number, of missiles or nuclear warheads sause their “overkill” capacity 

is now So great, whereas the same requirement applied to our country would 
leave us virtually disarmed. This ;rgument appears strong but proves to 

be unfounded, first of all because SALT 3-- just as its predecessors SALT i 
and SALT 2--has every chance of eventuating in ne,otiations with respect to 
@ weapons “ceiling” (so many missiles in a given category, so many warheads 
for a given power). It is perfectly obvious, for example, that France would 
have been able without difficulty to subscribe to that part of the SALT 2 
agreement which limits to 2,250 the number of strategic vectors authorized. 
Moreover, it now seems obvious that the SALT 3 agreements will deal as much 
\if not more) with the limitation of weapons that do not yet exist, at least 
in operational form. The negotiations will not be able to restrict us 
beyond the point that we deem acceptable. 


«+eAnd Verification 


The second danger relates to the problem of verification, which lies at the 
heart of all the SALT talks. it is around the question, “can we be 100 
percent sure that the USSR will live up to its commitments?” that the Ameri- 
can hawks will mainly center their campaign against ratification of SALT 2. 
It so happens that because the USSR stubbornly rejects every form of “on 
site" control, verification today means observation satellites--systems 
which France does not possess at the present time. However, aside from the 
fact that the construction and launching of such satellites are expected to 
taks place before the expiration of SALT 2 there is one area in which the 
countries belonging to the Buropean Space Agency could advantageously combine 
their technological skills: the observation satellites could involve 
civilian uses as well as military (meteorology, telephony, mineral detection 
and so forth). 


The new and favorable opportunities that French participation in SALT 3 
could bring, on the other hand, appear to be considerable. 


The first is that France's voice in these talka--the voice of a nuclear 
power, to be sure, but also the voice of a power that is not suspected of 
harboring for itself any hegemonic ambition whatsoever--will be able to 
sway future negotiations in the direction of genuine disarmament. Those 
who will say, for example, that the burden of military budgets should 
amount to a given percentage of the GNP of er~h country, with any surpluses 
being allocated to the development of the Third World, can of course be 
accused of political naivete. We socialists, however, also take pride in 
the fact that we are able to reject these attitudes, which are cloaked in 
cold realism only in order to dissimulate (rather badly) their resignation-- 
or their satisfaction--with regard to the existing state of affairs. 


honetheless, the opportunity which seems to us to be the most important is 
the fact that our participation would have the effect of thawing the European 
“ice jam." To cite only the situation of the majority of the states of 











Western Durcpe, it is clear that the essential characteristic of these 
states is their military dependence on the United States. The case of the 
FRG is, in this respect, almost a parody. Endowed with reconstituted 
economic power and having regained a genuine international audience, the 
FRG continues today to tremble at the slightest threat of a withdrawal of 
the American troops that might be cirqilated in Washington. How can anyone 
declare himself in favor of the construction of a political Burope indepen- 
dent of blocs without wishing first of all to change that situation? To be 
sure, because of the crisis the Germans are today having increasingly sharp 
conflicts between their interests and those of the United States; and to te 
sure, their “faith” in the will of the United States to defend Burope if such 
becomes necessary is more seriously shaken than they will aduit publicly, 
for the danger that the defense by the Americans of the zone of influence 
assigned to ‘them at Yalta will become “unlinked” from the defense of their 
own territory appears increasingly to be a real possibility. In this 
Situation, however, so long as France--while rejecting the “Atlantist” 
concept of the reinforcement of the European pillar of NATO--lisits itself 
to rYalling back to a Maginot line (even if that line is “nuclearized") then 
there will be no alternative. 





Full participation by France in SALT 3 can also be the beginning of the end 
of Western Europe's subjection to the United States. it can, for example, 
offer the possibility that our partners of the EEC will be able to receive 
information concerning world geostrategy from a purely European source; it 
can mean that France could then offer ite partners--and particularly that 
other nuclear power, Great Britain--the possibility of establishing a 
genuinely Buropean common plan of action with respect to these crucial 
problems; and it can even offer the possibility that SALT 3--gradually, and 
on certain limited themes, at the outset--will express a position that would 
not be uniquely French but truly Buropean. 


The chances that such a process “ill come to a head--and even more 80, the 
political and military consequences that it might produce--are today virtu- 
ally impossible to evaluate with any degree of certainty. However, those 
who aspire to the implementation in Burope of a new model of society--one 
that is freed from all foreign subjection and that finally achieves a 
marriage between political democracy and economic democracy~--will sense the 
possibilities and the potentialities of such an attitude for our country. 
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THEATER NUCLEAR FORCES ITALY 


PCI'S BUFALINI ON EUROMISSILES, OCTOBER REVOLUTION 
LD141311 Milan L'UNITA in Italian 8 Nov 79 pp 1-2 LD 


[Unattributed report on PCI Directorate member Paolo Bufalini 7 Novembcr 
speech in Naples: "No Deployment of SS-20's, No Construction of 
Pershings"™ ] 


[Excerpts] Naples--Speaking in Naples at one of the rallies organized by 
the PCI on the occasion of 7 November devoted to the problems of the 
struggle for peace and disarmament, Comrade Paolo Bufalini first stressed 
that under present world conditions the communists consider safeguarding 
peace the supreme task am|, to this end, they are convinced that the 
strategic military balance between the blocs must not be altered and 

that such a balance must be sought along the path of arms reduction. 

Hand in hand with this must go the process of detente and eliminating 

the blocs. 


Referring to the 7 November anniversary, the 62d of the October Revolu- 
tion, the speaker observed that for a long time we have reflected 
objectively and critically on the history of our party and of the 

Soviet Union. With regard to the latter we have criticized errors and 
condemned aberrations. But not only do we not repudiate it, but we 
acknowledge it as the history of a major revolutionary break, of the 
building of a new kind of society on anticapitalist foundations inspired 
by the major ideals of socialism and internationalism, the real expres- 
sion of the rebellion of hundreds of millions of people against the web 
of wars, oppression and capitalist, feudal and imperialist exploitation, 
which has opened the way to and supported major movements for social and 
national liberation throughout the world. On account of our ideological 
inspiration and our historical origins, he added, we are certainly not 
equidistant from capitalism and socialism, from imperialism, colonialism 
and neocolonialism and peoples’ liberation, sovereignty and autonomy, 
from conservation and progress. 


Bufalini evoked the acts of historical importance perfoimed by the USSR 
since its foundation in the direction of peace. Why should we be afraid 
to recall these things? We promptly condemned the Soviet Union's armed 














intervention in Czechoslovakia in 1968. And now we have not hesitated 
to condemn the grave repressive meagures adopted in Prague. Why should 
we be afraid to draw everyone's attention to the fact that today, 

7 November, the Soviet Union, Brezhnev is confirming the proposal of 
negotiations with further explanations? The USSR is not refusing to 
negotiate the SS-20's also. Why should its proposal be disregarded? 

We put this question to noncommunists, to the government. 


If we negotiate, we will be putting the USSR to the test, we will see 
what its real intentions are and we will be taking a major step forward 
along the road to detente. If, however, we refuse to start negotiations 
at once, we will be permitting the production and deployment of the 
terrifying Pershing and Cruise missiles; and this would imply a break 
with a country which has proposed negotiations, and the result would be 
a grave harshening of international tension and a resumption of the evil 
arms race. 


Of course, Bufalini pointed out, there can be no political detente with- 
out military detente. But it is also true that there can be no real 
balance and reduction of weapons unless there is progressive detente in 
political relations, if mistrust grows or if conflicts are aggravated. 
The situation seems to have deteriorated; we must work to recreate a 
calmer atmosphere of trust. We must proceed along the path of a new 
international order based on the following principles: 


l. The quest for negotiated and peaceful solutions of existing con- 
flicts and for initiatives capable of promoting detente and trust in 
international relations; 


2. Rigorous observance of every country's independence and sovereignty; 
rigorous observance of the principle of noninterference in the life of 
another country; 


3. International cooperation for the development of every people and, 
first and foremost, cooperation to quickly provide responsible and 
effective aid to the autonomous and free development of the most 
impoverished and economically backward peoples and, at the same time, 
to try to resolve the vast problems facing mankind; energy, pollution, 
the disturbance of environmental balance, famine, drought and disease. 
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT SWITZERLAND 


PARLIAMENTARIANS DISCUSS WORK IN COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
Zurich NEVE ZUERCHER ZEITUNG in German 6 Oct 79 p 9 


[Text] The Swiss federal councils will be ending their legislative session 
in the near future. The recess also has a bearing on the Council of Europe 
in Strasbourg, since the National Council and the Council of Cantons are re- 
presented in the European Parliament by six deputies and six alternates. 

The Christian Democratic People's Party, the Socialist Party and the Radical 
Democratic Party are represented by three deputies each; the Swiss People's 
Party by two and the Independent Party by one. 


At the conclusion of this fall's regular session of the Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Council of Europe, the Swiss Telegraph Agency interviewed the Swiss 
deputies about their work. Those who participated in drawing up this balance 
sheet, which makes the Swiss representatives appear in a good light, were 
Walther Hofer (Swiss People's Party, Berne), Gerhart Schuerch (Radical Demo- 
cratic Party, Berne), Josi Meier (Christian Democratic People's Party, Lucerne) 
and Richard Mueller (Socialist Party, Berne). 


Since joining the Council of Europe in 1963, Switzerland has been able to gain 
a certain prestige. Not the least credit for this is due to individual person- 
alities such as Olivier Reverdin, who was Assembly president; to Pierre Aubert, 
who acted as rapporteur of the political commission, and to Walther Hofer, who 
even was appointed chairman of this important commission. But the Swiss dele- 
gation as a whole has earned a high reputation. The Swiss may not be considered 
to be terribly original but they are highly regarded for their reliable work 

in a variety of committees which Walther Hofer feels is an indication for the 
respect Switzerland and her neutrality command. 


"Blots on the Escutcheon" 


Josi Meier, however, feels there are "some blots on the Swiss escutcheon." 
This applies in particular to our fiscal and tax polictes. According to Walther 
Hofer, the otherwise admired practice of direct democracy meets with little 
understanding, if and when development aid credits or UN membership are rejected 
by referendum. On the other hand, the Swiss have been busy for years on various 

















levels trying to set up courts of arbitration for the peaceful settlement 
of political disputes. As Richard Mueller sees it, these efforts should be 
further intensified: “Such an initiative would stand Switzerland in good 
stead." 


While the Swiss in Strasbourg are in the habit of playing “the role cf modera- 
tors and monitors," in an effort to find reasonable and practicabie political 
solutions (Gerhard Schuerch), they often meet with resistance in their own 
parliament. All of those interviewed stated, however, that their parties do 
favor Swiss participation in the Council of Europe because Switzerland can 
play a direct political role there as opposed to the European Commurity in 
brussels. 


Modest Influence 


All interviewees agreed that the influence the "Europeans" can exert on their 
party caucus and on the parliament in Berne is rather modest. Gerhart Schuerch, 
chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee of the National Council, point out, 
however, that the Council of Europe is a topic of discussion whenever the ques- 
tion of the European legal concordance is raised in which the council is playing 
a leading role. 


The representatives of all parties agree in principle on the usefulness of 
obligatory jurisdiction which the European Court for Human Rights exerts over 
Switzerland, based upon the Human Rights Convention. The objections raised 
against “foreign judges" is unanimously rejected: Switzerland accepted this 
jurisdiction voluntarily and is represented both in the Human Rights Commission 
and on the Court itself. The fact that the Human Rights Convention has raised 
the question of whether “we Swiss really do act in such an exemplary fashion" 
is regarded as a very positive point by Gerhart Schuerch. Josi Meier deplores 
the fact that the possibilities for lodging individual complaints are not yet 
widely known. 


Controversial Social Charter 


As regards the expansion of the social ch:-ter the opinions among those inter- 
viewed were most divergent. Gerhart Schuerch and Walther Hofer are rather 
opposed to the draft social charter presently being considered by the federal 
government. Schuerch says: "The social charter should only be ratified, if 

and when Switzerland no longer needs to raise too many objections.” Josi 
Meier's Christian Democratic People's Party has come out for ratification of 
the charter in its present form and Richard Mueller is the only one who favors 
the revised social charter as already discussed by the Council of Europe which 
lends legal weight to abstract concepts such as the right to work and the right 
of civil servants to strike. But the liberal representatives, strangely enough, 
are against"watering things down through vague terminology" and characterize 
the original version as the best possible solution which must first clear the 
hurdles of a referendum. 
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Council of Europe as a Moral Conscience 


How do the parliamentarians judge the Strasbourg organization in principle? 
They all agree that both the agenda and the red tape must be reduced to avoid 
overlapping with other international bodies (EEC, EFTA, UN organizations, 
etc.). Walther Hofer believes that coordination between the EEC and the 
European Parliament is of paramount importance. So far, however, there has 
been no reply from Brussels to proposals made along these lines. Nonetheless, 
it must be emphasized time and again that there are European problems which 
not only concern the 9 or soon-to-be 12 EEC countries but all European coun- 
tries up to the Urals. 


Gerhart Schuerch would therefore like to see the East European countries in- 
cluded in as many activities of the Council of Europe as possible, at first by 
way non-political, “open” conventions which the socialist countries could sub- 
scribe to without reservations. But he is not giving way to false hopes with 
regard to the success of such a move. Josi Meier considers it just as impor- 
tant for the Council of Europe to discuss and to condemn human rights viola- 
tions in non-European countries and to act the part of a moral conscience. 





Not a Campaign Topic 


Although there are some 50 conventions which tie Switzerland to the Council of 
Europe and although the 12-member parliamentary delegation spends about 3 weeks 
each year in Strasbourg--in addition to various trips taken on behalf of the 
different committees--the Council of Europe has not really taken root in the 
consciousness of the Swiss people. During the current election campaign it 
therefore plays a minor role as does foreign policy as a whole, even if the 
parliamentarians who are working in the Council of Europe would be more than 
happy to deal with foreign policy questions and problems in their own personal 





campaigns. 
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COUNTRY SECTION AUSTRIA 


KREISKY'S PROPOSAL TO RESHUFFLE CABINET APPROVED 
Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in German 12 Oct 79 pl 
/Unattributed Article: “Four New Female State Secretaries?"/ 


/Text/ Until late last night, the SPOe's national party leadership discussed 
in Villach Federal Chancellor Dr Bruno Kreisky's proposals concerning a re- 
shuffle of government posts. As became known by the time this edition went 
to press, the Chancellor had nominated Representative Karl Sekanina as minis- 
ter of buildings in place of the incumbent, Moser. Also, as expected, Dr 
Herbert Salcher, to be minister of health, replacing Dr Ingrid Leodolter. 


In addition, the chancellor had planned the appointment of four state secre- 
taries. Unexpectedly, all four are women. They are: 

~-Anneli«se Albrecht, representative in the Nutionalrat, journalist and 
chairman of the SPOe's Vienna Womens’ Organization. She will deal with con- 
sumer sffairs in the Ministry of Trade. 

--~Johanna Dohnal, representative in the Vienna Landtag, secretary of the 
Vienna SP Womens’ Organization. She will deal with womens's problems in the 
Federal Chancellor's Office. 

--Dr Beatrix Eypeltauer, representative in the Nationalrat, staff member of 
the Upper Austrian provincial government. She is to occupy a position in the 
Ministry of Buildings. 

--Franziska Fast, secretary of the OeGB. She is to work in the Social Welfare 
Ministry. 


The four new state secretaries supplement the group consisting of those who 
had previously been appointed to render parliamentary support to member of 

the cabinet, namely Dr Franz Loeschnak, Offi:e of the Chancellor; University 
Prof Dr Adolf Nussbaumer, Office of the Chancellor; Elfriede Karl, transferred 
from the Chancellor's Office to the Ministczy of Finance; and Albin Schober, 
Ministry of Agriculture. 
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COUNTRY SECTION AUSTRIA 


PETER ADDRESSES FREEDOM PARTY CAUCUS 
Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in German 12 Oct 79 g 2 


— — article: “Freedom Party Caucus: Spotlighting the Parliamentary 
action" 


/Text] During the caucus of the liberal fraction of the Nationalrat, which 
Started Wednesday evening on the shores of the Mondsee, club chairman 
Friedrich Peter started his keynote speech with a preview of the 1980 budget. 
It is reported that he emphasized that * prerequisite for a thorough dis- 
cussion of recently publicized measures designed to lower the budget deficit 
by about 10 billion Austrian schillings would be a readiness on the part of 
the Federal government to make drastic spending cuts in its own operations. 


The primary ob/ective of the club leadership would be to further highlight 
the reinvigorated and rejuvenated faction and thereby in a convincing manr*r 
ro establish the liberals’ independence from the SPOe and OeVP factions. 
Peter announced that to attain this objective, his faction would not only 
take a position regarding government policies, but would additionally enun- 
ciate its own points of emphasis and importance. These liberal initiatives 
would include, among others, a strengthening of participatory democracy 
through incorporating in the Federal constitution a provision for translating 
the peoples’ wishes into a plebiscite. According to Peter, additional points 
of debate would be taxation policies, future energy policies, media regulations 
and rent protection laws. According to the news agency, FP social security 
spokesman Dr Joerg Haider branded as inadmissible a reduction in the budget 
deficit by means of increased ocial security contributions. 


The evolution of taxation policies during the last few years has proven the 
urgent need for basic reforms. Appointment of a taxation reform commission 

by the Minister of Finance was said to be the best proof for this need, said 
Rep Dr Tassilo Broesigke in his presentation. Broesigke referred to the ex- 
pressed requirement made some time ago, according to which corporates taxes 

and business taxes of that time were to be replaced by an enterprise tax, 
whereby only the proprietor's salary would be subject to income tax. Addition- 
ally, he said, it would be important to pay special attention to the develop- 
ment of a differentiated consumption tax. The speaker also demanded improve- 
ments in the possibility of a tax reserve fund for laid-off workers. 
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National FP Party Chairwan Dr Alexander Goetz, commenting on SP club chairman 
Dr Heinz Fischer's announcement during the SP club caucus of the passage of 
the atom ban law, stated that the SPOe was apparently engaged in erecting a 
barrier between employers and employees in dealing with the "Pro Zweckendorf™ 
question. At the very moment that Fischer had made his announcement in 
Villach, the Federal Chancellor had declared at the ceremonial opening of 
“Industry Day” in Vienna that the 5 Nov 1978 plebiscite had resulted in a 
short-term and short-sighted decision for energy policy. 


Journalistic Cooperation 


For the first time there will be cooperation among science writers from dif- 
ferent continents. Among other things, a cooperative agreement signed yes- 
terday in Mexico City by the European Union of Science Writers and the 
Asociacion Iberoamericana de Periodismo Cientifico, provides for partnerships 
which should enable journalists to become familiar with scientific and re- 
search installations in the different countries by actually visiting then. 


As explaine: Dr Hugo Obergottsberger, one of the signers of the cooperation 
agreement fo +e European Union of Science Writers, of which Austria is a 
member, the do. ‘tt is a skeleton agreement for the time being. It is de- 
signed to ensure that the international journalists’ declaration, made in 
Laxenburg near Vienna last May, would come to fruition between South America 
and Europe. 
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COUNTRY SECTION AUSTRIA 


SOUTH TYROL SITUATION EXPECTED TO DETERIORATE 
Vienna DIE PRE” SE in German 4 Oct 79 p 1 
/Article by Wolfgang Oberleitner: “An Explosive Package”/ 


/Text] "I do not believe that prophesying political tensions in South Tyrol's 
future makes me a pessimist.” No, you cannot say that Monsignor Gargitter, 
Bishop of Bozen and Brixen, /Bolzano and Bressanone/] was a prophet cf doom 
when exactly 1 year ago he visualized a confrontation of his diocese with in- 
pending unpleasant developments which had commonly been believed to be things 
of the past. At the time, a spectacular explosion had been set off after an 
interval of some 15 years which, 60 years after South Tyrol’s separation from 
Austria, had reduced the Bozen victory monument to rubble. The Italians, who 
after all constitute one-third of South Tyrol's population nowadays, accepted 
this at first with shoulder shrugging. At the time, they had their own daily 
problems which presented them with an endless number of violent happenings in 
their own regions to the south. 


Today we know “hat the attack on the victory momument was only the start of 
a number of m\sdeeds which now includes blowing up the Tolomei grave and the 
destruction ox Bruneck's Alpini memorial. When there is wanton destruction 
of national shrines, there is outrage among any population; passions are 
aroused which demard retribution. The opponent is paid back in kind, and 
not even such shrines as the one commemorating the Sandwirt /Andreas Hofer] 
in Meran are sacrosanct any more. 


A situation similar to the one prevailing today existed in the 1960's, when 
the South Tyroleans’ desires for true autonomy fell on deaf ears in Rome. 
Rows of high \.ension power poles were blown up; even Italian army barracks 
were fired upon. %ridges and other targets were therefore under guard by the 
military--in e*fe:t, South Tyrol was under siege. Even Austria, which the 
South Tyroleans consider their protector, was drawn into the altercation, 
which went as far the the United Nations. 


The agreements which eventually came about between Vienna and Rome, with 
consultation of the South Tyroleans, appeared to have resulted in a real turn- 
ing-point. The Italian government has taken many important measures to put an 











emi to the confrontations. But we must remember that the implementation 

patio! tor the se-called “package” expired as long ago as 20 January 1974, 
Withwut keeping all tue promises made to the South Tyroleans. This is pri- 
marily the fault of the unrest besetting Italian politics. It is tue rea- 

son for the Roman government leaders’ inability to carry out their promises 

in a timely manner, inasmuch as they do not have a secure parliamentary major- 
ity. And the bureaucrats who worry about their jobs if these are to be given 
to South Tyroleans according to a two-thirds proportional representation, are 
apparently interested in perpetuating the curren: discrimination. 


Provincial Governor Magnago, one of the authors of detente, is highly regarded 
in tis province; but how auch longer can this old, sick nan be expected to 
continue his reign in Bozen? Even he, who always managed to restrain the hot- 
heaos in his camp and who asked fur their patience, is on the defensive inas- 
much as the final resolution of these matters is no so long overdue. We must 
remember also that Magnago won the approval of his party for the “package,” 
i.e. agreement with Rome, only with a umall majority. Now that Italian re- 
sistance against equal rights for South Tyroleans appears to oe increasing and 
when his opponents within his own camp are already talking about a failure of 
accommocstion with Rome, the political positions have hardened. We must once 
again fear the worst: regression into the terrorist era. 


In any case, the bombings are a bad omen also for good-neighbor relationships 
between Austria and Italy. Unless a last-minute satisfactory solution can be 
found for South Tyroi, the Vienna government will no longer be able to remain 
silent either, but will be forced to remind its neighbor of his overdue prom- 
ises. 
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BRIEFS 


COAL-POWER PROJECT WITH HUNGARY--On 5 November Trade Minister Staribacher 
declared in Vienna that Austria and Hungary have come to terms in principle 
on the development of the brown coal deposit on the Austrian-Hungarian 
border and the construction of a power plant using this coal. “The Hungar- 
ians will develop the coal mining, and Austrial will build the power plant,” 
Staribacher declared. He added that the agreements have already been pre- 
pared and are to be concluded at the beginning of next year at the earliest. 
The construction of the power plant is expected to take about 5 years, the 
dev<lopment of the brown coal mine 6-7 years. [AU061306 Vienna VOLKSSTIME 
in German 6 Nov 79 p 2 AU] 


COAL FROM POLAND--Negotiations on Polish hard coal deliveries to Austria 
have been successfully concluded so that an agreement is to be signed in 
Warsaw within the next 2 weeks. "Thus the annual delivery of 1.5 million 
tons of coal over 20 years wil) be insured for the three coal power plants 
to be constructed by the federal, the lower Austrian and the Styrian power 
companies as 4 substiiate for Zwentendorf [Austria's only nuclear power 
plant that could not be put into operation owing to the negative outcome 
of a referendum). The deliveries are to begin in 1984, when the first sub- 
stitute power plant in the Tullnderfeld region will go into operation, with 
a capacity of 370 megawatts." [AU80935 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 7 Nov 
79 p 7 AU) 
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NT ¥ SHCTION BELGIUF 


RAD’S HENDRICK SPEAKS ABOUT PARTY, POLITICAL SYSTEM 
Brussels KNACK in Dutch 10 Oct 79 pp 45-46 


Interview with RAD Member of Parliament Robert Hendrick by Frank de Moor: 
“Democracy? Don't Make Me Laugh”; date and place of interview not given | 


Text | When Robert Hendrick -- the only elected menber 
of parliament from the Democratic Union for the Respect 
of Labor - Respect for Labor and Democracy | UDRT-RAD | — 
asked Minister of Finance Gaston Geens (CVP | Social 
Christian Party ]) on 5 July how matters stood with the 
Burosystem Hospitalier, the spreading around of money 
and the tax fraud, this not only set the Burosyster af- 
fair in motion, but 3t put in the spotlight a menber of 
parliament who challenges the Belgian political systen 
more than any other. Judging from the results of the 
Institute for Advice on Opinion Polls [10a] which were 
published last week, the RAD has more than trippled its 
votes in Brussels since the parliamentary «lections of 
17 December 1978. In addition to making a number of 
strong statements about Belgian politics, the UDRT-RAD 
member of parliament primarily explains why his party 
is cloarly making points agrinst the French speaking 
Christian Democrats, the Socialists and the 
FDF | Democratic Front of Brussel.: French Speakers |. 


|Hendrick| The voters in Brussels are gradually beginning to realize that 
the FDF in Brussels is not at all concerned with the welfare and the 

of its voters, but that it is working exclusively to fill as many key posi- 
tions as possible in the Brussels agglomeration. The fact that in the past 
the people of Brussels voted FDF was primarily due to the community 
which the FDF managed to rouse. In the meantime, the adazinistrations of all 
the FDF municipalities have become a mess and that party's voters have 
allowed themselves to be had on a much more basic level. As a matter of 
fact, it has become clear that the FDF defends collectivist institutions 
while ite voters are specifically and very strongly attached to individual 
liberties such as private property and the like. 
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| Question | The UDRT-RAD has always been a Brussels phenomenon, has it not, 
and the success which has been attributed to you by opinion polls is prima- 
rily visible in Brussels. 


[Hendrick] We are not a phenomenon. When you note how successful parties 
such as ours are elsewhere in Europe, then you will realize that we are 
simply a new political movement and that this kind of movement nearly always 
gets started in a metropolis. Every stucent of politics knows that. This 
has to do with the population density and the possibility of reaching a 
great many people witn limited financial means. This is why, for the time 
being, our progress is most noticeable in Brussels. 


[Question] What prompted you and your party colleagues in May 1978 to start 
with the UDRT-RAD? 


{Hendrick |] We are convinced that the traditional political parties are 
caught in their own structures to such an extent that they will continue to 
defend the existing system no matter what, even if they know where the 
problem lies. 


Moreover, for a long time now we have no longer been living in a parliamentary 
democracy. Members of parliament are no longer the representatives, those 

who were elected by the people, but are appointed by the parties whose choice 
the people may endorse. When you consider the way the parties use and infest 
the structures, then it has been clear for a long time that nobody in this 
country can exercise effective control any longer. 


[Question | Poujade or Degrelle? 


[Hendrick] Don't make me laugh. I have heard that remark before; after 
all, you cannot expect that those traditionals would applaud progress. They 
are only too well aware of the fact that basically we are aiming at then, 
that we are aiming at the very structures of society and the deeper reasons 


for the bankruptcy of the present systen. 


[Question] But this does not prevent the RAD from setting itself up prima- 
rily as a party concerned exclusively with very specific issues and only 
calling attention to them to win votes. This is somewhat like environmental 
groups or other one man parties, each with a so-called single issue. 


[Hendrick] That is only an impression. We are thinking specifically about 
those objectives which we believe are the cause of this country's bankruptcy. 


Take, for example, the heavy tax burden. This is surely the mair method 
used by the authorities today to curtail freedom of enterprise and to punish 
labor. This country has reached the point where laws are enacted which 
restrict private ownership to such an extent that they will remove any in- 
centive to save which the citizen might have. No, we are opposed to the 

tax burden because the government wants to use it to dominate and enslave 
the mass of the citizens. This way we will sink down, without revolution, 


19 








into a new form of dictatorship. The time will come when the people will 
realize that they no longer have anything %<o say, that when the bell rings 
everyone can go stand nicely in line by the time clock, that they will have 
to go stand in line to eat when another bell rings and that they will be 
lucky if there is anything left in the state warehouses to buy. We want 

to prevent our society from developing this way. 


|Question| Aside from taxation, what are the other illnesses which, ac- 
cording to you, are destroying the systen? 


[Hendrick] One of the illnesses is the complete taking over of democracy 

by the party leaderships, which turns parliament into a real farce and 

which maintains a fictitious democracy. Many members of parliament are 

very well aware of this; they know that they have to tow the line or that 
otherwise the party will not put them in an electable position on the list 
next time. This way it is of course very easy to chase any and every bill 
and any and every proposal through parliament, even if they are diametrically 
opposed to the real interests of the voters. Just take a look at how the 
municipalities’ and public institutions’ right of option was quietly passed 
by everyone -- except for the liberals and us -- prior to the summer recess. 


Speculation 


[Question] That bill, which is now also opposed by the National Home 
Owners Union, does seem to stick in your throat. 


|Hendrick} Rather. It gives the state full power to set up state land 
administrations, and you know as well as I do what happens when public ad- 
ministrations get involved in this kind of thing. That means the beginning 
of compromises and schemes. In general, the law provides that the public 
administrations are given a kind of first option and makes sure, in any 
case, that the citizens get fewer opportunities to acquire property. Well, 
if this right is denied to the citizens, then democracy no longer exists. 
Mereover, it concerns a bill for enabling legislation, which is to be ex- 
tended to all building areas and which intends to leave full power to the 
regional executives. Thus, for the umpteenth time the legislative power 
is giving up its prerogatives in favor of the executive power, and that 
with regard to such a fundamental democratic principle as the right to 


private property. 
| Question | Are such laws not rather meant to discourage land speculation? 


ee That was the original intention of the bill introduced by 
Jozef De Seranno/ | printed in italics] (CVP), which I cowld agree with. 
But it was altered to such an extent that in its present fora it certainly 
no longer fits this goal. On the contrary. A particular article even 
provides that the enabling legislation will not apply to land divisions 
based on city planning regulations. In concrete terms, this means that 
once again the actual land speculators, the big ones, are left alone. 











With this kind of law, the structures of our society are quietly being 
eroded and in time a number of basic liberties will be pushed back. 


[Question] Who then is behind this? 


[Hendrick] The technocrats of a collectivist image of society who are living 
at the expense of the systen. are the members of parliament, the ad- 
visers, the party /apparatchiks/ ted in italics] who earn a living 

via all kinds of auxiliary organizations, without being confronted with the 
problems of daily life, and thus lightly prescribe measures which are con- 
trary to the interests of most citizens. They do take care not to touch 
their own organizations. The /Califice plan/ | printed in italics ], for 
example, does not touch the managers and administrators who are responsible 
for the bankruptcy of the social security system. If social security were 

to become private, a number of economic principles would have to be respected 
in order to put the operation back on its feet. 


[Question] Back to 19th century liberalism? 


[Hendrick] Certainly not. We do not represent nostalgia. We only realize 
that the citizen gives up too much power to the government. The state may 
intervene as an arbitrator, but it must leave the initiative to us. Besides, 
our voters and party members do not have any doctrine or philosophy, but 
face very concrete problems every day. We are rather the common sense party. 
The political systems -- all of which, incidentally, fall back on 19th cen- 
tury ideas -- can no longer help our contemporary society. Our parliamentary 
system is so sick that it might be better nereafter to draw the 424 chosen 
individuals by lot rather than to appoint and elect them as it is done now. 
Then we would at least know for sure that a minimum number of members of 
parliament are not dominated by pressure groups. In addition, the urge of 
most members of parliament not to lose their seats has turned the most 
enlightened progressives into the most rabid conservatives. 


Warning 


| Question] You yourself have now completed your first parliamentary session, 
and today is the beginning of your second session. How do you see all this 
happening? 


Hendrick] I am not disillusioned, “ecause the RAD never had any i)lusions 
as to the role of parliament. Neither do I cast stones at my colleagues. 
From a purely physical point of view, it is impossible to work better. 


During the past 6 months, we had approximately 250 bills to digest, 3+ budgets 
to analyze, as many amendments to read, etcetera. Members of parliarent 
cannot even acquaint themselves with the necessary documents. Moreover, 

these same members of parliament are usually also members of a number of 
committees, they are mayor some place and probably also managers in about 

four intermunicipal administrations or something like that. How then do 

you expect those people to produce serious work. The only thing I do not 
understand is the voter, the fact that he does not take a stand. 
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|Question| What have you accomplished in parliament during the last 
6 month:? 


|Hendrick| Our party had three objectives. To begin with, I had to build 
a party structure outside of parliament, to capture a small place in a 
number of political circles and to make it a reality in parliament. During 
the meetings, I tried primarily to give: precedence to common sense, and to 
let it speak. Moreover, I have never had the pretension of influencing 
any decision whatsoever. How could I do that, when much larger political 
parties could not. I have often warned against the downfall of the indivi- 
dual member of parliament, or pointed to the fact that a number of members 
of parliament were defending proposals which were contrary to the interests 
of their voters. 


As a matter of fact, a diplomat from Zaire said recently that he experienced 
the same thing in Belgium as occurred in Zaire on a large scale, and that 
in all of this the citizen is despised. 


[Question] Your most noted intervention was the one relating to the bank- 
ruptcy of the Eurosystem Hospitalier, when you disclosed, among other things, 
that bribes had not only gone out to Saudi Arabia but had also flown back 

to Belgium. What did you want to accomplish by that? 


| Hendrick] The problems with regard to Eurosystem basically involve a new 
kind of manager who has joined hands with the state to such an extent that 
he can even take the liberty of calling upon a minister to win a market or 
a contract. The EBurosystem affair is a typical example of a complete fusion 
of political and economic power. We wanted to draw attention to that. On 
the other hand, we have also gotten tired of watching the little man being 
continually besieged by all possible tax agents who want to catch him in 
the act of committing fraud, while the real tax fraud -- the significant 
one -- which is much harder to find out, remains unpunished because it is 
often organized with the complicity of ministerial circles. 


It is time for a number of people in responsible positions in this country 
to stop making fools of the citizens, and this also applies to the so-called 
community problem:. This question first of all concerns some 200 officials 
who would like to have a seat in regional executives. 


Someone like /Andre Cools/ [printed in italics], for example, plays on 
the Walloon sensitivities and shouts that there is no solution for Wallonia 
without independence. But in the meantime, he does not have to explain 
how he will solve the Walloon economic difficulties. What would he do 
after having put his Walloon socialists in power? He would urge everyone 
to make greater sacrifices and continue to wail about how strong the 
Flanders are. I have never experienced any envy at all toward anyone 
stronger; but the one thing to make sure of is not to be weak. 


[Question] Should the government have given the Flemish in Komen a school? 
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[Hendrick] Oh, come now. How much does a small school like that cost? 

Was it really necessary to make such a fuss about it? Are a couple people 
going to continue to bother the minister when a dozen people disagree with 
his policy? This is simply too absurd. They want a school in Komen; well, 
give them a school, but then let them be done with it. This happens all 
too frequently in Belgium. The authorities take refuge in a number of 
marginal problems in order not to have to touch the basic questions. 


Robert Hendrick 


Robert Hendrick (38 years old) was a programmer on the very first IBM 
computers, prior to goin; to work for the American food corporation 
/Carnation/ | printed in italics] and helping to launch, among other things, 
/Friskies/ | printed in italics] catfood. At the age of 30 years, he went 

to England for a few years where, among other things, he organized purchasing 
for the /Strand hotel group/ | printed in italics]. Later on, in Brussels, 
he rar two restaurants himself. 


In December 1978, he once again abandoned everything to win a seat for the 
UDRT-RAD. Now that the latest opinion polls have promised a large increase 
in votes for the UDRT-RAD, he is dreaming of early elections. 


In the meantime, RAD has taken root somewhat everywhere in the Flanders, 

in Wallonia, and especially in Brussels, and has absorbed a number of 
smaller parties, such as 3% year old /Mr Thomas Delahay's Party of Radicals/ 
[printed in italics]. As a matter of fact, Mr Delahay is co-chairman of 

the UDRT-RAD, which has many lawyers, managers and business leaders in its 
ranks. 


In their new party premises at 56 Lambertmont Avenue in Brussels they are 
already preparing the parliamentary return and the following elections. 
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‘ COUNTRY SECTION BELGIUM 


PCB PUBLISHES APPEAL ON SOCIAL, POLITICAL PROBLEMS 
Brussels LE DRAPEAU ROUGE in French 13 Sep 79 p 5 


[Article: "The Appeal by the Central Committee of the PCB (Belgian Communist 
Party)--To Halt the Regression, Not Let the Concerted Social Action Be Stran- 
gled, Make the Fat Cats Pay, Block the Right-Wing Offensive") 


[Text] The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Belgium, meeting in 
Brussels on 7 September 1979, has examined the social and political situation 
at the time when the concerted social actions are beginning. 


Hopes Dashed 


The Central Committee notes that Summer 1979 saw an exceptionally rapid shift 
to the right in the policy of the present government. The Martens-Spitaeels 
government took account, in its composition and in its program, of the De- 
Cember 1978 election results--results that had not fulfilled all the desires 
of the right, and especially the right-wing CVP [Flemish Social-Christian 
Party]. In addition, this government came, in time, after the powerful Wal- 
loon trade-union demonstration of 29 March, in which two demands were made 
that are valid for all the workers of the country: the 36-hour week and the 
struggle for employment, the demand for democratic regionalization. 


These facts were able to kindle certain hopes in the voters and workers of 
socialist, christian-democratic or democratic-regionalist opinion, and in 
certain trade-union circles. 


Five months after the formation of the Martens-Spitaels team, these hopes 
are dashed. 


Regionalization is reduced to an administrative decentralization, <nd the 
"regionalist" ministers, including those of the FDF [Democratic Front of 


Brussels French Speakers], are capitulating in the face of a disguised 
unitarism. 


The 36-hour week announced by the government is abandoned. The sprad of the 
38-hour week is itself impeded by the De Wu’f plan. ‘The compensat sry job 
Opportunities are far from being assured. 
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It can already be noted, in these areas, that the right-wing offensive, led 
since the end of June by Tindemans, Dr; Clercq and Gol, with the employer or- 
ganizations taking the relay, is not failing to have effects. The government 
itself is developing it with the active aid of ministers emanating from the 
workers’ movement, such as Spitaels, Claes, De Wulf and Califice. 


Nothing could be more illusory or more dangerous than to give in to the de- 
mands of big capital and the right, under the pretext of a lesser evil. For 
such resignation would only encourage and strengthen the pressure which the 
most reactionary elements are already putting on the political constellation 


in pover, 
An All-Out Attack against the Social Gains, against the Standard of Living 


The policy of regression already dear to the Tindemans governments I and II 
and the vanden Beeynants government did not go into effect just today. 


The Martens-Spitaels government is distinguished in this regard by the global 
character of the damage that it wants to do to the standard of iiving of the 
working population. And this just at the time when unemployment is rising 
again, when the number of persons out of work is estimated at 600,000, when 
taxes are already exorbitant, when prices and miscellaneous expenses--the 
rise in which is not truly indicated by the index--have already decreased the 
purchasing power of wages and salaries, of pensions and social allowances. 


The 1980 budget is significant in this regard. 


First of all, it attacks one of the most important gains won by the world of 
labor: Social Security, which it cuts by 11 billion. It pursues the attacks 
against education, research, the sociocultural sector. It strikes equally 
savage blows against the railway workers and the users of the railways, the 
users of common carriers and automobile users, in a country in which the daily 
journey between residence and workplace is increasingly difficult. It pen- 
alizes household who are raising young children. It both causes and heralds 
new rises in the cost of living starting at the beginning of next year. 


In addition, this budget is an integral part of a government plan aimed at 
presenting the world of labor with a fait accompli, at muzzling the concerted 
social action, at forcing the workers to accept, in the name of budgetary 
difficulties and the common good, a “moratorium” on demands and a continuance 
of the aggravation of unemployment. 


An Unjust and Unworkable Proposal 


If it were necessary, the Eurosystem scandal has recently demonstrated both 
how socially unjust and how unworkable on the economic and budgetary level 
is the government's proposal. 











This scandal reveals that big capital has many billions available--tax-exezpt, 
through the efforts of ministers De Clercq and Geens--when it wants to hand 
out graft to make sure of doubtful contracts. 


The Eurosystem scandal--involving some 10 billion, not including what cannot 
be checked—-unmasks the state's complacency toward the big companies. It 
seriously challenges the employer position regarding the effect of wage costs 
on the competitive capacity of our economy. It underlines the unjust charac- 
ter of a tax system that looks to low and middle incomes for its resources 
while tolerating flight of capital, speculation and fraud in the annual amount 
of 200 billion, imputable essentially to the big fortunes. Finally, it demon- 
strates that the solution of the budgetary problems cannot be found in the 
direction the Martens-Spitaels govermsent is taking with unprecedented ab- 
ruptness. 


Don't Let Ourselves Be Muzzled, Unite to Halt the Regression 


The Central Committee of the Belgian Communist Party calls on the world of 
labor for the most energetic resistance to the steps taken by the Martens- 
Spitaels government. Moreover, a series of struggles is developing, espec- 
ially in the big public sectors. 


If the concerted social action of the September resumption is conducted vwith- 
out vigorous and convergent pressure exerted on it by the workers and their 
trade-union organizations, as well as the other popular forces, the represen- 
tatives of the world of labor will have their hands tied. Social regression 
will triumph. This would be a painful trial for the working population of 
the entire country, a bonus of encouragement for the most agressive right- 
wing elements--with Tindemans and the Liberal chiefs at their head--as well 

as for the big employers, who are growing fat from the crisis. 


One cannot let matters drift on by themselves. The protest movements that 
will bolster the struggles in progress and raise a blockade against the re- 
gression can and must converge from everywhere. 


The Central Committee of the Communist Party urges: 


--rejection of any strangling of the concerted social action within the frame- 
work defined by the government ; 


-~-rejction of any attempt to block wages and salaries; 


--rejection of attacks on Social Security, on education and research, on the 
status of families raising young children, on renters’ rights; 


--rejection of price and rate increases, of restrictive measures hitting 
transportation users and workers and motorists. 

















It further urges: 
--the necessity for struggle against the aggravation of unemployment, 


—the necessity of the 36-hour week with compensatory hiring, as of 1 January 
1980, in the large enterprises, particularly the multinational ones and the 
public services; 


--the necessity of immediate hiring of the necessary personnel in the public 
sectors in which the staff is incomplete and where quality of service re- 
quires it. 


It also urges tax reform that would hit the big fortunes and the big cheaters 
for the resources necessary both for financing a serious indexing of tax 
scales, for eliminating cumulation of spouses’ income, for redressing the 
budget balance, and for a real policy of economic and social reneval. 


It is time to block the way against a dangerous policy that opens the door 
to new attacks by the big employers and the right. It is time to ensure the 
rights of the regions and the communities and to demand respect for demo- 
cratic liberties. 


Many are the socialist and christian-democratic militants who are avare of 
this. 


The workers’ and democratic forces can and must unite to sake the reply that 
is coming from the daily struggles of the workers. They will prepare the 
change through active union of the workers and of the entire working popu- 
lation. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELGIUM 


VANDEN BOEYNAYTS TAKES OVER PSC LEADERSHIP 
Brussels LE SOIR in French 2 Oct 79 p 2 


[Article by J. v.H.: "Vanden Boeynants Resumes Leadership of the PSC (Chri- 
tian Social Party), Elected by Nearly Two-Thirds of the Militants”) 


[Text] Paul vanden Boeynants, vice prime minister and minister of national 
defense, has been elected president of the Christian Social Party with 16,829 
votes (65.62 percent) against 8,819 votes (34.38 percent) for his challenger, 
Gerard Duprez, who was his principal private secretary. 


Of the 65,211 ballots sent out, 25,712 were cast by return--a 39.43 percent 
participation (as against 39 percent in 1977 for the election of Charles- 
Ferdinand Nothomb as head of the party). 


The announcement of this result took place in the absence of the newly elected 
president, vanden Boeynants, as minister of national defense, being in Spain, 
“where he is presently carrying out an important task,” specified Charles 
Hanin, interim president of the party. 


In government circles, it is gencyally believed that a cabinet shuffle nec- 
essitated by vanden Boeynants' election could not come before next week. The 
prime minister could announce this shuffle.on the occasion of his "govern- 
mental communication” set for Wednesday 17 October. Vanden Boeynants' suc- 
cessor is said to be Jose Desmarets, PSC deputy from Brussels. 


On Monday evening, the steering committee of the PSC met to examine the re- 
sults and ratify then. 


Commenting on the figures, Hanin stressed the fact that the PSC is presertly 
the only party that uses universal suffrage to elect its president. "There 
was real competition,” he added, “and everything was done in an entirely cour- 
teous and positive manner. This demonstrates that vanden Boeynants, vith 
nearly two-thirds of the vote, carried the confidence of the PSC.” 


"I also want to stress," Hanin added, “the remarkable results achieved by 
Gerard Deprez. He had to dare to do what he has done, for it was a difficult 
competition.” 

















According to Hanin, it will be necessary to wait several days before vanden 
Boeynants can be relieved of his duties as minister of national defense. He 
is not expected to return to the country before Wednesday or Thursday. 


It is not out of the question, it was also learned, that on the occasion of 
the cabinet shuffle, another PSC minister my also leave the government-- 

in particular, Antoine Humblet, secretary of state for the Walloon region, 

who is a candidate for the presidency of the Regional Investment Company (SRI). 
"But in this regard, nothing is yet definite today,” Hanin emphasized. Nor 

is it certain that the new minister of national defense vill also have the 
duties of vice prime minister that vanden Boeynante held in the Martens gov- 
ernment. 


A Skilful Negotiator 


This sexagenarian of noble bearing is the indispensable man of the rignt wing 
of the PSC. The son of Flemish butchers established in Brussels, he very 
early reconciled the management of the family business and militancy vithin 
the middle classes. It was the butchers’ federation that served him as a 
apringboard into politics. In 1949, when he became a deputy, he was the 
spokesman of the independents against state control and taxes. He conducted 
a campaign for creation of a ministry of the middle classes, of which he quite 
naturally became the minister himself, from 1958 to 1961. At that time, he 
became what he is becoming again today--president of the PSC. 


He was also the animator of the CEPIC [Political Center of Chiistian Inde- 
pendents and Cadres], a study group of independents and cadres of distinctly 
conservative tendency. He was prime minister of a coalition of Christians 
and Liberals from 1966 to 1968. 


He remained the man of the special powers, the man for putting the com- 
munity problems in the deep freeze, and in his position as minister of national 
defense, the man behind the purchases of American airplanes and tanks. 


He is widely considered askillful negotiator and a dynamic organizer. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELGIUM 


Brussels LE SOIR in French 6 Oct 79 pp il, 2 


[Article by J.v.S.: "Martens Will Present His Program to the Chambers on 
the 17th”) 


[Text] After conferring on the subject wit! the leaders of the Chamber and 
Senate groups of the parties of the majority, Prime Minister Wilfried Martens 
has decided to make a governmental communication to Parliament on Wednesday 
17 October. 


The prime minister's thinking vas approved by the members of the government 
as a whole, meeting on Friday morning as the cabinet. 


Martens’ declaration would normally have to include all the aspects of govern- 
Mental activity: community, social, economic, budgetary, monetary, etc. 


It should be not«déthat the introduction of a motion of confidence is not ob- 
ligatory in the case of a  -imple communication. However, it is obvious that 
the opposition parties will present a no-confidence motion which will make 

it possible for the representatives of the majority to be counted. 


Politically, the tactic ⸗ opted by the prime minister is logical, since it 
will oblige the members of parliament to acknowledge their responsibilities. 


Either the members of parliament renew theiz confidence in the team in pover 
by endorsing what has already been accomplished and indicating their agree- 
ment with the program presented by Martens and his associates; or they show 
their dissatisfaction by taking the -isk of a new governmental crisis. 


Furthermore, if the prime minister wins a new vote of confidence, with a solid 
majority, he should feel stronger in dealing with his social interlocutors 
and going on with the negotiations under way vith the employer, trade-union 
and independent organizations. 


Nevertheless, one may ask why Martens suddenly feels it necessary to present 
himself to the Chambers, 5 months after being invested with power there. 

















The fact is that et «a time when the affair of the Fourons and the Conines «f- 
fair are continuing to spark reactions in different directions, and when tte 
govermment is asking the Chambers to approve the bills relating to the seccnd 
phase (described as transitional and irreversible) of state reform, Martens’ 
intention is to weld back together as tightly as possible again a parliamentary 
majority that has been rather restless. 


As is known, Jan Verroken, the CVP [Flemish Social-Christian Party) deputy 
from Audenarde, intends to question the government on the decisions relative 
to the Flemish school of Comines. But the cabinet could be in danger if, in 
the voting closing this questioning, too many Flezish votes in the majority 
were gissing. Wo one has forgotten the conditions under which the vanden 
Boeynants-De Clercq government fell in 1968. 


As is known also, even while declaring their complete loyalty, broad sections 
of Flemish opinion, in the CVP as well as in the BSP [expansion unknown], 
view the second phase of state reform vith a great deal of distrust. This 
reform provides for putting into effect the three-way regionalization as pro- 
vided for since 1971 by Article 107, part 4, of the Constitution. And many 
Flemings fear that in the third and final phase, it will no longer be possible 
to challenge this famous three-way regionalization again. 


Under these conditions, one understands why Martens wants to force his detrac- 
tors to fight in the open. By doing so, he can hope to keep his government's 
action from getting bogged down, like that of his predecessors, in a kind of 
exhausting guerrilla warfare in which pressure groups and parliamentary 
groups snipe away in relays to block decisions. 


The prime minister thus remains faithful to his desire to cuwsulate the prior- 
ities. A success in Parliament would strengthen his position to bring about 
the reforms envisioned both in the institutional area and on the economic 
and social levels. 


The Decisions 


As one can read elsewhere, the ministers have approved a proposed royal decree 
relative to private radio communications commonly called Citizens’ Bands. 


Purthermore, the ministers have decided to fix Monday 15 October as the date 
for resuming negotiations with the social interlocutors on what the prime 
minister has called the second part of the framevork-agreement. This seans 
that the government will have defined the basic options of its policy in the 
matter of Social Security refors before this 15 October date. On the level 
of parliamentary technique, Martens has specified that the rehabilitation 
measures will be appended to the program law that traditionally accompanies 
the Ways and Means budget. 


As for Social Security reform as such, it will be the subject of a framevork- 
lav. 




















Also as regards the proceedings of the Chamber and the Serate, Willy Clees, 
vice prime minister and minister of economic affairs, stated that he had con- 
tacted the president of the Chamber to determine vhen it would be possible to 
begin the debates on the energy problems. The government intends to begin 
the work immediately at the level of the parliamentary commissions. 


The meeting of the Cabinet was followed by a ministerial committee meeting on 
general policy, during which a report was made on the negotiations vith the 
civil service trade-union organizations. The discussion within the govern- 
ment will resume next Tuesday. in addition, the members of this sinisterial 
committee heard a report by Renaat van Elslande, minister of justice, on the 
opening of an investigation into the private militias by the Public Prosecu- 
tor'’s Office of Liege. 


We mention further that the Cabinet indicated its agreement on a proposed 
royal decree raising the nominal amount of cash certificates and debentures 
to be issued and deposits to be accepted by the Societe Nationale de Credit 

a l'Industrie [National Company for Credit to Industry] from 250 billion to 
260 billion francs. It also gave its agreement to Belgium's participation in 
the joint declaration of intent to initiate concerted European research action 
on planning methods and optimization of telecomsunications networks. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELGIUM 


MARTENS ANNOUNCES 'A MEDIA POLICY’ 


Brussels LE SOIR in French 7/8 Oct 79 p 2 
[Article: "Prime Minister Martens Announces 'A Media Policy'”] 


[Text] Wilfried Martens is exerting himself on all fronts of politics. And 

the parties--and the country--are therefore awaiting his communication on gen- 

eral policy promised to Parliament for 17 October. This new governmental doc- | 
ument will certainly be a synthesis of events that will not fail to unfold | 
between now and then. 


Furthermore, at the start of the weekend the prime minister publicly developed 
several political arguments when he spoke at the dedication of the new prem- 
ises of the Flemish daily DE STANDAARD, in Grand-Bigard. He dealt with Social 
Security reform; and then with a "media policy” aimed, he said, "at establish- 
ing closer cooperation between the written press and the broadcasting insti- 
tutions.” | 


"The Hour of Truth" 


"In seriously attacking the matter of Social Security reform, the government ,” 
Martens said, "is clearly expressing its concern to preserve the fundamental 


gains in this sensitive area, and at the same time to ensure the greatest pos- 
sible justice. 


"Concretely, this means that one does not show a lack of interest in the lot 
of the least favored, those who are also the most defenseless against the con- 
sequences of the economic difficulties. 


"On 15 October, the government will present its broad orientations to the soc- 
ial partners. Nor can we permit ourselves to beat about the bush for long, 
for the hour of truth is approaching. All those in this country who have soc- 
ial, economic or financial responsibilities must be aware of the fact that it 
is necessary to act urgently and concretely. The government will not in any 
case hesitate to take on its responsibilities." 
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"A Media Policy” 


Next, the prime minister said that he had set for himself the objective of 


maintaining in Belgium, and if possible even broadening, the freedom of the 
press. 


It follows from this that the government is instituting a coherent and con- 
crete media policy. It has been stressed several times, in the senatorial 
commission on cultural affairs and scientific policy, that policy on the press 
had to be the responsibility of the respective cultural communities. 


"I think,” Martens said, "that this point of view can be defended, in any 
case, as regards direct financial support and collaboration with the audio- 
visual information services of our broadcasting institutions. I have sug- 
gested that this matter be studied in a joint meeting of the two commissions 
charged with cooperation between the two communities. But I have already 
asked the ministers for the communities to set up a working group which should 
result in achieving closer collaboration between the written press and the 
broadcasting institutions. 


"I think it would be good for the community executives and the government to 
take the advice, for their media policy, of a sort of higher council on infor- 
mation, which would include all those concerned, such as the newspaper edit- 
ors, the broadcasters, the journalists and the trade unions.” 


An Old Proposal 


Thus--and while attention is concentrated this Saturday on Tournai, where the 
French-speaking Socialists are meeting in their comgress--Martens has added a 
new subject to theeproposals for which he is accummlating big headlines. 


It should be noted that it is not just today that talk has started about a 
"media policy,” about the ordering of relations between newspapers and offi- 
cial radio-television, ravenous and monopolistic, and about the creation of a 
higher council on information. An attempt in this direction nad been made in 
the time of the Tindemans I government, by Mme De Backer and Mr Van Aal, min- 
isters of their respective cultures. The discussions had rapidly fallen apart; 
or rather, the meetings were broken off, doubtlessly because of the complica- 
tions and divergences that immediately appeared. 


Prime Minister's House Damaged 


On Thursday night, unknown persons using aerosol cans painted the words "Xomen- 
Voer" (Comines-Fourons) on the outside of the house of Prime Minister Wilfried 
Martens, located on Monckhovenstraat in Gand. Windows on the ground floor 
were broken, The perpetrators timedtheir work carefully, for a police patrol 
passes by the prime minister's house every quarter of an hour. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CYPRUS 


BRIEFS 


ISRAELI AMBASSADOR PRESENTS CREDENTIALS--President Kyprianou reiterated 
today that we are taking our recourse this year at the UN General 
Assembly with the demand for something more concrete than a mere repe- 
tition of the previous resolutions. He stressed that another reason 
for this recourse is Turkey's systematic disregard of the UN resolutions. 
Speaking at the ceremony of the presentation of credentials by the new 
Israeli ambassador, Mr Avraham Gel‘adi, the president of the republic 
stressed that we give much greater importance to the substance and con- 
tent of the solution than to the time factor. He stressed that we will 
never accept anything which directly or indirectly, sooner or later, 
would lead to Cyprus’ destruction. He also reiterated that freedom, 
justice, peace and respect for human rights can be secured with the 
withdrawal of the occupation troops from Cyprus and the demilitarization 
of the Cyprus Republic. In reply, the Israeli ambassador expressed the 
conviction that under the inspired leadership of President Kyprianov, 
Cyprus will soon overcome its current difficulties, and by negotiations 
and peaceful means it will preserve its sovereignty, independence and 
territorial integrity. He also said that as UN members, Israel and 
Cyprus have a common interest in friendly cooperation within the frame- 
work of international organizations for the promotion of peace in the 
Middle East. [Excerpts] [NCO91725 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 
1600 GMT 9 Nov 79 NC} 


COMMERCE MINISTER TO DUBAI--Commerce Minister Papageorgiou has left for 
Dubai to head a Cyprus trade delegation to countries of the Arabian Gulf 
and to attend the opening of an exhibition of Cyprus consumer products. 
The visit of the trade delegation and the organization of the exhibition 
of Cyprus consumer goods aim at further promotion of Cypriot exports to 
the Arab countries. During his visit Mr Papageorgiou will also have 
contacts with officials of the emirates which he will visit. He will also 
attend a Cyprus evening to be sponsored in Dubai by the Cyprus Tourist 
Organization and Cyprus Airways in order to attract tourists to Cyprus. 
Mr Papageorgiou will return to Cyprus next Wednesday. [Text] [NC111200 
Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1130 GMT 11 Now 79 NC] 
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COUNTRY SECTION FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


PRESS COMMENTS ON U.S. FREEZING OF IRANIAN DEPOSITS 

Commet\itator Approves 
DW150951 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 15 Nov 79 p 11 DW 
[Article signed F.W.: “According to Martial Law"] 


[Text] One may ask oneself what justification the United States has to 
"freeze" the bank accounts of the Iranian states, of its Central Bank 
and other possible Iranian state companies. The answer is simple: It 
is the international law, more exactly--regardless of how shocking it 
may sound--international martial law. According to existing rules about 
the dealings between nations as has been put down in the UN statutes, 

an attack of a country against the diplomatic representation of another 
is as good as an attack against the represented country. 


In the past century one would have considered it justified for a nation 
that has been attacked in such a way to use its gunboats and unleash a 
war. Something like that may have been considered, but it has been 
discarded. To the : elf-defense rights of the attacked nation also 
belong economic reprisals. They must be in accord with the case of an 
attack and they must be lifted when that case has ceased to exist. 

The right to confiscate the property of the "enemy state," even if the 
private property of the citizens of the attacker are involved, undoubtedly 
belong to the admissible economic defense measures. The citizens share 
the fate of the country to which they belong. Seen that way the 
American measure is even mild. The conditions under which the confis- 
cated deposits--this is what "freezing" means--will be released, will 
have to be settled by a future "peace treaty." 


Action Called Justified 
DW150957 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 15 Nov 79 p 10 DW 
[Article signed FK: "Aggravating Conflict") 


[Text] From the great capital markets of this world one will see some 
doubtful shaking of heads or even more since President Carter with a 
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quick decision has frozen Iranian deposits amounting to $12 to $15 
billion. First, these are only state deposits in American banks and it 
is not the money of private foreigners. Second, the occupation of an 
embassy and the taking of hostages by a state--which 20 years ago cer- 
tainly would have been reason enough for military intervention--justi- 
fies the attacked to take extraordinary defense measures. The ruling 
fanatics in Tehran wanted to land a painful economic blow on the 
United States with a quick withdrawal of state money. Since the great 
economic crisis the Germans know what consequences such a rapid outflow 
of foreign money has on the banking system and on the money markets. 

It is a merit as such to have avoided that chaos. Even more important, 
however, is the political lesson which the U.S. President has taught 
his adversaries in Iran: America is not afraid to escalate the con- 
flict. It does not take unjust action though, it much rather selects 
its countermeasures carefully. 


"DIE WELT' Comments 
DW150953 Bonn DIE WELT in German 15 Nov 79 p 1 DW 
[Commentary signed C.D.: "Finance War] 


[Text] The economic war between the United States and Iran has escalated. 
The strike of one side has been followed by a return strike of the other 
side. Tehran's announcement that it would withdraw all dollar accounts 
from America was countered by Carter freezing Iranian property in the 
United States. The consequences this hot financial war will have for 

the international banking world are unpredictable so far. The Iranians 
keep a big part of their monetary reserves, estimated to amount to $11 or 
$12 billion, on the Euromarket, that is outside the United States. Carter 
does not have access to them. But will some of this money be exchanged 
for other currencies maybe such as Deutsche mark? Will Carter's measure 
possibly frighten political friends of Tehran or others who have invested 
money in the United States, so that one would have to expect a wave of 
dollar withdrawals from the United States and a possible run on the 
Deutsche mark, Swiss franks and other currencies? That cannot be ruled 
out. Then Khomeyni will have achieved the chaos he wanted to have. And 
we would also suffer. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


WEIZSAECKER WARNS OF NATO ARMS PLANS 
DW151240 Hamburg DIE ZEIT in German 16 Nov 79 pp 9-11 DW 


{"“Analysis" by philosopher and nuclear physicist Karl Friedrich Von 
Weizsaecker: “Dangers of Armament in the Eighties") 


[Text] 1. Limits of Nuclear Deterrence 


When World War II drew near :*s end realistic observers could have 
expected one or several other world wars. In keeping with all historical 
analogies the technical-economic growing together of mankind provoked 
hegemonic struggles. In the light of this expectation nuclear weapons 
constituted a profound shock. The deterrence strategy sought to convert 
this shock into a hope. 


The option of nuclear war confronts us with the task of overcoming the 
institution of war itself. Deterrence strategy is trying to take a step 
in that direction on a conservative road. It abolishes neither the 
sovereign right of the nations to wage war uor the existence of arma- 
ments. It abolishes neither war nor the bomb. It merely tries to deter 
from use of these means of power. In so doing if runs up against two 
consecutive limits: a moral and a technical lis <. 


The moral limit: The strategy of mutual deterrence (MAD) [mutually 
assured destruction] turns the laboriously attained classical war ethics 
into its opposite. It does not primarily threaten the opposition's com- 
batants but takes the adversary's population hostage. We have been living 
under the protection of this threat to this day. Yet who would dare use 
use the strategic nuclear weapon in earnest against a localized act of 


war. 


The technical limit: The balance of strategic nuclear weapons achieved 
and fixed under SALT II de facto means that these weapons just deter 
each other from their own use. Any threat of unleashing the strategic 
strike against localized acts of war contains the danger of the retalia- 
tion strike, that is to say, of the indirect suicide of the one threaten- 
ing. A consequence of this self-paralysis of the strategic weapons is 











the uninterrupted chain of localized wars which, however, so far have 
been limited to the Third World. Another consequence is the development 
of numerous nuclear weapons for localized use. There is no reason of 
military logic why these weapons, too, should not be put to use some day. 


2. Localized Threat of War in Europe 


Today's deterrence strategy of NATO is based on the principle of the 
flexible response. For each stage of a potential enemy attack NATO is 
keeping the means ready which are to make lasting success in that par- 
ticular stage impossible for the acversary. It is part of this strategy 
not to announce beforehand which means of defense will be picked: the 
reaction remains flexible. 


In certain cases the response would have to make use of the means of 
escalation. For example, full use of the superior Soviet conventional 
armament would force NATO today to use theater nuclear weapons. Thus 
the adversary is to be deterred frera localized warlike acts by the 
threat that the flexible response will escalate the campaign to a war 
which he cannot win at all or only with unbearable sacrifices on his 
own part. The credibility of this threat requires that NATO can esca- 
late as high as its adversary. The uppermost rung of the escalation 
ladder was made up of the U.S. strategic intercontinental missiles in 
the era of U.S. nuclear superiority. 


NATO no longer has this uppermost rung in a credible state now. In his 
Brussels speech in September 1979 Kissinger bluntly said that the United 
States will use its intercontinental weapon only for its own country's 
protection. By that he did not say anything new to experts on the sub- 
ject. Yet the frank pronouncement of a truth at first consolidates its 
validity. The threat of a localized war in Europe indeed has grown as a 
result of the absence of a credible uppermost escalation rung. In that 
sense the eighties constitute a period of intensified danger for us. 


What is at issue today is the introduction of new medium-range missiles 
for NATO (Pershing-II and Cruise missile). Unlike the present missiles 
(Pershing-I) they are supposed to be able technically to reach the terri- 
tory of the Soviet Union. The demand for them springs from the desire to 
replace the uppermost rung of the ladder, which has become brittle, with 
a new, more stable rung. Zbigniew Brzezinski, the security advicer of 
the U.S. President, attributes to this decision the same histori._.1 sig- 
nificance as he does to the creation of the Strategic Air Command (SAC) 
by President Truman and the introduction of the intercontinental missiles 


by President Kennedy. 
3. The Russian Military Superiority in Europe 


In Europe the Soviet Union is superior in two arms stages: in conven- 
tional arms (tanks and infantry) and in medium-range sissiles. 




















A war in Europe limited to conventional weapons could be won by the Soviet 
Union today, if it wanted. Experts merely quarrel whether ite tanks 

could proceed sll the way to the Atlantic within a few days in the event 
of no nuclear defense or whether the tanks would need several weeks’ 
fighting to accomplish that. Likewise controversial is the presumable 
outcome of a European war limited to conventional and theater nuclear 
weapons. No doubt the mere waging of such a war would already come close 
to a catastrophe for the West European peoples, regardless of victory or 
defeat. 


Since the sixties the Soviet medium-range missiles with megaton warheads 
(SS-4 and SS-5) have presumably been able to eliminate in one first strike 
all military targets on the European continent that are menacing to the 
Soviet Union. Owing to their low accuracy and the very great explosive 
charge consequently required, such a strike presumably would also hit 
the civilian population of these countries and their economic goods in a 
devastating way. In the face of the threat people in Europe in part 
have taken consolation in the U.S. intercontinental missiles and partly 
in the consideration that the Soviet Union does not have any sensible 
motive for such a strike. This latter consolation is being mitigated by 
the introduction of the new, accurate and mobile Russian medium-range 
missile SS-20. Its technical data is still controversial among Western 
experts. But surely its greater accuracy allows a smaller explosive 
charge and thus a more precise limited military use for which, according 
to widespread Western judgment, there are fewer inhibitions. 


[DW151305] The actual threat to the West is to be found in two other 
states of affairs: 


First, geography rules out NATO's being able to inflict a comparable 
blow to the Soviet Union which would disarm the Soviet military poten- 
tial, even with new medium-range missiles of enhanced range. For geo- 
graphical reasons equal weapons do not mean equal effect here. 


Second, in the event of European weakness and disunity the Soviet Union 
need not carry out the strike at all. It might be sufficient for it 
politically to threaten only an individual NATO state, for example one 
that has been branded the “villain,” with this strike. Its political 
power is largely based on the threats at its disposal, threats which it 
has not carried out. 


4. The Necessity of a Great Answer to Brezhnev 


Brezhnev has announced a limited, unilateral arms reduction and linked ; 
with it an offer of negotiations which has been accompanied by threaten- 

ing tones for the event of an implementation of NATO's closure of the 

arms gap. The West is puzzling over his motive. The popular alternative 

of “sincerity or power policy” is too primitive. Which experienced power 
politician would have ever made an offer whose sincerity wouid not have 











been compatible with his power interests? The Russian alarm over the 
arms plans of NATO is obvious. Just as profound an economic concern 
avout the costs of a new arms race must be assumed. 


The West, however, in the present situation can only improve its situa- 
tion through a great offer of negotiations. This is not only true for 
the level of propagandistic moves. It applies in particular to the 
security policy substance. In a continued arms race NATO cannot com 
pensate the geographically resultant Russian superiority. 


The idea of “hawks” to lure the Russians into an arms race «economically 
unbearable to them and thus to destabilize their system, is extremely 
dangerous from t.e European viewpoint. This is how situations are 
created in which uomestic difficulties of the Soviet system may turn 
into foreign policy aggressiveness, into “adventure policy,” which 
otherwise is so despised in Russia. Russia would survive the localized 
European war even if ic did not win it; Western Europe might pay with 
its life even for a “victory.” It is the favorableness of the present 
hour that the Soviet leadership is visibly afraid of the Western inten- 
tions and that it has cause to consider a great offer seriously. Every- 
thing hinges on making an offer which would guarantee security to both 
sides. Such an offer is possible. 


I insert here a semi-serious remark. Having observed for decades the 
puzzling on both sides over the respective motives of the other side, 

a behavioristic analogy has helped me look at things. Why is it that 
dog and cat end up in conflict so easily? It was explained to me this 
way: They mutually misunderstand their innate signals. When the dog 
is angry it growls, when the cat is friendly it purrs. When the dog is 
friendly it wags its tail, when the cat is angry it whips its tail. 

But even dog and cat can learn to understand each other. 


5. No Incentive for Arms Race, No Threat of Suicide 


The ideal of an arms limitation agreement would be an iaherent.ly stable 
arms balance. What I call inherent here is a balance which in its struc- 
ture does not’ contain any incentive for the development of destabilizing 
armaments. The two natural criteria for this are: no incentive for arms 
race, no threat of suicide. 


It is the usual basic misunderstanding of the arms race problem that each 
side constantly charges the other with excessive, obviously aggressively 
meant, armament. In most cases this charge is even sincere. If two 
adversaries distrust each other each will feel secure only, however, when 
he is considerably stronger than the other. The condition that each must 
be stronger than the other is impossible to fulfill. Thus both are 
chasing after a bait tied to their noses, a bait which they will never 
reach. This is what is called arms race. Meanwhile, unilateral realiza- 
tion of the mechanism will not suffice for escaping from it. For he who 











does not participate in the race will really become the weaker party 
and must bear the consequences. It would be necessary to appeal to 
reason on both sides in order to create a system in which any further 
armament will not promise any adequate advantage. 


Is such a system possible? The simple example are weapons in which 
defense is superior to attack. Then both sides could arm in such a way 
that they cannot be attacked or are capable of scoring victory through 
attack. A conventional balance on this basis is conceivable. I shall 
discuss this further down in the explanation of thesis number 8. 


Another example is MAD, that is the mutual taking of hostages of the 
entire population with invulnerable weapons. This is an offensive 
weapon against which nothing can be defended except the weapon for the 
counterattack. If the weapons are sufficient for that purpose, then 
they do not contain any incentive for proliferation. In fact, the 
numer of intercontinental missiles today has been fixed at an already 
unnecessarily high level. This system, however, violated the second 
criterion. It "threatens with suicide,” with mutual murder, to be 
exact. Hence its insufficient protective effect against localized vars 
described in the beginning. 


“Europe from the Atlantic to the Ural Mountains” is a formula of de Gualle. 
It stands here only for the purpose of designating the problem as to how 
far the arms would have to be withdrawn lest they continue being a threat. 
This means dealing with details which go beyond the present essay. 


{[DW151333] 6. Three Components of a Treaty 


Adequate free inspection. This means naming an indispensable precondi- 
tion for a credible arms limitation. We Westerners must not, however, 
harbor the illusion that we thereby expect something of the Russians 
which is nearly impossible for their mentality. Secrecy to them is 
security, toward their own subjects as well as toward foreign countries. 
We will have to carefully define “adequate” inspection, and we will have 
to be prepared to sacrifice something that is important to us in return. 


Drastic restriction of nuclear weapons. In the SPIEGEL interview of 

5 November 1979 Professor Zagladin said: “But if you advance the proposal 
of total disarmament of all nuclear weapons, we will agree. You will 
have our approval of the treaty within 2 hours.” The Russians can make 
such utterances without danger since they know that the West cannot 
suggest that. The Russian conventional superiority then would become 
fully effective. And if things came to a head the Russians themselves 
would probably shrink back, if alone because of the Chinese. Yet a dras- 
tic restriction would have to mean a restriction to about one-tenth of the 
medium-range warheads now stationed in Eastern and Western Europe. The 
criterion would have to be that their use would be a clear military threat 
but no longer the threat of Western Europe's indirect suicide. This would 














be a proper price for NATO's renunciation of the new medium-range 
missiles. It would spell the liberation of Eastern and Western Surope 
from a doom looming over them which no arms race can avert. 


Balance of conventional arms. I speak here of a balance and not yet of 
reduction. The Russians with their approach to reality need enough tanks 
to feel secure at three fronts: vis-a-vis China, vis-a-vis NATO and vis- 
a-vis the populace of their cwn allies. A reduction of tanks on both 
sides of the NATO front will be possible in line with a change of the 
qualitative arms race between offensive tanks and defensive antitank 
arms, a change of the balance to the advantage of defense. That calls 
so far for a precisely planned defensive armament effort of NATO. It is 
militarily more important than the medium-range missiles. 


7. Criteria 


One often hears people say: “Rearm in order to disarm," or “one can 
negotiate only in a position of strength.” This is half true. It is 
historically painful and true that one cannot achieve a concession from 
the Russians if one does not show determination and strength. It is 
equally true historically that the disarmament of already introduced 

arms systems has almost never come about except in cases where the 
systems have not been militarily important any more. Normal historical 
developments mean armament to the limit of economic intolerability, then 
a domestic political crisis will take place at some time, in this connec- 
tion there will be war and an arms dictate of the winners. 


Even if the West makes a great offer, it will have to show determination 
and strength. These are the rules of the political game. The West sust 
make it clear that it will take armament measures it deems necessary if 
negotiations should fail, and that it will not have these measures delayed 
by long-lasting negotiations until they become ineffective. If negotia- 
tions should fail, NATO will be equipped some day with the arms it is 
preparing now. The West must, therefore, know whether it really wants 

to have these arms, whether possessing them will strengthen or endanger 
the West. The same criteria are applicable: Give as little of an arms 
race incentive as possible and make no suicide threats. 


The presently planned land-based medium-range missiles with a long range 
do not suffice with regard to these criteria. They are possible objects 
of political negotiations; but they are not the military arms we want to 
have if negotiations should fail. 


8. Conventional Balance 
The development of reconnaissance means and of accurate arms presently 
lowers the scales in the conventional field to the advantage of defense. 


Concentrations of tanks are targets for accurate nuclear arms, individual 
tanks are targets for conventional armor-piercing arms. Promoting 
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defensive developments in the conventional fleld is of vital importance 
for NATO. For the first time since the days of Guderian it would offer 
a possibility to compensate for tank superiority. It fulfills both 
criteria: it does not threaten with suicide, it could be applied at 
least in a form that cannot be used offensively and that vould not con- 
tain an incentive for the arms race. It would also free us of the 
necessity of reacting with nuclear arms to a conventional attack. It 
vould thus support every nuclear disarmament ofter. 


9. Sea-Based Medium-Range Missiles 


Why was the plan created *s close the arms gap with far-reaching medius- 
range missiles? The wost important role was probably played, as I said 
before, by the brittleness of the highest escalation rung, the American 
guarantee to use intercontinental missiles. The history of how the plan 
came about isc complex and it has not been published. Today, at any rate, 
it is a wish of the Americans--which comes close to being almost an order 
to the allies--and it is met by the worried hesitation of these European 
allies. 


The main reason for the hesitation is not the uncontested dislike of 
parliaments to increase arms expenditures. The main reason is the con- 
cern that these arms would endanger rather than protect them. This is 
what particularly irritates the American leadership. It wants European 
NATO to fully share the common risk in case of war. Kissinger said 
ironically in Brussels that most of his friends believed that nuclear 
war would be an exchange of missiles betweer. America and Russia high 
above the heads of the Europeans. Doubts of the Americans about the 
Europes loyalty to the alliance play a part in the coming about of the 
American wish for European engagement with regard to missiles. 


It is of vital importance for the alliance that cone must understand in 
America the negative effect of this kind of concern. It would be auch 
more dangerous for the alliance if the European leadership today vere 
to accept the land-based missiles and that the unavoidable reaction of 
the populaces would set in as soon as they have understood the conse- 
quence. 


{[DW151432}) Not an ideal but a possible alternative are sea-based sediue- 
range missiles having a long range. They already exist in three versions: 
as parts of the French and the British national nuclear arms, and as 
submarine-based Poseidon missiles directly subordinated to Saceur as 
American missiles for the defense of Ev 4 useful further develop- 
ment of this weapon would be the logic. on to a breakdown of 
negotiations; the timely preparations f.. «’ sevelopment could be 
decided in December this year. 


Like the land-based missiles, the sea-based missiles are not a genuine 
compensation for the Russian medium-range missiles because their range 














is mot enough for a disarming first strike against the entire Scviet 
Union. Like the land-based missiles they are not in liue with the 
criterion not to unleash a new arms race, because they represent 4 sew 
quality of arms that goes beyond the SS-20. They have the great 
advantage, however, of not attracting in a crisis the first strike of 
the antagonist on a populated area. They have been invulnerable so far, 
and if they were spotted the strike against them would hit the water. 


10. Land-Based Medium-Range Missiles 


The military reasons speaking against land-based missiles have been 
mentioned already. Only those can consider the reasons as insignificant 
who firmly be'ieve that deterrence will work anyway. Sut in times of 
accurate arms with the possibility of using them in a limited way this 
is wishful thin’.{ng. An alliance can be blackmailed to quite an extent 
politically if it gust threaten with joint action to protect one indi- 
vidual alliance partner, with action that would mean certain death to 
every alliance partner if it were carried out. 


It must be noted that the Americans have rid themselves of the risk they 
expect the Europeans to accept now. Because of the increasing threat of 
land-based intercontinental missiles they will be replaced by see-based 
missiles or removed from populated areas, something that is impossible 
in densely populated Europe. 


ll. Reactors and Temporary Storage Points 


I noted all arguments that have come up in the debate of experte which 
is taking place. I will add a new argument now. 


Ir, past years I have dealt thoroughly with safety problems connected with 
the peaceful use of nuclear energy. Much to the irritation of many con- 
cerned friends I convinced myself and have said that the normal operation 
and possible accidents of reactors, including the reprocessing and final 
storage of fissionable material, is probably not more dangerous than the 
far-reaching consequences of using fossil fuel. I never left any doubts, 
however, that particularly the effects of war on nuclear-technical 
installations are very dangerous. 


Because of the strangely bemused opinion of our technical planners who 
believe that war is out, my utterances usually have been ignored. As an 
exception I can quote the government declaration of .he minister presi- 
dent of Lower Saxony, Albrecht, of May 1979. Im the planned final 
storage point in Gorleben the temporary storage poi’cte close to the 
surface were to be built in such a way that their contents could be 
moved to the deep storage points in case of war. 


There are two cases where precautionary measures have no sense: 1) If no 
war action takes place at all, 2) if total nuclear war destroys the 








country completely anyway. Today's most likely form of var, however, 
lies between these extremes. The existing reactors as well as the 
temporary storage points are protected against crashes of most types 
of planes and against most conventional explosions by their concrete 
walls and ceilings. Installations on the ground are not protected 
against suclear arms. 


The fact that no rational silitary purpose for destroying nuclear- 
technical installations is discernible undoubtedly represents a mitiga- 
tion of risk. A war-wiaging strategy which wants to stay nonnuclear will 
mot want to attract the odium of causing militarily useless damage 
through such destruction. A war-waging strategy that has become nuclear 
and that wants to hit the civilian population with radioactivity has all 
means to that end without having to attack reactors. With this justifi- 
cation I advocated the view in March 1978 that the increase in the war 
risk as a result of the presence of muclear-technical installations is 
ect great enough to renounce nuclear energy for that reason. I am pre- 
pared to advocate this view today as well, yet I gust add two specifica- 
tions. 


First, in future nuclear-technical installations the greatest possible 
safeguard against the effects of war should always be a requirement in 
the approval procedures. For many installations a subterrean accommoda- 
tion will not entail any prohibitive additional costs. The interia 
storage depots that have become necessary today because of the temporary 
waiver of a centralized reprocessing installation likewise must be sub- 
jected to such safety rules. 


Second, however, I am convinced that it is impossible for a country 
having vulnerable nuclear-technical installations to introduce a new 
military strategy which threatens a limited nuclear use as its inte- 
grating component and thus at the same time invites reprisals. The 
expectation that such a strategy will remain rational enough even in 
the event of an extended course of war, that no nuclear-technical 
installations will be hit, is poorly justified. This is the very 
reason why the credibility of the threat suffers from this additional 
jeopardy which it brings about iteelf. This consideration alone is 
ample reason to admit only sea-based new mecium-range miss’ les. 


12. Protection of the Civilian Population 


Measures for the survival of the civilian population are an indispensable 
part of the preparation for the possibility of a war that cannot be ruled 
out. If I may speak personally again, I have not succeeded in the past 20 
years in helping this idea gain effect in our own country. On the one 
hand, one feared the alarm of the population; on the other hand civilian 
protection was deemed active war preparation. Meanwhile, what matters 
urgently is not costly bunker constructions, which are hardly useful in 
view of the short warning periods. What matters primarily is the vul- 
nerability of our highly centralized supply systes. 
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Shortly before and after the end of World War II the central supply 
system collapsed. Yet the coal-fired local power plants continued to 
supply electricity, and the local bakeries were still baking bread. 
Broad circles of people are not yet aware how fictitious military 
planning is in such a vulnerable system as a modern industrial state. 
The possibility of war, especially of the localized, extortive war 

does not, however, cease to exist as a result of our not being prepared 
for it. It is necessary to view the inevitability of this question 
within the framework of today's military planning. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


PRESS COMMENTS ON HAGUE NATO MEETING 


DW150848 Cologne DEUTSCHLANDFUNK Network in German to East and West 
Germany 0605 GMT 15 Nov 79 DW 


[Press review on 13-14 November NATO defense minister's meeting in The 
Hague } 


[Text] HANNOVERSCHE ALLGEMEINE states: What was at stake was the proof 
that after thorough talks the NATO partners are capable of jointly 
deciding and acting. Applied to the shrews in the alliance, the Dutch, 
this means: In view of an important armament plan the alliance does not 
allow a partner to step out of the ranks if he is outvoted. Then it no 
longer makes allowances for special wishes but demands submissic~. 
Making this clear was the outstanding political result of the 2-day 
meeting of the defense minisiers in The Hague. In the event that the 
Netherlands refuses to so along after all, the Dutch have been threat- 
ened by the Americans «nd their neighboring European allies with becoming 
second-class partners. Important developments would bypass them in the 
future. The neighbors trust that Holland wil] act be satisfied with a 
second-class status. 


Let us now take a look at the Cologne KOELNER STADT-ANZEIGER. The paper 
explains the following: At the moment, at any rate, it seems as though 
NATO will decide unanimously in Brussels in December, at least on the 
modernization in the field of medium-range weapons. Nevertheless, some 
skepticism is indicated. Objections, above all in Holland, have not been 
overcome at all, and the effects of a no from there perhaps would not be 
as negligible as the federal defense minister yesterday said with under- 
standable optimism. KOELNER STADT-ANZEIGER then draws the following 
conclusion: Thus the discussion will continue until December. What prob- 
ably will be decisive ultimately will be nuances in phrasing and tone. 
Still, hardly anybody doubts that negotiations with the Soviets on 
medium-range missiles will take place. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


BREZHNEV PROPOSAL DESIGNED TO SOW DISCORD IN NATO 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 20 Oct 79 p 1 
[Article by Guenther Gillessen: “Because We Are Threatened”) 


[Text] In the evaluation of Brezhnev's East Berlin talk there is near 
agreement among the Western allies. Few politicians in the West see a new 
attempt toward armament control in Brezhnev's proposal. Western diplomats 
have been commissioned with getting additional information about details 
from Moscow so that Brezhnev's proposal might be studied more thoroughly. 
But this extra information can hardly change the impression that Brezhnev 
above all wanted to sow discord among the Western allies, not to further 
disarmament, but to thwart a new resolution to acquire nuclear arms in NATO. 


Brezhnev's talk seems to be above all an attempt to put pressure on the 
Europeans and especially the FRG, and thus to try to loosen the European- 
American tie. 


Europeans are promised favored treatment if they refuse to accept the new 
American intermediate-range weapons. On the other hand they are threatened 
with increased danger from Soviet nuclear weapons if they agree to the 
deployment of American arms. In the case that the American-Soviet relation- 
ship worsens Europeans are given the hope of better treatment if they make 
the right choice now. Brezhnev did not mention the British and French inter- 
mediate-range arms in Europe at all, a gap that is supposed to shed light 

on the special danger to Western Europe through its ties with America, and 
to make Europeans see themselves as threatened, not protected by America. 


The massive threats with which Brezhnev accompanies his negotiation proposal 
concerning intermediate-range weapons and the decision to withdraw 20,000 
men and 1,000 tanks from the GDR make the talk a contradictory document: 

in part persuasion, in part pressure. There is contradiction also .~“ the 
peace propaganda itself. It is most obvious in the area of Western »:7'ty 
arguments. Brezhnev declar i that the new American arms would chan» € 
existing balance in Europe into Western superiority. If this were~- gy 
so, would the Soviet Union be prepared to withdraw 20,000 men and l,. « 
tanks unilaterally without reciprocal action or assurance by the West? 

This amount is, after all, not cmall, even though it is only a small part of 
the 160,000 men whom the Warsaw Pact has in excess of the NATO forces. 
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The povernment in Washington therefore definitely evaluated Brezhnev's 
proposal as an attempt to divide Americans and Europeans. Washington does 

not see any signs for favorable change in Soviet armament policy. In Bonn 
various statements from government circles show that the FRG government 

does not see it any differently. But here the upcoming discussions at the 
Berlin SPD congress make it appear advisable to recognize positive beginnings 
besides faults in Brezhnev's talk. This foreign policy evaluation is directed, 
of course, less to the Moscow address than to the Social Democrat Party: 

Its party congress is coming up. 


Along with the FRG government the Dutch government is also concerned about 
its ability to find sufficient support for the upcoming resolution for 
nuclear modernization in parliament. Both governments think that they can 
receive enough support only if the decision for production of the new 

arms is linked to a new offer of disarmament negotiations. They find then- 
selves in a position of having to present armament policy as arms control 


policy. 


As understandable as the consideration of the German and Dutch government 
for the opposition at home is--both governments do not make it easier for 
themselves with defense policy in general and the upcoming NATO resolution 
in particular by presenting and legitimizing armament policy almost like an 
appendage to an actual and more worthy disarmament policy. Thus defense 
policy is separated from its actual justification, a concrete Soviet threat 
in its various categories (conventional, continental-strategic) resulting 
at the end of American intercontinental-strategic superiority. There is 
the danger that the rationale of the defense debate in the parties and in 
the country will get lost, if arguments are subordinated to the practical 
needs of party congress productions instead of explaining and justifying 
armament policy only with the necessity of the security situation. 


The second disadvantage of a defense policy that is oriented on the desire 
for disarmement is that it must lead to a policy of acquiring and deploying 
that is retractible. It will hardly be able to avoid constantly inviting 
the opponent to intervene with disruptive maneuvers and to indicate disarma- 
ment readiness without coming to results which could make arms renouncements 
equivalent to security policy gains. 


The FRG government clearly understands the importance of a resolution of the 
entire alliance at NATO's upcoming winter session. It knows that it must 
not fail. The debacle with the neutron bomb was a lesson. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


SAARLAND FDP UNABLE TO DEFINE CLEAR LINE, LOSING SUPPORT 
Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 22 Oct 79 pp 77-79 
[Article: “The Success Politicians" ] 


[Text] Liberals of the Saar, mulling over their future, find nothing to 
cheer them. "We have the choice," opines FDP delegate, Prof Peter Baehr, 
"between cholera, pest and smallpox." 


A new coalition of the FDP with the CDU after the Landtag election on 27 
April 1980 would be dismal for Baehr and other left-oriented persons. Being 
on the side of the colorless and nameless new CDU minister president Werner 
Zeyer, they believe that--in their own view--"no bouquets would be a-coming” 
to them in the advanced positions of the Strauss-battle, also set for 1980. 


The plague--at least for the ministerial wing of the party and the surviving 
grandpas of the Democratic Party of the Saar (DPS) headed by the Saar- 
combatant Heini Schneider--would be a collaboration with the Social Demo- 
crats on the Land level and a support for the SPD's top candidate, Oskar 
Lafontaine, 36; the latter's party with its clearly leftist course is deemed 
to be “incapable of governing" in the Land, thinks the chief of the FDP 
fraction, Edwin Huegel. 


And evil would also be the consequences of total abstinence, argues Baehr. 
Namely, should a compromise be made between the FDP ministers and the FDP 
base from the numerous communes ruled by social-liberal coalitions at the 
Land party congress scheduled for early December (according to the formula: 
"Hang loose between CDU and SPD"), there is again the threat of a free fall. 
Once before, in 1970, when the "Popularlist Reinhard Koch" (campaign slogan) 
commanded the liberal host in the midget state, the FDP could garner only 
4.4 percent of the votes. 


Koch's successor Werner Klumpp, who would like to "maintain one or another 
of the old liberal ideas at least" in Germany's corner, has since that time 
changed his colors whenever his needs dictate. At times he preaches the 
word according to the national-liberal remnants, at other times he offered 
services to the regional rear guard of the Apo, that had gathered motivation 
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from the Liberal FDP-Professor Maihofer, one-time rector of Saarbruecken 
University. Amicable toward right and left the FDP in 1975 almost doubled 
its percentage to 7.5. 


In the meantime Klumpp had concluded an alliance with the Juso-leader La- 
fontaine in the gourmet eateries of Lothringia. Lafontaine was an honor 
graduate of the episcopal convent in Pruem (Eifel). Even veteran regent 
Franz Josef Roeder (CDU) considered the graduate physicist Lafontaine the 
man with “the greatest political talent” in his milieu. Hardly a few good 
meals later Klumpp and Lafontaine pushed Roeder's CDU from the mayor's 
chairs of Saarbruecken city and community. The honor graduate became the 
youngest lord mayor of the FRC, Klumpp became president of the communal 
federation. Together they undertook to bring about the fall of Roeder in 
1975, an attempt that fell only a few hundred votes short of success. 


A deadlock in the Landtag, with 25 CDU seats against 22 for the SPD and 3 
of the FDP kept Roeder in office without a majority. In 1977 “after 
sleepless nights" Klumpp and his three seats went over to the other camp-- 
to be sure, preaching only the need to fulfill a “political necessity." 

At the time Roeder did not even have an accepted budget for a basis of 
activity. 


From that time on many a time a good spirit could be found in the offices 

of the economic minister Klumpp, a spirit that for years has put in an 
appearance on the Saar--the current chief of the Landes bank and formerly 

a negotiator for Roeder's succession, the one-time Roechling manager Manfred 
Schaefer. Klumpp's party comrades like Baehr, commenting on such an idyli, 
say that “politics here has always been made more by the people in the back- 
ground.” In any case, Klumpp put perceivable distance between himself and 
the comrades. 


When the “great integration figure Roeder" (Klumpp) died unexpectedly, 

the FDP, citing coalition reasons, voted for his successor, Bonn's backbencher 
Zeyer. Quietly Klumpp's democratic emergency assistance thus became a per- 
manent dole. 


The claim that “Genscher needs this third possibility to relieve pressure 

in Bonn" (Klumpp) seems to be untenable, even in the long perspective. 

The Strauss-foes among the liberals hardly consider the Saar-model as viable 
anymore. They “cannot imagine," states a delegate, how the man from the 
south raves “against all liberals” in Essen and Herne style in Saar-bruecken 
as well, and how then Klumpp “could sit with Zeyer the next day at the coali- 
tion table.” 


On the other hand--Almost the only asset of the Saar-government is the re- 
gional structural policy that is the responsib‘tity of the minister of 
economics. Should the Saar-FDP's party congress beginning December vote 
for keeping the coalition question open or even for an alliance with 
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Lafontaine who has in the meantime advanced to SPD-chairman, then Kiumpp 
(as well as the FDP member Rosemarie Scheverln, the minister for social 
affairs) would be forced to resign. Then he would also resign ‘rom party 
presidency and the Landtag, threatens the FDP chief. 


So many ifs and whens could even result in a constellation at the Saar 
that would result in a clearcut profit for Franz Josef Strauss at the 1980 
Landtag elections--Shouuld the FDP and the “greens” only garner 4 percent 
of the votes each, then the Union could have the absolute majority of the 
deputies on the Saar. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


ECONOMIC PROSPECTS, NEED TO EXPORT EXAMINED 
Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG in German 13-14 Oct 79 p 33 
/Article by Walter Slotosch: “Success in Exports a Must" 


/Text/ The arbitrary ups and downs which characterize the summer months when 
plants shut down for vacations often draw something of a veil over the state 
of the market and thus make it difficult to get one's bearings. But there is 
no denying one thing: We are approaching the peak of the upswing which began 
in the middle of 1977, which became more marked in 1979--in part in the manner 
of a boom--and which will reach its climax this fall. Despite some unknowns, 
one can probably say that the coming year will bring a leveling-off of the 
growth rate, but not the start of a recession. The unfavorable consequences 
of the oil price hike, the increased cost of raw materials worldwide and the 
further jump in international inflation--all these factors have not prevented 
the FRG's economy from continuing to look very good at year's end. 


Oil Price To Rise Further 


Despite the renewed oil shock the volume of world trade was greater than ex- 
pected; in fact registering a gain of 7 percent in real terms this year; for 
an export economy like the FRG this was a fortunate development. German ex- 
ports increased beyond this by 8 to 9 percent. The German Federal Bank pro- 
jects a further rise in exports by about 4 percent in real terms for the 
coming year. This would cut the growth rate in half, but would still not be 
a bad showing. It is to be expected that loss of purchasing power due to the 
drastic oil price increases will not be fully felt before 1980 throughout the 
world. Until then ofl prices will rise still further. The large oil compa- 
nies expect them to be another 20 percent higher in a year's time. The re- 
cent price increases by Kuwait and Mexico may be viewed as foreshadowing this 
development. 


Increasing Uncertainty 
In view of these prospects, the Kiel Institute for World Trade has already pre- 


dicted a worldwide recession for next year and a growth of the FRG's gross 
national product by a mere 1.5 percent. This pessimistic forecast has been 














heatedly contradicted: The Federal Government, the Federal Bank, the Federa- 
tion of German Industries and the Federation of German Employers have all 
dissociated themselves from this prognosis although the employers above all 
have no real reason for painting too rosy a picture of the situation consid- 
ering the fact that a new bargaining round is just around the corner. The 
large international economic organizations incline toward a pessimistic 

view of the future as well. IMF, for instance, maintains that growth rates 
will shrink even more than expected thus far. GATT's estimate for the near 
term calls for a gradual downturn marked by brief periods of respite and 
steep, fairly long-lasting downgrades. Mietfinanz, one of the leading in- 
vestment firms, believes it can detect investments beginning to tail off. 
Views concerning the automobile market also tend to diverge. The Ifo-Insti- 
tute, as opposed to the automobile manufecturers, expects the situation to 
deteriorate in 1980; i.e. new registrat! should decrease by 10 percent. 


On the other hand, there are a number of ally positive signs pointing to 

a continuation of the upswing next year, although the curve may level off. 
The GNP, whic) is expected to grow by about 4.4 percent in real terms this 
year will still grow by about 2.8 percent next year. It is the situation 

on the investment market which speaks for such a development most of all. 
Business profits have improved significartly. The engineering industry 
which can be trusted for a clear estimate of the investment climate is quite 
optimistic. It has noted a new element in the investment picture in addition 
to investments to enlarge and rationalize production, which are being inten- 
sified for the first time in a long while--innovation. Large-scale invest- 
ments are being made to introduce new products and new production techniques. 
But these investment plans do not depend greatly upon as estimate of current 
market conditions. As it happens, they are a consequence of structural 
changes within the industry. 


Enviable Competitive Position 


The export figures of the FRG are quite impressive: In July ard August they 
were 18.1 percent higher than last year. During the first 8 months of this 
year the nominal growth rate stood at 11.8 percent and at 8 percent in real 
terms. Whether or not exports will increase by another 4 percent next year 
as predicted by the Federal Bank will depend largely on business conditions 
on the Evropean export markets. There, the intensified investment activity 
began somewhat later than in the FRG. The much faster rise in the price 
index of other countries would seem to speak for a continued, favorable com- 
petitive position for German exports. In this connection one noticeable 
advantage of the European Monetary System is the relative fixing of exchange 
rates vis-a-vis these partner countries. Significant price increases in 
Western Europe which are not offset by DM revaluations tend to improve the 
competitiveness of German exporters. 


As for the dollar as a factor on the export market, it seems as though the 


exchange rate will be gradually lowered from the present DM 1.75 to DM 1.70 
by next year, accompanied by some dilatory support tactics. This should not 
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lead to an appreciable worsening of the German exporters’ competitive position. 
The prospect for trade with the East Bloc in the coming year are not very fa- 
vorable due to these countries’ poor balance of payments positions. On the 
other hand, a larger number of orders is expected to come from the OPEC coun- 
tries, though mot as many as after the ofl price increase of .973. 


imported Inflation 


Export or bankruptcy is becoming an alternative our economy must take serious- 
ly. For some time now, the FRG's imports have been increasing at a far higher 
rate than her exports. For the first time ever this year the FRG will not 
register a trade surplus (balance of trade, services and transfers). The 
“terms of trade", i.e. the import-export price ratio, have fallen off dramati- 
cally this yea” «~d thus led to an excessive increase in imports, which had 
been growing {...er over the long term at any event. — As a consequence, ve 
are getting less in terms of import units for every unit we export. In August, 
the import price level overall was 17.3 percent higher than it was a year ago. 
During the first 8 months of this year our export surplus has declined to DM 
16.5 billion. During the same period last year it totaled DM 24.3 billion. 
Increased imports and rising import prices have resulted in our spending 26 
percent more for imports from foreign countries in August than we did in Au- 
gust of last year! In other words, we must succeed in increasing our exports, 
if we want to avoid a trade deficit running into billions next year. 


Oil Price and Wages Don't Mix 


Next year's round of contract talks, it is generally agreed, will affect the 
state of the economy in a very decisive manner. From what is known of the 
negotiating positions of the two sides, it may be assumed that the wage talks 
next year will focus on the question to what extent the inflation induced by 
foreign countries should be offset, if at all. This underscores the danger of 
a spiraling effect brought on by the price of oil on the one hand and wages on 
the other. An economy-oriented wage policy would have to take into account 
that business cannot be made to foot the bill for more expensive imports twice 
over. 


The toned-down wage contracts for the current year have been advantageous for 
the economy as a whole. The substantial one-time jump in the cost of living 
notwithstanding, there still remains a positive improvement in wages and sala- 
ries in real terms. The market upturn which this brought on had a favorable 
effect on the labor market above all. Among males, full employment has clear- 
ly been attained since. Using internationally accepted guidelines, the unem- 
ployment figure for September stood at 2.2 percent. The steadily increasing 
shortage of skilled labor has put the brakes on the growth of large segments 
of the German crafts industry. Some 200,000 jobs in this branch of industry 
could be filled at once, if suitable manpower were available. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


BRIEFS 


BORDER CROSSING CHECKS CONTINUE--Berlin--The Berlin police continued 
their checks at the Berlin border crossing points today. According to 
the police 78 people were examined today, of whom two were handed over 
to the aliens police to have their credentials checked. The checks, 
which because of Berlin's special status are somewhat unusual, are 
according to the police being carried out because of the flood of 
illegal entries by foreigners and concern about possible fresh activi- 
ties by German and foreign terrorists. The police said that the checks 
would continue in future with variable numbers of men and tactics. 

A spokesman for the Berlin Senat, Hermann Meyn, stressed that the GDR 
protest lacked any foundation. The police controls were in accord with 
the laws applicable in the western sectors. [Excerpts] [LD150001 
Hamburg DPA in German 1844 GMT 14 Now 79 LD] 


TANKS TO PAKISTAN DENIED--Bonn--Bonn government sources today denied 
Indian press reports that the Pakistan Army is to be modernized with 
500 “West German battle tanks." A Defense Ministry spokesman said that 
the Federal Republic does not supply tanks to Pakistan, and it is not 
planning to supply heavy armaments of this sort to the country. He 
pointed out that agreements on supplying tanks are, as a matter of 
principle, signed only with NATO member states. The only exception 

to this at present is Australia. He also said that Bonn is not engaged 
in “tank business" with Argentina. The Indian reports had said that 
the tanks due to be supplied to Pakistan were now being tested in 
Argentiya. [Excerpt] [LD121444 Hamburg DPA in German 1318 GMT 

12 Nov 79 LD) 
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KWU REACTOR TO ARCGENTINA--Bonn, 13 Now (AFP)--Expert sources reported here 
today that before the end of the year the FRC Covernment will authorize the 
Kraftwerk Union Company to deliver a nonenriched uranium reactor to Argen- 
tina. This information was disclosed after a meeting held today by the 
"Nuclear Committee” which is a consultative body established by FRC Chan- 
cellor Helmut Schmidt, and ‘* includes government and union representatives 
and scientists. According to the sources the FRC Covernment wants Argen- 
tina to accept security controls stricter than those of the International 
Atomic Energency Agency [IAEA]. Argentina, the sources recalled, has not 
signed the nonproliferation treaty. However, expert sources believe that 
Argentina will accept the conditions of the FRC Government and thus the 
latter will reach a favorable decision in the next few weeks. [Text] 
[PY132312 Paris AFP in Spanish 1821 GMT 13 Now 79 PY) 


YOUTH VOTE BOOSTS GREENS--The success of Bremen’s Green List, which received 
5.14 percent of the votes in the city parliament elections of 7 October and 
will send four representatives to the parliament of the smallest federal 
land is due above all to the younger voters. In all age groups up to 35 
years they made up more then § percent. They received the largest percentage 
from those who were voting for the first time, 15.4 percent; the lowest 
percentage came from voters over 60 years. Of the voters between 21 and 25 
years, 14.6 percent voted for the Greens, and between 25 and 35 years 8.6 
percent. In all other age groups they remained under 5 percent. Of those 
voting for the first time (18 to 21 years) 16.4 percent of the men and 14.1 
percent of the vomen voted for the Greens. According to a preliminary eval- 
uation of the representative election statistics ‘yy the Land Bureau of Sta- 
tistics, the proportion of youth voting was considerably less than average. 
[Text] [Frankfurt/Main FPRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 20 Oct 79 p 1j 9232 
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COUNTRY SECTION FINLAND 


TAMPERE PAPER SEES INTERNATIONALIZATION OF IRANIAN AFFAIR 
LDOS1548 Helsin.: omestic Service in Finnish 0920 Gt & Now 79 LD 
[Prom the pres. « view on events in Iran] 


[Text] The conservative paper AAMULEHTI says that Iran seems to be 
poving toward increasing confusion and arbitrariness. After the occups- 
tion of the embassies of the United States and other countries, the 
issue is no longer merely an internal Iranian matter but activity which 
threatens the established forms of intercourse between states. Such a 
policy is nearing irrationality, AAMULEHTI notes. It proves that the 
Iranian religious rulers care nothing for the prosperity of their own 
citizens or for the views of the rest of the world. Nothing else seens 
to matter any longer than the strengthening of the power of the priests. 





AAMULEHTI notes that it may, of course, be possible that Khomeyni is 
calculating. In the midst of the deepening chaos and spiritual dark- 
ness it is suitable to draw the attention of the people elsewhere for «a 
moment, to fan them into hysteria against the shah and the United States. 
When dissatisfaction is channeled against an outsize enemy, a little time 
can still be gained. The trick has been much used also elsewhere, apart 
from Iran. 


The occupation of the U.S. Embassy would have ended immediately if 
Khomeyni had imme \iately dissociated himself from it. As this did not 
happen--as he, on the contrary, gave his support to the occupiers-~a 
difficult and dangtrous situation has arisen. The basic rules of 
diplomacy aave beer grossly violated. And this is not all: Despite the 
denials, there is in the air a threat of using the oil weapon against 
the United States. This for its part would cause additional problems 
for the Americans and indirectly also to the energy supplies for the 
rest of the Western world. 


Through its ruthless action Iran has once again given a bitter reminder 
of the vulnerability of the world's economic structure. President Carter 
has very few means for direct intervention. It seems impossible to hand 
over the sick shah for execution in Iran. A military rescue operation 
has to be discounted at least at this stage. Even the opening of a 
negotiation contact with the Iranian rulers is difficult after Bazargan's 
resignation, AAMULEHTI notes. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FINLAND 


POREILGN MINISTER ON OFFICIAL VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Minister Departs 
LD101353 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 1030 GMT 10 Now 79 LD 


[Text] Foreign Minister Paavo Vayrynen left today on an official visit 
to Saudi Arabia. The official part of the visit takes place tomorrow 
and on Monday. Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister Sa'ud Ibn Faysal is host 
for the visit. Vayrynen's visit is the first Finnish foreign ministerial 
‘eit to Saudi Arabia. The entourage of Vayrynen includes managing 
director of the Confederation of Finnish Industries Stig Haestoe, trade 
manager of Neste Oy [State O11 Company] Kai Hietarinta, managing director 
Kari Kairamo from Nokia Oy, and managing director Lauri Reunala from the 
Association of Building Contractors. During the visit Vayrynen is to 
conduct political talks with the foreign political leaders of Saudi 
Arabia. We will aleo meet sainisters responsible for sectors important 
to Finnish-Saudi Arabian economic and comercial relations. Saudi Arabia 
is Finland's largest trade partner among the Arab countrics. 


Talke Held 
LD130045 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 2000 GMT 12 Now 79 LD 


[Text] The development of industrial cooperation between Finland and 
Saudi Arabia was discussed in the talks Foreign Minister Paavo Vayrynen 
had in Jidda today. Plans for the electrification of the rural areas in 
Saudi Arabia were also discussed. The talks were held with the Saudi 
Arabian minister of industry and electricity, who briefed Vayrynen on 
Saudi Arabia's big development plans for industry. The aim of there 
talks, as well as the whole visit by the foreign minister, is to develop 
the general foundations of cooperation betwem Finland and Saudi Arabia. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FINLAND 


BRIEFS 


PROTOCOL WITH EGYPT--Trade between Finland and Egypt, as well as joint 
industrial and building projects in Egypt, have been discussed during a 
visit to Egypt by Minister of Trade and Industry Ulf Sundqvist. 
Sundqvist's 6-day visit to Egypt ended today. Sundqvist and Egyptian 
Minister of Electricity Mustafa Kamal Sabri signed today a negotiation 
protocol on some cooperation projects in the field of electricity 
distribution. During the visit of the Finnish delegation, a planning 
agreement, worth about 60 million markaa, was signed on offices and 
apartment hotels to be built in Cairo. [LDO90400 Helsinki Domestic 
Service in Finnish 1400 GMT 8 Nov 79 LD] 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRANCE 


U.S., USSR SEEN AS ‘RIVAL ACCOMPLICES' 
Paris LE FIGARO in French 8 Sep 79 p 2 
[Article by Paul-Marie de la Gorce: "The Rival Accomplices"] 


[Text] The first consequence of the new crisis between the USSR and the U.S. 

is Jimmy Carter's announcement of the accelerated deployment of the MX mobile 
intercontinental missle in order to remedy the vulnerability of the Titan silos, 
which could be destroyed by Soviet strategic nuclear weapons. 


It calls into question, as other crises have in the past, this rivalry-complicity 
that is a constant characteristic of their relationship. Never has this formula 
seemed so appropriate as at the present stage of their relationship. The rivalry 
is the development of the struggles that are shaking a great part of the world, 
from Indochina to Afghanistan, from the Near East to southern Africa and the 
Caribbean, and in which every great power intervenes, even if it has not provoked 
the conflicts, in order to frustrate its rival or extend its zone of influence. 
The complicity is adjustment in the relationship of forces between Russia and 
America so that they can limit their gigantic armament effort, “rationalize” 
their race for power and consolidate "parity," in particular nuclear parity, 
which prevents them from waging war. SALT I and II are evidence of that. 


Are we at one of those moments when rivalry and complicity seem to be mutually 
exclusive? This is the qvestion underlying the crisis caused by the “discovery” 
of 3,0°0 Soviet troons in Cuba and the threat of the U.S. Senate not to consider 
further the text of the SALT II treaty. Still, two questions must be answered: 
whence this Soviet presence, and why “reveal” it now? 


Everyone rnows that since the confrontat‘on in the old Portuguese colonies after 
their indypendence, Cuba has played an increasingly important role in the policy 
of the socialist camp, particularly in the contested zones, where it is trying 

to gain a foothold, in Africa and the vicinity. This is the reason for the 
increasing reinforcement of the Soviet training mission. Its complement has 
increased rapidly since 1974, and it can even be said that they were more numerous 
last year than this year: 4,000 as opposed to 3,000. 
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It has also long been known that the Soviets were building, using and protecting 

a base to track American observation satellite launchings, especially from Florida. 
The two great powers have been increasing the number of these bases ever since 
"spy satellites” began to play a capital role in deterrence and arms control 
through indentification of opposing forces. In this respect, the Soviet base 

in Cuba can be compared to the American bases in Turkey and, formerly, Iran. 


But it is true that the many tasks that have fallen to the Cubans has caused 

an intensification of the Russian military presence in Cuba: instructors, officers 
and technicians have had to prepare almost simultaneously Cuban contingents--or 
Cuban military “cooperation” missions--in Angola, Mozambique, Ethiopia, and Eritrea, 
perhaps in central Yemen and even, in lesser numbers, in progressive countries 

like the Congo. 


And as it always has in such cases, the Soviet military bureaucracy has gotten 
fatter and heavier the more missions it ha~ had to undertake. The results have 
also been considerable, because the Soviets have proved they are capable of 
airlifting on short notice units numbering several thousand men with remarkable 
flexibility. 


But why are there American “revelations” now about the Russian presence in Cuba? 


The U.S. domestic situation has to be considered. The crises that have followed 
one another since the last phase of the Vietnam war have exacerbated the rivalries 
and struggles between the various administrations that are normally characteristic 
of the American federal government and that make its workings sometimes chaotic. 
Everyone knows that the largest American central clearing house for intelligence, 
the CIA [Central Intelligence Agency], has been severely shaken up and, without 
overstating the importance of this, it is known that the CIA has wanted to show 
that by distrusting it and cutting its budget the U.S. has diminished its capacity 
to be informed in time on any given business. Such procedures are not unusual 

in America or elsewhere. The bitterness of the 1980 presidential election campaign 
explains why they are being resorted to now. 


it is also an attack on President Carter. At the beginning of the month, he had 
decided to discontinue surveillance flights over Cuba; he considered them useless 
because the same purpose is accomplished by satellites and the flights prevent 
normalization of relations with a regime that there is no way to overthrow in 

any case. Obviously, the recent "revelations" are intended to accuse him of 
carelessness and imprudence; in short, to prepare the success of someone else's 
candidacy. 


But of course that couldn't be explained without the climate prevailing in the 
United States, a climate that is permeated by the will to power and the resolu- 
tion to confront present threats in U.S. zones of influence. It is indeed quite 
the opposite of the spirit of withdrawal and decadence that a great part of the 
European press is pleased to describe. 
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Truc, the Amcricans know they have wet with som failures, though they rarely 
admit that they are often due to mistakes made by their government, e.g. its 
blindness to the weakness of the shah's regime, its unfortunate backing of the 
least representative nationalist movements in Angola, or the precipitous retreat 
after the American positions in Ethiopia fell to Negus. But these setbacks, 

as always in American history, have increased the desire to react and show 
strength. 


What can be expected from the present crisis? President Carter himself can 
have no illusions. The ratification of SALT II is stalled for the moment. 

At the risk of appearing pessimistic, it can be believed that ratification is 
unlikely before next year's elections. 


Simultaneously, the arms race will be speeded up tremendously. The decision 

to deploy the MX is an initial sign of it. And as was said on Thursday, the 
installation of medium-range suclear weapons in European NATO countries wili 

be announced before long. In any case, the likelihood of a delay in ratifying 
SALT If will be enough to impel each of the two camps to reinforce its positions 
with an eye to future negotiations. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRANCE 


PCF'S GREMETZ: FRANCE MUST STOP HELPING MOROCCO, RECOGNIZE POLISARIO 
LD131423 Paris L'HUMANITE in French 6 Nov 79 p 9 LD 


|[Unattributed report on statement by PCF Politburo member Maxime Gremetz: 
"Following Visit by PCF, PCI and PCE Delegations") 


[Text] As we know, a joint PCF, PCI and PCE delegation has recently visited 
West Sahara. 


On his return, Maxime Gremetz stated among other things: 


"In particular, this visit has enabled me to assess the situation in the 
field in that part of the world. I have drawn certain conclusions from 
what I saw. 


"First, the POLISARIO Front is in control of the situation in the field. 
With the exception of a few cities, in which Moroccan troops have been inm- 
mobilized, the entire territory of the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic 
[SDAR| has been liberated. The recent liberation of Mahbes has revealed 

the king's of Morocco difficulties. The American arms promised by Mr Carter 
will not alter the situation, 


"Second, tens of thousands of people have become refugees as a result of 
this war. Those with whom we have been able to have long talks are looking 
after themselves. Under difficult conditions, considerable progress has 
been achieved in the education, health and child care spheres. Women 
actively participate in social and political life. This, however, must 

not conceal the tragedy of these refugees who have not been allowed to re- 
turn to their own country. Some people in France and Europe who are quick 
to be stirred by other causes have remained silent as far as this problem 
is concerned, 


"My third conclusion, which I have reached on the basis of all my contacts 
and discussion, is that the POLISARIO Front indeed represents the Saharan 
people who identify themselves with it and recognize it as its legitimate 
and sole representative. 
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“Thus chis visit has enabled us again to observe that our government sup- 
ports aggressors and is acting wholly against the peoples’ wishes. It 
bears heavy responsibility with respect to this problem. It has approved 
of Morocco's policy, supplied Morocco with arms end has even iatervened 
militarily against te POLISARIO Front. 


"In view of the difficulties now facing its policy, it has proclaimed its 
*‘meutrality." But can you be neutral if you supply arms and advisers to 
the Moroccan Army? 


“France should adopt a completely different attitude, an attitude consistent 
with its traditions and vocation. It should cease to pursue an aggressive 
policy, agree to play a positive roie with a view to restoring peace in 

this part of the world and insure that the Saharan people's rights to self- 
determination and independence are recognized. In particular, the French 
Government should at last recognize the POLISARIO Front whose representative- 
ness has completely been proved. It should stop helping the Moroccan Army 
which is an army of aggression. 


"It is because we believe that our country should be prevented from again 
becoming the last country to recognize the realities of our times that we 
have decided to bring this problem to the notice of public opinion. We 
will forcefully reassert this in Paris on 15 November at a meeting with our 
Spanish and Italian comrades which will be addressed by a POLISAR!0 Front 
representative, 
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COUNTKY SECTION FRANCE 


HERZOG DISCUSSES LEFT UNION, GRASSROOTS UNION, 1981 ELECTIONS 
Paris L'HUMANITE in French 13 Sep 79 pp 5-6 


/Excerpt from the report to the Central Committee by new Politburo member 
Philippe Herzog -- date and place unspecified/ 


/Excerpt/ Part II 
C. The New Means of Action and Unity 


This is the main question today: unity in action. One cannot separate 
these two aspects: unity of action to check the government and its 
aggression; the unity of the popular forces for democratic change. For 
what is urgent, imperative, for the workers is an immediate improvement of 
their situation and to be able to advance toward lasting solutions that 
open a future for their children and for their country. 


An Historic, Fundamentally New Situation 


it is absolutely necessary that the workers, the great masses, benefit from 
the conclusions of our Congress. We must be clear on the ways to bui!d 
unity. The difficulties that are amassing for the workers, the best percep- 
tion of the national character of the crisis, are precisely what make it 
necessary to raise the question of the necessary political changes. But 
this can be done in such a way that one picks up deep illusions again, 
which benefit the government's maneuvers to obtain a consensus and which 
are harmful to both action and unity. 


in this Congress we started from a critical thought. The common program 
raised, with unprecedented force, the question of change. But it also had 
drawbacks. The summit agreement on this program maintained the i! lusion 
on thr real desire of the Socialist Party and gave the impression of being 
able to solve the problems by itself, in some sort of total fashion, from 
outside in relation to the people; whereas there was not in the country 
sufficient awareness nor the strength necessary to impose ang achieve the 
reforms it was advocating. This is what impeded any action. In spite of 
their development, the struggles did not have the strength and the scope, 
on a class basis, that the situation required, that is to say, the 
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systematic deployment of the policy corresponding to the strategy used by 
major French capital in the crisis. There was a constant tendency to 
postpone solving the problems until after the elections were over. Even 
uS communists were not able to plan immediate action as we wished, on the 
basis of serious objectives, to come to the immediate defense of the 
workers and help them to grab some improvements. The summit agreements for 
action, which were made on several occasions within the framework of the 
liaison committee of the left, did not permit or encourage mass action to 
really achieve the objectives that were being held back. Moreover, our 
partners, although they were deriving political benefit from them, did not 
see any specific commitments there to struagle for. For example, the fight 
for a democratic price control was part of a common decision of 2 February 
1975. Our partners defended it so little in life that in 1977, at the time 
of the meetings to formalize the common program, they had forgotten that 
this decision had been made, and they opposed this measure. 


However, our thoughts at the Congress, which do confirm and clarify those 
of the 22d Congress, have gone beyond these observations. 


The difficulties of unity are part of a fundamentally new, original 
historic situation, which calls for new means of action and unity. 


In his report to the 23d Congress, G. Marchais revealed the radically 
different character of the current situation in relation to that of the 
Popular Front or of the Liberation, a difference that one must keep in mind 
in order to grasp the "fundamental origin" of the illusions on the change: 
it is that today, it is a question of a crisis in society that calls for a 
change in society. This cannot fail to have consequences on the conditions 
of the immediate struggles themselves, where both ends must be combined, 
the immediate defense and the need for a future of progress, and to do it 
in an original fashion, since there can be no such future except in thorough 
Nemocratic changes. in this situation, and in spite of all our efforts, 
the common program, while responding to the essential need for change, did 
it without being sufficiently based on the awareness and act'on of the 
workers, and most especially on the awareness of the newness of the crisis 
and the solutions. tt did it according to methods that concea'’ed the 
reality of the unity in the country. 


On the one hand there was this consistent response to the major claims of 
the workers; and on the other hand, the workers could not themselves express 
sufficiently well their hopes and their needs in their diversity and their 
contradictions, The illusions and the resistances to change did not 

weaken sufficiently when carrying out the action or experiencing unity. 


The spirit of a great electoral night, and the fact that the delegation 
was accustomed to general staffs, were obstacles to the struggle and to 
the awareness of methods of change, The need for unity is such that it 
results in great illusions and actions of unity for the sake of unity, 

independent of its real objectives or its real condition, 











in the name of unity--and these difficulties still exist today, the govern- 
ment, the PS, and the reformist elements, wanted to prevent any openness, 
any public discussion on political behavior that could harm the interests of 
the workers. For example, as early as 1974 several PS leaders spoke bluntly 
of the necessity for austerity and for the mobility of the workers; quite 
clearly, for layoffs. Well, when the communists were disturbed about it, 
the government, the PS, and others raised a great chorus of cries ard 
accusations of controversy. 


Then, after the defeat of 1978, we decided to do nothing that would increase 
these difficulties, and even more, to do everything to reduce tem. 


Setting Up Action That Corresponds to Our Strategy 


Our reflection has led us to the conclusion that we must advance along 

an innovative path, the path of unity in grassroots action, unity of the 
workers themselves, of the popular masses themselves, This is conrected to 
our analysis of the crisis in our society, of the democratic changes in this 
society, and of the Self-administering socialism that we want for France. 


What is needed is for the workers to be increasingly better able to express 
their own hopes and their needs, to be able to rescolve the contradictions, 
do away with the obstacles of class, make their ov choices for solutions. 
What must happen is that, through struggle and by experiencing action and 
unity on a class basis, all the richness of their hopes and desires wil! 
increase: to live and work better, and in security; they will flourish and 
their activities, their relationships will change; the need to have a 

grasp on the deciding factors of one's personal life as well as the fate 
of workers collectively, of the company, the region, France, and its 
relations with the rest of the world. That is why, as far as we are con- 
cerm4, we want to be ever closer to people, and to explore more deeply 
with thes. To struggle with them against poverty and unemployment, step 

by step; to express with them more loudly the thirst for liberation in all 
areas, the need to reduce inequalities and to form new solidarities, to 
produce and work differently, to renew techniques, equipment, and use of 
natural resources, to undertake with them new areas of struggle in all 
directions. Whereas Giscard wants to divert these aspirations and remove 
them from the path of the struggle, we want to affirm them through struggle, 
by giving them their true strength based on class and national interest. 


Since they wish it, the French people must take their fate into their own 
hands, and for this they need increased democracy and power to participate 
and decide as never before in social life at all levels. They must, then, 
claim their democratic rights, their participation at al! levels, and 
establish themselves the terms of the self administration. We said it at 
the Congress, this will not wait, and that is why an innovative action is 
required: ‘We wish to make our practise conform to our ideals," 


Since the unity of the popular forces is a need, a basic imperative, it 
must be able to be built, to be truly forged in life and in the struggle. it 
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is only in concrete action that workers with diversified and contradictory 
interests and in various situations csa achieve the necessary rapprochement 
and convergence. in order for this to happen, “unity must be placed 
permanently under the control of the workers."' They themselves must draw 
back from what harms and divides them, What we must have is unity in the 
action of those concerned, without restriction, without fear of saying what 
they think and of confronting ideas, without timidity in the face of the 
poison of propaganda and reformist organizations and ideas that are striving 
for the collaboration of the classes. 


And, om these same points, they must thrust aside ail obstacles. Everything 
that is harmful to the expression and action of the workers and the popular 
masses. Those agreements that do not correspond to experience, to the 
actual situation of the masses. Those doctrinary positions that supply 
objectives on questions regarding everyday life and the future, in a manner 
that does not permit any opposition to the Giscardian effort that tries, 
day after day, to circulate ideas that seem modernist, but that are nothing 
but familiarization toward a sad life, an increase in inequalities, and a 
national decline, What we must not have is anything that feeds the idea of 
delegation to management, by turning away the wish for grassroots struggle 
for democratic action, What we must not do is allow maneuvers develop that 
stifle unity, above al! when they hide behind the rhetoric of unity, All 
the declarations, all the false summit agreements and consensuses that give 
the impression of struggle, whereas in reality they are curbing any action 
to oppose government enterprises. 


We want the workers to have more air. 


What use are summit agreements, at whatever level, in Paris or elsewhere, 

if they do not tie in closely with the real popular movement, with its 

leve! of development and awareness? The answer is obvious: such agreements 
would stifle any action, and smother its vitality. The same question can 

be asked and the same answer learned, on the subject of the role of common 
declarations, cartels, or committees, 


Forms of Unity in Keeping With Mass Movements 


Nothing must divert, and every :hing must be centered on, concrete, urgent 
reasons, which are the reasons of the workers themselves. it is based on 
these concrete, pressing motives that the greatest number of workers can 
act on each one of the claims, on each one of the objectives in the work- 
shop, the enterprise, the neighborhood, Here, the employees of large shops 
are mainly struggling against the threat of working on Sundays. in 
Colombes, the workers with the aid of their representatives and of all the 
communists, are preventing the transfer of machines, layoffs, the dismantling 
at Kleber-Colombes. There, in the Iron and steel works, the workers are 
struggling to defend the work tool and are struggling for a national iron 
and stee' industry, The very people concerned must choose and decide in 
terms of their real interests. Each solid objective co «ts, small or large, 
defensive or innovative, For us communists, no rule must restrain us, 
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However, a5 the expression of needs and the workers’ struggle come up 
against the positions and policy of government and employer, as democratic 
changes become necessary, effective ac*ion requires real progress, a class 
position to truly make the government draw back and respond to a concern 
for the future. in the same way the reformist ideas must be pushed back, 
otherwise the action is in danger of a relapse or of turning into deception. 





Whether it is acquisition of the iron and stee! industry, of the SNCF 
/French National Railroads7, low wages and wage hierarchies, schools, Social 
Security, or convergences, it is necessary to have unity in action, with 
the dua! desire of defending the gains and seizing real progress, and of 
enforcing new solutions. Such a unity can only be built up step by step. 
In the struggle to truly defend Social Security, the doctors wish to 
participate: they will be able to if class positions are affirmed that 
win acceotance for the requirement of equality for all in the event of 
sickness, for the advancement of health needs and methods of meeting the 
needs, ard for the interests of al! workers to be concentrated on these 
solutions. In the company, the cadres wil! work with the workers for new 
labor relations, provided that they are founded on the basis of advancing 
the positions of the workers and that they converge with the interests of 
the cadres, so that each person's work will be changed and enhance?. 


it is only action and grassroots unity that will prevent the rift between 
the struggle to defend immediate interests and the struggle for democratic 
advancements. Without this type of action, there would be limited demands 
on the one hand, and on the other hand a waiting for the elections for 
more important solutions. It is, most specifically, that the theory and 
practise of a revolutionary party are necessary. it is in the exercising 
of this grassroots action that a stronger, more solid unity of popular 
forces will be constructed. 


The riuht moment--when, in what form? The future will say--it will be 
noted '» the political agreements. Our 23d Congress was very clear on this 
subject. In order for these agreements to meet the interests of the 
workers, they must “respond to the real movement, and not precede it. . 
encourage action and not curb in. . . must be made in the open, without 
enhancing the positions of our partners’. We must not put the cart before 
the horse. Today, nothing may come before the display of action by the 
workers, the popular masses, along the new paths of unity. 


D) The Behavior of the Socialist Party 


Constructing the unity of t ° popular forces requires banishing any 
illusions on the policy and behavior of the Socialist Party. F, Mitterrand 
himself says that the only thing that truly counts is that the socialists 
obtain the widest reception to represent the left in the second round of 
the 198! presidential elections. He sets forth the formula "the left of 
public salvation", but for what? For austerity and national neglect? 
Anxious mot to neglect anything in order to aid the workers, the Political 
Bureau has agreed to the request for a meting made by the PS, The 
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exchange of opinions that will take place will not make us forget that 

the PS has not changed its position or its political behavior, which led 

it to break the unity on the Common Program in 1977. its closeness to 

the government on questions of European integration has been confirmed. 
Scarcely 3 months ago, F. Mitterrand advocated Helmut Schaidt's policy as a 
mode! for France. This is not an example of a situation in which the 
French workers, placed in difficulties because of national neglect in the 
face of the dominating pretensions of West German capital, saw the PS 
denounce these pretensions and the fact that the French government was 
supporting them. The list of what the PS leaders consider to be ‘rear 
guard’ fights, according to F. Mitterrand's expression, is lengthy. To 
defend the national iron and steel industry is rear guard. To deferd the 
principle of renovating the ‘France’ in .e Havre is rear guard, whereas 

the press itself has shown that the documents were entirely faked, the 
technical arguments were botched and contradictory, and that the only clear 
thing was that the French and West German governments and employers acted 
together to prevent the repairs being done in Le Havre in favor of them 
being done in Bremen. 


in Brest, the socialist leadership of the city refused the contract to 
renovate the bus depot at Renault Industrial Vehicles, and handed it to a 
West German construction company, which carried out dumping, with the aid 
of the West German government. 


The PS has made every effort not to cut itself off from the movement against 
expanding the Common Market but, in the southwest, in agreement with 
i*Elysee, it will calmly administer a plan of illusions that will supposedly 
soften the consequences of this expansion. 


in Picardy, it lost the chairmanship of the regional council .o the left. 


in June, it published an economic program which, it said, outlined the 
solutions for France and for the next 10 years. With regard to the causes 
of our difficulties, the text was a faithful echo of Giscardian theses on 
petroleum responsibilities and consumer wasting, without distinguishing 
between the rich and the poor. It says not a word about relations between 
France and the FRG. With regard to the solutions, there is silence on the 
question of austerity and layoffs, and those who say nothing, agree. 
Although the PS is calling for national growth, it is like the RPR /Rally 
for the Republic/ on paper. in real life and in its positions, it Teaves 
the way open for big business to invest abroad and demolish our industry. 
On a question such as nuclear energy, one no longer knows what the position 
of the PS is. Moratorium? Discontinuance? Its program does not mention 
it. In short, in its lack of difference and in its incoherence, the PS 
program could serve as a foil for the Giscard-Barre policy. Consequently, 
the plan that the PS is trying so hard to define is completely dependent 
on the government's plan in its contents. itt adds contradictions and 
illusions to it. 


We think that some enlightenment is beginning to occur in the country 
regarding this policy of the PS and that this is a positive element for 











action. The workers and the popular masses have not supported the Socialist 
Party's efforts to seek a social consenses for class collaboration and 
supranational integration. 


Those who accuse us of wanting to break the unity should note that, by 
Stating the problems clearly, the communists have, on the contrary, defended 
it. The desire for unity has in no way been diminished. 


if the French CP had not constantly unfolded its explanations, the con- 
vergence of the government and the PS would not have met so many difficulties, 
which are constantly being renewed. 


Whenever the communists have been able to shed light in the struggle side 
by side with the workers, this awareness of the obstacles concerning the 
political choice of the PS has had a good effect. How many compromises 
and deceptions have been able to be avoided in this way? 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRANCE 


STUDY COMMITTEE FORMED FOR GOVERNMENT'S EIGHTH PLAN 

Paris AFP SCIENCES in French 15 Oct 79 pp 3-5 

|Text] Paris--Establishment and composition of the study committee for the 
preparation of the eighth plan--the Official Journal dated 16 October 
published a decree signed by the prime minster dealing with the establishment 
and composition of the study committee for the preparation of the eighth 
plan (1981-1985). 


This committee is attached to the Development © waission in the General 
Commissariat of Planning for the preparation of the eighth plan. 


Let ws recall that the report on the principal options of the eighth plan 
was published in April 1979 and examined by the National Assembly between 
12 and 17 June and by the Senate between 28 and 29 June 1979. 

The various commissions and committees, some of which have already met, will 
work on the definitive version of the plan until next summer, after which 
the government will submit the final draft of the plan to Parliament which 
will reach a decision during the fall 1980 session. 

The study «rsup is made up as follows: 

President : 

Pierre Laffitte, director of the National Superior School of Mines, Paris. 
Members: 

Jean-Paul Aubert, professor at the Pasteur Institute; 

Jean-Francois Bach, associate professor of medicine; 


Georges Balandier, professor at the University of Parie-V (Rene Descartes); 


Jean Benard, professor at the University of Parie-I; 
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Georges Begot, national secretary of the French Democratic Confederation 
of Labor; 


Jacques Blamont, high scientific counselor at the National Center for Space 
Studies; 


Gerard Calot, director of the National Institute for Demographic Studies; 
Rene-Jean Camo, administrator of the National Federation of Unions of Farm 
Operators, deputy secretary of the Permaxent Assembly of Chambers of 


Agriculture; 


Jean-Pierre Causse, director of the Saint-Cobain-Pont-a-Mousson General 
Company ; 


Philippe Chartier, director of research at the National Institute for 
Agronomic Research; 


Camille Chassinat, secretary general of the National Association of the 
Working Force of Research and Higher Education Institutions; 


Rove: t Dautrav, scientific director in the Office of Military Applications, 
a.omic Energy Commission; 


Bernard Delapalme, president of the National Association for Technical 
Research; 


Jacqueline de Romilly, professor at the College de France; 
Guy Denielou, president of the University of Compiegne; 
Gisele Dessieux, national secretary of the National Education Federation, 


Pierre Fillet, deputy director general of the Pure Chemistry Division, 
Rhone-Poulenc Company; 


Jacques Frejacques, director of the Chemistry Division, Atomic Energy 
Commission; 


Claude, Friedel, president of the Consultative Committee for Scientific and 
Technical Research; 


Francois Furet, president of the School of Higher Studies in Social Sciences; 


Josette Genilloud, director cf research, Orsan-Biochemtstry Company; 


Patrick Gordon, director of marketing, Information Services General Company; 











Claude Guillemin, inspector general of the Bureau of Geological and Mining 
Research; 


Xavier Hamelin, deputy, president of the National Assembly's Science 41d 
Technology Intergroup; 


Jean-Paul Helme, director of research, Lesieur-Ccislle and Associates 
Company ; 


Yves Jacques, chief of the Scientific Affairs Service, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs; 


Jacques Joffrin, deputy director of the May Van Laue-Paul Langevin Institute; 


Francois Juillet, directer of research, National Center for Scientific 
Research; 


Jean-Claude Lachat, director of studies and research, Potain Company; 


Olivier Leverf, president of the Innovation and Research Commission of the 
Naticnal Council of French Employers; 


Francois Magne, deputy to the scientific counselor, Ministry of Defense; 
Jacques Martinat, president of the Metravib Company; 


Henry Mellotte, member of the National Scientific Research Union, General 
Confederation of Management Personnel; 


Dominique Micheau, deputy technical director, Brochier Company; 
Eliane Morin, scientific attache at the French embassy in the United States; 


Roland Morin, director of the General Delegation for Scientific and 
Technical a*seay ch; 


Michel Rodot, scientific director of the Interdisciplinary Research Program 
for the Development of Solar Energy, National Center for Scientific Research; 


Georges Strauch, associate professor, doctor of Paris hospitals; 


Marie-Therese Valadas, national secretary of the General Union of Engineers, 
Cadres and Technicians of the General Confederation of Labor; 


Marie-Helene Valadier, vice president of che Federation of Civil Service 
Employees cf the French Confederation of Christian Workers; 
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Robert Veilex, engineer in the Planning and Perspectives Mission of the 
General Office of Telecommunications. 


Reporter: 


jacques Sevin, division chief, General Delegation for Scientific and Technical 


Research. 

Deputy Reporters: 

Pierre Deguest, principal armament engineer; 
Andre Staropoli, university associate; 


Patrick Postal, charge de mission, General Delegation for Scientific and 
Technical Research. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRANCE 


NEW RIGHT'S ALAIN DE BENOIST INTERVIEWED 
Zurich DIE WELTWOCHE in German 19 Sep 79 p <7 
[Interview with Alain de Benoist: “Propagate Elitist Thought”) 


[Text] WELTWOCHE: Mr de Benoist, what is new about France's "New 
Right?" 


Benoist: The traditional right in France is statist, chauvinistic, and 
imperialistic. We are none of those things. Nor do we want to promote 
a nationalistic state policy, but rather, a new culture, one which would 
appeal to the roots of the European peoples. 


[Question] In -our essays and articles you propagate a veritable cultural 


* 


war. What bothers you about current conditions? 


[Answer] In the past few decades social and regional differences have 
been evened out in the Western nations. Everywhere the "American way of 
Life" is spreading, the one-dimensional life in the consumer society. 

In the centralist state bureaucracy there is a dominant tendency to level 
everything. Politics influenced by leftist ideologies demands that all 
differences be eliminated. 


[Question] Do all the groups within the "New Right" support your battle 
against the principle of equality? 


‘Answer] There is general agreement as to the inequality among human 
beings and the positive affirmation of the differences between them. for 
this reason we also oppose any egalitarian social policy and we combat 
all ideologies of unity. In other words, we are basically concerned with 
protecting human diversity and with re-establishing it in its communal 
cultural and living space. 


[Question] Wasn't this development an ineviteble consequence of 
industrialization, so that you are obliged to attack its outgrowths? 


[Answer] In a certain sense, yes. For the destruction of culture did 

come about through the predominance of economics, through the subordination 
of politics to economic interests. Modern, egalitarian industrial society 
now has only a materialistic order of values. We would like to change this. 
Hence: fiy « onomic domirsace, fight the multinationals, fight the 
superpower! 78 

















\Question] Sut these are leftist slogans, like those heralded by opponents 
of atomic power plants and by citizens’ initiatives for the humanization 

of the world in which we live. Do you make common cause with the 
opponents of atomic power plants? 


[Answer}) No, we are for the expansion of atomic amergy. Although ve 

do not support technological progress unconditionally, we are still 
fundamentally of the opinion that the development of civilizetion cannot 
be halted. After all, people's fear of atomic energy is unreal, ignorant, 
and somewhat psychotic. 


[Question] There exist perfectly rational grounds for rejecting atamic 
energy. 


[Answer) What I mean here is the tendency which is expressed in these 
movements: they are, after all, supported by a cultural pessimiem, by 

the unreal desire to return to nature. They want tc stop history, to turn 
the clock back--a negative attitude which the Frankfurt School made into 
a grand philosophy. It signifies the exact opposite of what the “New 
Right” wants. 


[Question] In practical terms, waat are you seeking to accomplish through 
your cultural battle? 


[Answer] We want to build up and disseminate an ideology which provides 
people with a renewed meaning in life, which gives people a consciousness 
of their ancestry and of their collective identity. 


[Question] Would this then still be a democratically organized society? 


|Anewer) I consider the alternative of democracy versus dictatorship to 
be outmoded, because structural problems of culture exist independent of 
the political system. Besides, the USSR too calls itself a democracy, 
and under Hitler there was an elected Reichstag. 


[Question] By democracy we mean the control of political power by the 
people. 


[Answer] Well, the power of money or the problems of energy provision are 
not placed in the people's hands through the ballot-box. 


[Question] In your writings, you propagate, instead of the democratic 
principle of equality, an elitist, rigidly stratified society. Do you want 
to return to the period before the French Revolution? 


[Answer] Not at all! We merely recognize the fact that elites arise always 
and everywhere and, furthermore, in the sense that there are the best and 
then those who are not as good--and that the best prevail. This occurs 

in democracies as well as in totalitarian states; it holds for gangsters 

as well as among aristocrats. 
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[Question] That sounds like Social Darwinisn. 


[Answer} Wo, that would be a misunderstanding. Along with the feudal system 
‘f estates, I categorically reject Social Darwinism, which looks on man 

as an animal and degrades sociology to the level of zoology. Rather, I 
adyocate that those who are good be replaced by those who are better--not 

in a moral, but in a functional sense. In other words, the “New Right” 
propagates elitist thought by seeking to promote the better people. 


[Question] Your writings quggest that there also exist better and not so 
good peoples and races. 


[Answer| Our principle of inequality among individuals and peoples includes 
the notion of the incommensurability of their cultures. It's not a question 
of the “better races," but of a revitalization of their cultural legacies. 
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FRENCH SEEN GENERALLY SATISFIED WITH POLICE 
Paris LE POINT in French 15 Oct 79 pp 127-132 
[Article by Jean-Marie Pontaut and Jean Schmitt] 


[Text] Misconduct [bavures], traffic tickets, irritations, complaints. 
However, nothing tarnishes the image of police officers in uniform. With- 
out Singing their praises toe the high heavens, the French appear satisfied 
with them. 


"There is misconduct by the police and malfunctions in the atomic pipes,” 

Eddy Mitchell tells us. Is there, then, a divorce today between the French 
and their police? One could believe it, after adding up the irritations, 
unrest and misconduct which fill up newspaper columns, almost to the point 

of banality. However, the acts of misconduct of which we speak are not 

trivial acts of folly committed inadvertently. These are not acts of 

brutality committed in the heat of action. In the last few months, there 

has been misconduct consisting of rapes, thefts, assaults or false testimonies. 


At the same time, rots, demonstrations, union bitterness and work-to-rule 

strikes have caused deep unrest to appear among the police themselves, without 
a great deal of discretion. Already, last year, uniformed policemen had taken 
to the streets at the call of their unions to protest their working conditions. 


And then, the rather untalkative machine of the Interior itself changed its 
methods. Interior, which feared disturbances and prudently washed its dirty 
linen out of sigh. of indiscreet persons, hung four commissioners on the line 
who were involved in questionable activities. Then there was a no-holds- 
barred attack on an inviolate fortress: the management of the municipal 
police (13,000 men in uniform), which it is reorganizing. 


Therefore, could we ask whether the police, a publi. --.rvice, are accomplishing 
their mission? And has a divorce been consummated between pla\n citizens and 
those who assure their security? 


Well, no! The French massively approve of their police. The FOP [French 
Public Opinion Institute] -LE POINT poll shows that the image of the uniformed 
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police, the police of the kepis, traffic tickets, the police that deal with 
“demos,” [demonstrators!, traffic, the State Mobile Police [CRS], continues 
to be excellent. 


It is aimest an idyll: 67 percent of the French consider their relations 
with the police to be “rather good,” and 70 percent of them feel that "the 
police function rather well or very well.” 


That will cause a shrugging of the shoulders by those who “are violently 
antipolice just as they once were anticlerical but will not arouse 
excessive euphoria on the part of police headquarters. For, on specific 
questions, criticism pours forth: 53 percent find recruitment “not strict 
enough,” 58 percent that the uniformed police "are more interested in 
putting down misdemeanors than in pursuing criminals” and continue to be 
divided with respect to the rights of citizens. In short, they approve of 
the institution more than the functioning. As for LE POINT correspondents 
throughout France, they report many complaints against the police and 
greatly troubled police officers. 


iow then do we reconcile this strained climate, these mutual accusations 
and the good conduct certificate delivered by public opinion? 


The first answer can be given in three words: big cities-provinces. It 
is not by chance that rural dwellers and the inhabitants of medium-size 
cit... most freely express their satisfaction. That is because generally 
in a small city the uniformed officer has a first name; his wife knows 

the shopkeepers. He is integrated and often esteemed. “Patrolling the 
block"--knowing the district--takes place there naturally. The police 
officer cannot and does not wish to abuse his authority. Disciplinary 
action is immediate. However, in the big cities the image of the guardian 
of the peace or of the CRS changes as the decor of the city changes. 
Brutality underneath the kepis increases as it increases in the heads of 
other city dwellers exasperated by the megalopolices. Police action during 
demonstrations adds to the climate, although only 2 percent of the French 
have had dealings with the CSR and cther mobile gendarmes in these juris- 
dictions. 


Also, it is touching but at the same time unthinkable to imagine in 
Marseilles or Lyon what the Bernay correspondent reports in Eure (12,000 
inhabitants): two police officers are members of the local football team, 
including one inspector as the trainer. Another police officer organized 
a philately group for young people and the new police chief has jusi set 
up a boxing school... 


In Vannes (Morbihan), the cultural and sport club established by police- 
men has 600 members from 14 to 20 years of age. On the day of the 
retirement of Sergeant Alfred Lavatelli, of the police station in the 
working-class district of Metz-Bray, a street collection was taken up to 
buy him fishing equipment. “It was not too long ago,” a grizzled sergeant 
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recalis, “when we were in Paris we usd to find a bottle on Christmas eve 
in the ‘cocottes’--the old shelters on the big highways.” Tales of bygone 
Gays. one would say... 


The greatest cause of urban conflicts, more important than “sisconduct,” 

it seems, in the minds of the French is the automobile, this poison which 
makes one mad. “The problem is aggravated,” explains Henri Buch, president 
of the Autonomous Federation of Police Unions, “by certain chiefs who rate 
officers on the basis of the number of traffic tickets they write.” 
Commissioner Le Lan, from Brest: “Bad relations with the people almost 
alwas come from parking and traffic incidents.” That is the complaint of 
ticket recipients which rises dully like the growl of wild beasts. In Ales, 
an “anti-excessive ticketing coumittee™ has been established. in Dijon, 
relations were aggravated the day that the SNCF [French National Railroads! 
asked police officers to clear the station's yard. Commissioner Hanot had 
to resign. We forget naturally that Paris has its four million tickets 
annually. In Metz, an outraged driver wounded an officer. 


Policemen say that these incidents increase at the rate of the com’ ‘nts 
filed against them. For their part, many citizens complain about be.ug 
poorly received, mistreated by foul-mouthed or, worse yet, brutal officers. 
Twelve percent of the citizens who complain of brutality have suffered 
personally from it. This percentage rises to 21 percent (that is, one out 
of five Parisians) if we consider only the capital. 


Among them, a majority of youths were hassled for verification of ID's or 
during a demonstration. Patrick, age 21, an arts student, rather clearly 
expressed their feelings: “They make remarks to us with haughtiness and 
self-importance, without accepting explanations." Here is that same opinion 
in the words of Comptroller General Ernest Lefeuvre, patron of the Paris 
juvenile squad, “A young person should never be treated with contempt. We 
run the risk of turning him into a fanatic. Even the criminal expects 

the cop to be just and impartia)."” "I do not mind taking the blows, but 

I want them to respect me,” I was told the other day by a “hoodius.” “In 
fact,” Ernest Lefeuvre goes on to say, “this ideal cop of which they .ceam 
is a kind of Lucky Luke, righter of wrong." 


The police, quite slowly, are discovering a radical change in thinking. 

The young people no longer put up with attitudes which they consider 

stupid or unjust, such as “the bad-mouth crime,” that is, the systematic 

co trol of the “long hairs” in the metro or on two-wheelers. The refusal 

to explain exasperates them. An adolescent rollerskates in the metro. A 
patrol telle him te take off his skates then demands his papers. "I took 
off my skates ae o:1 asked me to do; however, I do not wish ts tell you my 
name. I have not done anything wrong!" And the bystanders add: "You would 
do better to look for Mesrine instead of hassling this young fellow who has 
not done anytiing.” 
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A ctrewlar Iesued by the Ministry of Interior was required to stop police- 
sen trom using the derogatory “tu” form of address when speaking to youths 
or iomigrants. A position which has for a long time seemed ludicrous to 
many officers. In LE POINT's survey, some Frenchmen comment--depending 
upon whether a person Is somebody or nobody--that the police do not treat 
peopie in the same way. What do you think about that, Mr Minister? 


Christian Bonnet: “I will be categorical on that point. The police, who 
conduct investigations and establish their procedures under the control of 
the judge, only encounter honest people. On the other hand, there are the 
police who deal with delinquents and criminals. Puhlic opinion is wrong 
to think otherwise.” 


This mutual lack of understanding at times leads to violence. On 2 September, 
police officers in the Bol d‘Or, Mans, security service, vere hooted at by 
the crowd upon their arrival on the scene. And their police van was set 

upon after a hassle. 


However, the problem is really acute with respect to immigrants, with racism 
and violence common occurrences. Like the Ghanian in police custody within 
Sight of the Saint-Quentin police station who ‘ad to drink out of a bowl on 
the ground dog-fashion. Also like the Moslem i, Marseilles in January who 
came to the assistance of a woman who had been assaulted and who had managed 
to escape. The attacker and the Moslem rescuer were arrested; and, because 
he requested that the police not address him with the "tu" form, it was the 
defende:s who was struck and insulted. 


Jacques Solier, director general of the national police force: “I will never 
tolerate the striking of people in police stations. That is revolting; that 
is cowardly. And, on this point, you cannot accuse me of weakness: 4,100 
police officers were disciplined and 186 were dismissed this year. The 
disc'plinary council of which I am the president transferred one police super- 
intendent and demoted another; a third was retired. And the case of a fourth, 
who is in charge of a Paris district, is under study. To pr. ent misconduct, 
l am ready to open my police stations; and I invite the judg © supervise 
prisoners in custody, as is their right." 


Unfortunately, often up to now silence has been used as a defense. In reality 
that is a time bomb which affects the whole corps. And, almost always, a 
judicial inquiry was initiated against the victims at the seme time as they 
were filing a complaint. Those .re dangerous reflexes. When, after a serious 
offense, harsh action is taken, the public comments: "The police don't 

fool around.” In the opposite case--discreet transfers, inquiries the out~ 
comes of which are not known--the good: image is replaced by doubt, the by 
suspicion. 


Christian Le Gunehec, Paris district attorney: “It is true: at times, the 
first reaction of the prosecutor's office is protective. We are like a 
doctor who sees his nurse taken to task; he is inclined to defend her. 
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Of course, we attempt to determine the truth. I am in agreement that after- 
ward the matter should be explained pubiicly. The people have the right to 
know both wersions. That is what I have done, by means of a communique, 


with regard to the incident with editor Alain Moreau, who refused to identify 
hieself.” 





“The number of complaints on police brutality is fairly stable,” the district 
attorney continued, “about 60 a year. And I have to admit thet most are filed 
avay. People often confuse the inevitable brutality of a saintenance of 
order operation and abuse of power. A police officer can use force to clear 
@ street; be cannot strike a demonstrator, if the man is on the ground or in 
the police van.” 


Roger Chaix, director of urban police: “We have to distinguish the dishonest 
‘act of violence’ [carabinee] committed off-duty which deserves iamediate 
dismissal from true sisconduct, etymologically the unjustified outgrovth of 
a job well dome. The former merits an inquiry.” 


These are nuances which at time permit the press to make such ado about 
minor incidents. According t. L. POINT’s survey, although 22 percent of 
the French think that the media contribute to giving the police a bad 
image; 29 percent attributed this to the behavior of the police themselves; 
and 28 percent to the use public authorities make of the media. The fact 
remains that the police officers who raped a German woman in Paris and 4 
young woman in Lyon and those who took advantage of a li-year old girl 
(sentenced last week in Bobigny to 15 and 7 years in prison) are not 
“keepers of the peace” but despicable criminals who tarnish the honor of 
108,000 honest policemen. The same is true of the officer-pimp in Nice, 
the officer-burglars of Lyon, Hagondange and Saint-Etienne. The police 
officer who committed a holdup in Versailles or the “beat’em up” [tabasseur~] 
CRS's of Annecy should be immediately taken into court, like anyone else. 
We might add, how were they able to pursue a police career? 


Christian Bonnet: “If the officers to whom you refer were able to have s 
police career, it is because previously there was nothing for which they 
could be reproached. Otherwise, they would not have remained on the poiice 
force. However, you have brought up a very important problem. Police 
officers, because they represent the law, should remain above reproach 

mo matter what responisbilities are given them. The press and public 
opinion, like the minister of interior and the police as a whole, become 
justly aroused by the individual acts of which you speak. These acts, you 
know, are systematically and immediateiy punished.” 


“However, although police officers must use force in accordance with t*e 
provisions of iaw, it as nonetheless true that their duty is to use 

force when necessary. Otherwise, the street would be in the hands of thy 
strongest; the weak would not be protected; and the law wuld not be 
respected. Therefore, it is a wrong action against the police and, in the 
final analy;sis, against the security of the French to systematically question 
the police's use of force every time they have to resort to it.” 
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However, even in cases of “true misconduct,” to repeat Roger Chaix" 
terminology, serious incidents are left uwnclarified. In Tours, in 
September, a police officer fired his gum at a North African suspected of 
attacking passersby. In his report, the officer stated that he aimed at 
the ground. He was “surprised” that the alleged robber was wounded by the 
ricochet. The incident is all the gore suspect because a local police 
union explains that two other shooting incidents took place in Tours. “It 
is true,” Roger Chaix admitted, “that the investigations of the principals 
were inconclusive.” And be cited the case of a Lyon officer about whos 

it was discovered after his appointment that he vas living with a prostitute 
who owned a bar of ill-repute. 


Selection is a gajor problem. At the beginning of the 1970s, lulled by «a 
booming economy and full employment, the French vere not fighting to 

get on the police force. “In 1969,” an inspector reported, “the government 
recruited 375 inspectors in Paris for 450 available positions.” A high 
official admitted, "We had to go very far down the list in the absence of 
quality.” 


In Paris, things ere even more serious, as the salary is the same as in the 
provinces. Those highest on the list almost routinely ask for the provinces. 
“Working conditions in Paris are bad,” explained Bernard Deleplace, secretary- 
general of the SGP (General Police Union). “The police off. cer sarried 

to the concierge is finished. Now, his wife is a stenographer; and they 
live in the suburbs, an hour or hour and a \«lf from their jobs. Some of 
them have to make as many as four trips going and coming every day. Every 
four days, the officers have “the big tour of duty": they report for duty 
at 0630 hours; go off duty at noon; and go back on duty at 1900 hours and 
end the night at 2330 hours.” Every year, more than half the 13,000 Paris 
police officers request a transfer to the provinces. To that, the Minister 
of the Interior replied: "It is true that at the beginning of the 1970s the 
number of wacancies to be filled was such that it was necessary to train 

a great number of officers quickly. In 1972, for example, more than 7,000 
officers were admitted to academies to take a four-month course. It is 
evident that this training could not be of as good quality as that offered 
in 1979 to less than 3,000 students during a six-month course, in more 
numerous academies. 


"Since then, six police academies have been put into service; the length 
of training of police chiefs has been increased from 1 to 2 years; that 
of inspectors from 4 to 11 months; and that of police officers from 4 to 6 
months. However, training in a world where the police must endlessly adapt 
to the evolution of crime must continually be improved.” 


“That is why the government has decided to increase the training period of 
inspectors to 16 months and that of police officers to 9 months. Also, 

we will implement something in the police sector that has not existed up 
to mow: a real and continuing training policy. That, I predict, will take 
effect in 1980." 














“What is sore,” Jacques Solier added, “we are establishing a committee 
responsible for what we used to call in police headquarters a veeding 
|jbimettes) competition, that is, a selection-out competition. The other 
day, | arted a policeman why he had chosen this career. He replied that 
he was formerly «a baker and that he had wanted to become a police officer 
to get owt of working nights: If that answer had been given to the 
committee, they would have rejected his.” 





This year, 8,384 candidates applied for 1,225 positions. At the Reins 
Police Academy, of the 55 female students, 10 have basic degrees. More 
than one-fourth of the students have attended schoo! beyond the secondary 
level. The situation, therefore, should improve. To the point that, 
according to the police unions, we may still “get back” some police 
officers. The police section of the CPDT [French Democratic Confederation 
of Labor) prepares an “unusual” list of officers who have been diverted 
from their careers and are employed, for example, in the lost and found 
service, in the file room of voters who vote by proxy. We find drivers 
for directors, gardeners, bailiffs, indeed messengers. Last year, Pierre 
Epeud, government inspector general, was made responsible by the sinister 
for flushing owt detached duty officers. The social service of police 
headquarters, for example, uses police cfficers tor Christmas tree duty. 
Tasks which could be given to civilian employees (a police officer begins 
his career at 3,546 fancs). Pierre Epaud had concluded his investigation 
by indicating that the provincial police has 8,000 detached duty in their 
ranks, 5,500 of whom were recoverable for the general service. These 
police officers would make it possible to have more patrols and increase 
the investigations of complaints filed at police stations. A few years 
ago, the director of the Judicial Police had felt it necessary to send a 
note to the police chiefs: “Certain officers responsible for receiving 
complaints or conducting investigations too often show their sker?t ‘cism 
with regard to the effectiveness and success of the investigatious.” 


Roger Chaix gives assurance, nevertheless, that he has been able, not with- 
out effort, to put all ranks back on the streets and that beginning | 
October 1,200 officers on detached service will resume active service, 
thus responding to certain criticisms from the unions which are accusing 
the government of robbing Peter to pay Paul. On this point, the French- 
men questioned responded with unvarying consistency that the number of 
police officers vis-a-vis the population (1 per 307 inhabitants compared 
to 1 per 350 in Germany). 


The public opinion poll reveals that 25 percent of the French versus 21 
perce t feel that the integration of the police in the nation has improved. 
However, @ union member contested that: “Policemen no longer live among 
the people. They often feel left out, above all in th> big cities. This 
at times explains their brutality.” Perhaps. But, 2C years ago, a young 
person or iamigrant who received a slap in the face at the police station 
took it. Today, he goes and files a complaint (some of them do so even 
before they are beaten). 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRANCE 


TITANIUM SHORTAGE AROUSING SER°OUS CCNCERN 
Paris LE POINT in French 15 Oct 79 p 143 
[Article by Michel Richard] 


[Text] It is kind of a miracle metal. It permeates all the ultramodern 
industries. But it is beginning to be in short supply here. In France, 
the PUK [Pechiney-Ugine-Kuhlmann Company] is reluctant to get into the 
production of the metal. 


Airbus assembly lines halted? Contractua! commitments voidei--at what 
rate--for the entire year? Therefore, the great.'st European aeronautical 
success compromised? If we are to be'ieve certain rumors, these questions 
must quite seriously Se posed. Rest assured: this scenario, fortunately, 
still is nothing more than fiction. At its origin, however, there is a 
serious fear: that of a shortage of titanium. 


That is because everyone wants this miracle metal, which is considered 
highly strategic. Four times lighter than steel, with cn astonishing 
tensile strength [resistance mechanique], unaffected by the highest 
temperatures and corrosion, titanium has become the darling of the most 
advanced industries. 


In the first rank of these is the aeronautical industry. 


This industry alone accounts for 60 percent of French consumption. Take 
airframes, for example. There are 80 kilos of titanium on the airframe 

of a Caravelle. There are 1,000 kilos in the airframe of an Airbus, 1,400 
kilos in that of a Concorde and up to 10 tons in the latest American jumbo 
jets. The hub and rotor of certain helicopters are made of titanium a.'so. 


Mther big users: the builders of nuclear powerplants (particularly on the 
seacoast) and seawater desalinization plants. However, titanium is also 
to be found in miniature cameras, motorcycles, weaponry, fuses, race 

cars, submarines and racing cycles. It is used wherever strength and 
lightness must be combined. 
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That is why at the very time when its applications are increasing, when 
aeronautical and nuclear programs are being developed, everything is coming 
unglued. Tiuis crisis was triggered by the halt at the beginning of the year 
of exports from the USSR, the largest producer in the world. 


zack of ore? Not at all. The two basic ores, ilmenite and rutile, are 
abundant in the world. Particularly in Australia. And even in the 
Armorican Massif. The bottleneck is to be found in the intermediary stage, 
between ore and metal: the production of titanium "sponge". Only four 
countries manufacture it: the USSR (37,000 tons), the United States 
(22,000), Japan (11,000) and Great Britain (6,000). 


And then the USSR cuts off its deliveries outright. Production prceblems? 
The latest episode in an economical war? Or, as we have been ied to 
understand in American sectors, is it a massive submarine construction 
program whose titanium hulls would be difficult to detect on radar? We do 
not know for sure. The feeling of panic which grips the industrialized 
countries is real, in any event. 


Prices Surge 


In a year, a pound of titanivm has increased from $3 to $7. The HERALD 
TRIBUNE, echoing Boeing, Douglas and Lockhead, has raised a cry of alarm. 
Carter plans to increase the level of the strategic stockpiles from 
30,000 to 130,000 tons. And the increase in production capacities will 
not be enough to meet the needs of the United States, the second largest 
world producer but an importer nevertheless. 


In Great Britain, a crime of lese-liberalism, Marget Thatcher is putting 
20 million pounds into the construction of a new plant. However, nothing 
is being done here; for France there is nothing to hope for: the entire 
production will be absorbed by Rolls-Royce. That leaves Japan, itself 
quite voracious, and much courted by Europe. That is little. 


“Come now: All that is quite exaggerated. For a long time there was a 
surplus production of titanium. Now that there is great demand, some are 
taking advantage to increase their profits." The industrial director of 

the Airbus program, Felix Kracht, age 66, is surprised by the fuss. He is 
also scandalized: "Using this approach, someone is attempting to cast 

doubt on the credibility of Airbus and its family. Decidedly, someone is 
wasting his time..." In anv event, Airbus Industrie has taken a number 

of precautions. Already 380 kilos cf steel hive replaced 200 kilos of 
titanium in the pylons by means of which the motor are attached to the wings. 


Tradeoff: it was necessary to lighten the airframe. Yes, but titaniue has 
no substitute in many of its applications. 














France is naked. “It depends totally upon foreign countries for its 
supplies of ore and sponge. Autonomy: zero," an official document notes. 
All at once, we are waiting impatiently for the decision of the Pechiney- 
Ugine-Kuhlmann Company to construct a 5,000-ton sponge plant. Will its 
contacted German and British partners join the adventure? The financial 
risks (150 million in investments) and the industrial risks are enormous. 

And hazardous in the bargain: tomorrow the Soviets could resume their sales; 
and the price would again collapse. However, we have to n <e up our minds. 
Very quickly. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRANCE 


BRIEFS 


FRANCOIS-PONCET HAGUE VISIT--[French Foreign Minister] Jean Fr-ncois-Ponce? 
made a brief visit to the Hague Monday 12 November where he had talks with 
his Dutch counterpart Christoph van der Rlaauw. The two foreign ministers 
discussed in particular the forthcoming European council meeting in Dublin 
and the question of the British contribution to the EEC budget. Like France, 
the Netherlands opposes a review of the common agricultural policy. Mr 
Framcois-Poncet is also due to visit Bonn Thursday 15 November where he 
will meet with his West German counterpart Hans-Dietrich Genscher within 
the framework of the quarterly talks stipulated in the Franco-German co- 
operation treaty. [Text] [LD141515 Paris LE MONDE in French 14 Nov 79 

p 48 LD] 


cso: 3100 
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COUNTRY SECTION GREECE 


"I KATHIMERINI' DISCUSSES PROBLEM WITH TURKEY, MISSILES 


AT131825 Athens I KATHIMERINI in Greek 13 Nov 79 p 5 AT 
[Editorial: “Evaluation of Interests") 


[Text] Our relations with NATO remain at a dead end. Talks between the 
chief of the National Defense General Staff, General Davis, and NATO's 
supreme military commander, General Rogers, ended in a deadlock without 
any prospect of their repetition in the future. This deadlock in the 
talks also reveals something else. It reveals the entire climate and 
NATO's intentions, particularly the intentions of the United States, on 
the entire problem of Greece's return to the military wing of NATO. 


Proposals submitted by General Rogers were nothing but a variation of the 
well known Haig plan and on certain points they were even more adverse 
for the Greek side. Thus, for more than 1 year now, we have been faced 
with presentation of the very same plan with only minor and insignificant 
variations which are accompanied by sufficient "diplomatic" furor. 


Deep down, however, they reveal the very same thing--evaluation of 
American interests in the area. For Washington the primary thing is the 
role of Turkey in the east Mediterranean irrespective of the state in 
which this country is in and irrespective of the true potential of this 
country. By contrast, especially now that Ankara is going through a 
period of internal uncertainty and social disturbance, the U.S. adminis- 
tration tries even harder to directly or indirectly tolerate Ankara's 
ambitious claims upon the area. 


The worse thing is that in the name of strategic interest, as this is 
interpreted by Washington, it sacrifices all other principles of the 
alliance or of the free world. We will not dwell upon this point nor 
are we going to recall President Carter's earlier promises. We believe 
that this column has dealt with these issues much more than it should 
have done. Thus we believe that it is preferable for us to pursue the 
logic of the Americans and their own arguments. 
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The Rogers proposals, due to their content, proved that in essence they 
were American proposals am for this reason it is better we refer to them 
in their true name. The most unacceptable element in these proposals was 
referral of the difference to bipartite talks with Turkey. This is 
something which Ankara has sought for a long time for the purpose of 
involving the entire complex of its claims in the Aegean with our coun- 
try's negotiations with NATO. In this way Washington now adopts this 
Turkish position, which is the most unacceptable to the Greek Government, 
and at the same time Washington presents it as a new and improved plan. 


What is of greatest interest to Greece is that it knows much better than 
anyone else what the Atlantic Alliance means or rather who maintains 
control of decisions and how interests are evaluated. The Greek position 
as expressed through General Davos made it very clear how our -ountry 
evaluates its own interests. These may be contrary to the current offi- 
cial interests of the alliance, but not contrary to the interests of 
Europe. This is the new element which emerged from the deadlock in the 
latest talks in Brussels: The difference between allied European policy 
and American policy. 


It is the Americans themselves who provided dimensions to this difference 
by sounding out the Greek Government on its acceptance of installation 
of missiles, with the promise that its return to NATO's military wing 
could thus be settled in accordance to our viewpoint. Whether they 
would have kept these promises is another matter. What is of interest 
now is the attempt of the Americans to break reaction by European coun- 
tries on the question of installr.ion of missiles in Europe. Greece is 
one of the countries which indirectly but clearly opposes this American 
plan. It is, at the same time, well known that Prime Minister Karamanlis 
considers the Brezhnev proposal for decrease of military forces in 
Europe as a basis for starting from. 


His views were expressed immediately upon his return from Moscow after 
his meetings with the leaders of the greatest countries of the European 
Community. As it was indicated, he met with great understanding within 
the framework of the policy for creating a united Europe. This is the 
reason that efforts are made to frustrate the American plans for instal- 
lation of missiles in Europe. 


It is a lucky thing for Europe that so many countries have today come to 
realize where their defense lies. This is because the problem is not 
whether installation of new missiles will restore balance with the 
Soviet nuclear strength. The Soviet Union could soon and easily over- 
throw this balance with a new series of missiles. In such an eventuality 
Europe would be forced to introduce new missiles to balance the Soviet 
ones. 


In this way the only result would be European dependence upon America 
in the military sector and its inability to pursue its own policy in 
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other sectors. For the first time since the war in Europe the problem 
of its own security takes on such proportions. It is also for the 
first time that the problem of Greece gets involved in such dimensions 
and is not any more the problem of a small and isolated country. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GREECE 


COINCIDENCE OF CHINESE, GREEK VIEWS STRESSED 
AT131925 Athens Domestic Television Service in Greek 1900 GMT 13 Nov 79 AT 
[Commentary by Georgios Drosos on the Karamanlis visit to China] 


[Text] From what one can conclude up to this moment, results from the 
visit to China are absolutely satisfactory. From the first moment and 
then on, the Chinese officials described Greece as an important factor 
on the international stage and particularly in the area of the Common 
Market, the Balkans and the east Mediterranean basin. They described 
Greek foreign policy as pioneering and, irrespective for what reasons, 
but certainly for their own reasons, they also lauded the defense 
organization of the West, the Common Market and the prospect of a uni- 
fied Europe. 


As it is natural, on many points the Greek and Chinese positions abso- 
lutely coincided. On other points they are related and on others they 
could coincide under certain prerequisites. 


For example: The Chinese side recognized that a unified Europe could be 
a balancing factor in the relation of forces in this world. On the 

other hand the Chinese leaders consider a third world war as unavoidable. 
Karamanlis does not consider it unavoidable but he stressed that in the 
meantime there could be a controlled and logical balancing of forces 
between the two coalitions. We have recognized the legal interest of 
China in the Balkans but we stressed that this interest must not take the 
form of anti-Soviet competition. 


Tomorrow the Chinese president and Karamanlis will exchange their recent 
experiences and observations from their nearly simultaneous visits to 
West Europe. It is obvious that their views will also coincide on many 
issues. It is truly interesting that two countries with such a differ- 
ent size, with such a different political and social system and so distant 
from each other, can communicate and have similar or parallel views on so 
many important issves of our times. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GREECE 


ELECTRIC TRAIN SERVICE ADVANTAGES LISTED 
Athens TO VIMA in Greek 7 Oct 79 p 8 


[Text] If the Greek railroads were modernized so that the distribution of 
transportation were to correspond to European levels, we would save up to 

1 billion drachmae per year on oil. This estimate refers only to the 
exploitation of the railroad routes between Patras, Athens and Thessaloniki 
and their extensions to Eidomeni and Ormenio. 


The use of electric trains alone would secure a savings in oil products 
that would come to 300 million drachmae per year. 


In 1975, OSE [Railways Organi= tion of Greece] estimated it would save 150 
million drachmae per year in oil, if it would convert to electric trains. 

The present price of fuel (diesel oil) that the trains use now is 107 percent 
more expensive than it was in 1975. 


This 1975 estimate of OSE was accompanied by the following observation" 
"These savings will be accomplished by the improvement of the services 
provided by the railroad. As a result, this improvement becomes most 
urgent." 


The government (or at least the authorized ministry) did not take this 

"most urgent" very seriously. And yet, at the present time, the government 
organization is moving in every direction (making decisions, taking measures) 
to save oil. 


At the present time, the government immobilizes private automobiles two 
weekends a month (taking an illiberal measure) for the purpose of saving 
liquid fuel. The government itself, however, did not fulfill its obligation 
to organize the transport dircuit (basically by modernizing the railroad) 

in such a way that it would save the oil it needs. It did not follow up 

on @ proposal that was made by a responsible source, by 4 government 
organization, such as OSE, 











By researching the facts held by the government, it appears that 46 percent 
of the oil products (that are distilied in Greek distilleries) are consumed 
by transportation. 


In the European countries, this percentage comes to only 20-28 percent. 


The participation of the railroads in suburban transportation comes to 
just 23 percent (8 for passengers and 15 for commercial transportation). 


The “large share” is taken by the automobile. Even in the case of the routing 
between Patras, Athens and Thessaloniki, Eidomeni, the automobile “successfully 
competes” with the railroad, covering considerable percentages. Buses on 

these routes have n‘ne times more traffic than the railroids. And trucks 

have six times more traffic than freight trains. 


What are the reasons for this phenomenon? OSE itself reveals them: 


"This is due to the present inability of the railroad to offer service of a 
good quality both for passengers and for freight." This is mentioned in a 
report of one of its responsible representatives. 


In the eame text, it is observed that even so “of course, if the Greek 
railroad network gets better” a considerable percentage of the transportation 
business" will be taken over by the railroad." 


From “feasibility studies” that were made, it appeared that if the railroad 
were modernized on the basic routing between Patras, Athens, Thessaloniki 
and its branch routing to Eidomeni and Ormenio, the present distribution 
rates of the transportation business would be radically changed. 


On the basis of the estimates contained in these studies, a modernized 
railroad would take over 50 percent of the transportation business from the 
buses and 25 percent of the freight business being done by trucks. It would 
also limit the use of private automobiles by 20 percent. 


This brings about a considerable savings in oil, since there is a need for 
large quantities of oil and gas to keep the automobiles on the road. 


Trains consume 15.6 liters of oil for 1,000 passenger kilometers; Buses use 
25.6 liters, while the small passenger automobile requires 78.4 liters of gas. 


In the area of freight, the consumption of fuels is double for trucks (53.5 
liters of oil for the transportation of 1,000 payload freight tons) over 
railroad (26.7 liters of oil for the same freight). 


An especially considerable (and this is natural) consumption of fuel is 
needed for airplane flights. In the case we were examining, 82 liters of 
gas are needed for every pessenger kilometer. Nevertheless, the transporta- 
tion serviced by the airplane is of a different ievel than that of the train. 
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Study for Electric Trains 


When these facts are put together, they confirm the view that there vould 
be a large saving in fuel if we had a modernized railroad. Mmat then is 
being done in the directior. of improving the train? 


What is being done now (after, of course, a long delay) is a study for 
using electric trains in the line connecting Athens, Thessaloniki, Eidomeni. 


The study is being done by the Romanian Kontrazimex Company. There are no 
complete facts on what the electrification of the train will cost, since the 
work to complete the study is continuing. Nevertheless, according to an 
estimate that was done previously (in September of 1975), the installation 
of electric trains on all the OSE lines would cost 1,9 billion drachmae 

for the installation of the electric power and 1,6 billion drachmae for 

the trains themselves. Of course, according to present prices, the expense 
for electric trains would be much higher. How much it will cost will be 
figured out by the Romanian experts who are now studying the facts for 
moving the Greek trains by electricity. 


When the electric train starts running, it will cover the distance between 
Athens and Thessaloniki in 3.5 hours. Today, this is done in 8.5 hours. 


In the past, OSE strived to get their trains to run at speeds of 200 kilometers 
per hour. These plans have been abandoned and the target is to achieve speeds 
nearing 160 kilometers per hour. 


The Double Track 


But in order to start using electric trains, the establishment of double 
track will be a necessary requirement. 


With the present condition of the network--where single track predominates -- 
delays would be a sure thing. 


At the present time, double track exists only in the sections between Athens, 
Oinoi and Thessaloniki, Plateo. 


The program of the OSE in progress provides for the operation of double 
track at points between Oinoi, Tithorea and Domokos, Larisa. 


Next to this, the electric signaling of the section between Oinoi and Domokos 
is also being provided for. This way, it is believed that the run on the 
basic train route between Athens and Thessaloniki will be effected in less 
time. 


With What Trains? 


New engines will also be needed so that they may service the (improved) 
railroad lines. 











In order for this to be achieved, tradition must be broken wherever it 
exists in the case of trains (and not only in the case of trains...): The 
less «xpensive ones should be preferred. 


With this fact, we secured engines that were not the best in the market. 
And from this story technical problems are created. 


The last time engines were bought, there was a clash between OSE and the 
Ministry of Coordination. OSE wanted good engines (and more expensive 
ones), the Ministry of Coordination preferred the less expensive ones (not 
the better ones). 


The Ministry of Coordination prevailed. The result is being paid for daily 
by the passengers of the trains. 


With these adverse features, operating in the red is a permanent fact for 
the OSE. 


The loss for 1978 reached 1,203,955,662 drachmae. Something more (by 
409 ,603,768 drachmae) than the loss of 1977. 


The loss is covered by public funds (by the regular budget and by government 
subsidies). 


OSE has no losses other than from the railroad lines. Wherever it put buses 
(along with the trains) it has created good business conditions. 


Assets in 1978 attributed to the bus business reached 100 million drachmee. 
The buses brought in 446 million drachmae for GSE. 

The passenger trains brought 1,068,000,000 drachmae for OSE. 

Nevertheless, the OSE maintains the features of an organization that is in 
the railroad business. Even though it has become involved in KTEL [Joint 
Bus Receipts Fund] type business. 


The OSE already has 54 buses in its “lines.” Other buses are moving on the 
same routes run by a company for the benefit of OSE. 


One year ago, OSE ordered 75 buses. It got the engines from France and is 
waiting for the bodies from Cyprus. 


At the same time, OSE uses 178 trucks that transport merchandise just as 
its freight cars would. 
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The Ship-Train 


OSE looked upon the activity that is noticed on the ferry between Volos 

and Syria favorably. And wanting to benefit from this story, it programmed 
the scheduling of train-ships that will touch Laodikeie and not Tarsos where 
there is a ferry for automobiles. 


OSE is si-7ramming the placement of three train-ships on this line. Every 
ship vw.’ -ake 100 cars on its three decks. The price for one of these 
special ships is i billion drachmae at the present time. 


Foreign Trains 


Foreign trains are doing good business and are of service to the passenger 
public. 


Naturelly, there .« tradition in the other countries. There is the interest 
of the government. ve orogéamming, the subsidies to the railroad. 


Now that the energ; “ris... is becoming acute, the foreign countries give 
some weight to trangu.ctatior by trains. 


But even before the crisis, the railroad policy of the foreign countries 
strived to ac‘ieve greater speeds with trains and the more canfortable 
transportation of passengers. 


The new French train that will cover th run between Tokyo and Osaka with 
a speed of 230 kilometers per hour is being used so much that special 
employees (who are called “pushers") have been placed at the stations (both 
terminals and in between) to push the pessengers into the wagons--so that 

a greater number of passengers may be serviced. 


The new French train that will cover the route between Paris and Lyon wili 
go 300 kilometers per hour. 


In the new Italian “Diretissima” Line that covers the route between Rome 
and Florence, the trains go 200 kilometers per hour. 


The public in other countries prefers trains because they have advantages 
over the automobile. Basically, because they run better. 


Just how much the Greek passenger public will benefit from the improvement 
in our trains is evidenced from the special increased activity that was 
noticed after the improvements that were made in the line between Athens 
and Khalkis. 


Nineteen trains move daily on this line. And they transport 3,000 passengers 
on week days and 6,000 every Saturday and Sunday. 


This line has been termed “suburban” by OSE. If the improvements that are 
necessary for the modern train are made, then many lines would be termed 
“suburban.” How much optimism is necessary for such a perspective to exist’ 
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COUNTRY SECTICN GREECE 


BRIEFS 


KARAMANLIS VISITS THAILAND--The ATHENS NEWS AGENCY correspondent reportec 
that the Thailand Government attributes great significance to Greece's 
imminert accession to the EEC which strengthens Greece's international 
position. The Thailand Government paid great honors to Greek Prine 
Minister Karamanlis despite the fact that his stopover at Bangkok vas 
unofficial. General Chamanan insisted that Karamanlis should stay ina 
Bangkok for 1 or 2 days as the official guest of the Thailand Government. 
Diplomatic observers consider this fact as both indicative of Karamanlis' 
international prestige as well as indicative of the importance of Greece's 
role on the international stage in view of its accession to the EEC. ~ 
the Greek side the Karamanlis-Chamanan talks were described as usefvl. 

The Thailand prim minister asked to be briefed on the vicws of Karam: ‘s 
on the more general developments of the internationa! situation while « 
personally briefed Karamanlis on developments in Southeast Asia. [Text] 
[AT131154 Athens Domestic Service it. Greek 1230 GMT 12 Nov 79 AT) 





EARTH TREMORS IN THESSALONIKI, ATHENS AREAS--The Geophysics Department of 
Thessaloniki University announced that its portable seismograph registered 
an earth tremor at 0218 GMT today with a strength of 4.2 on the Richter 
scale. The tremor ori,‘aated at a distance of 35 kilometers northeast of 
the city. The epicenter of the tremor was situated in the Lake Volvi area. 
The Geodynamics Institute of Athens University announced that a weak earth 
tremor with a strength of 2.8 on the Richter scale was registered at 

0730 GMT today. The epicenter was in the area of Athens. Up to 0800 GMT 
the original treror was followed by four weaker ones. [Text] [AT151133 
Athens Domestic service in Greek 1100 GMT 15 Nov 7% AT] 
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COUNTRY SECTION ICELAND 


COUNTRY MUST NOT RELY ON USSR FOR OIL 
Reykjavik MORGUNBLADID in Icelandic 25 Sep 79 p 18 
[Editorial: "Oil Purchases and Iceland's Independence") 


[Text j Communists and people with oil interests have tried to 
brainwash the Icelandic people into accepting the exploitative prices that 
we pay for oil and thanking the Russians ceremoniously for each drop, 
which runs counter to our proud nature. They have contended with much 
fanfare that we cannot obtain oil or gasoline other than from the 
Russians. Some believed this; others did not. MORCUNBLADID and the 
opposition fought for a revision of the oil trade arrangement and could 
be thankful that everything did not get out of control. The paper was 
“snounced, and there were eves more accusations than usual. We do not, 
however, take this seriously. We have a good cause to defend: the vital 
interests of the Icelandic nation. Some people had oil interests at 
stake, and the Communists acted as the beasts of burden for the Soviet 
interests. Everything that MORGUNBLADID and the opposition have said 
about the oil issues is, however, true. The oil report has not yet 

been made public, but the media report that it shows that we are 

subject to the worst oil purchasing conditions in the Western World and 
that, what is more, the conditions are worse than other Soviet trading 
partness. We will not discuss this matter until the oil report 

comes out in the media, so that their initial statements can be confirmed. 
Hopefully it will be published as soon as possible, no later than the conclu- 
sion of our talks with the Soviets, which will most likely be this week. 
MORGUNBLADID is not afraid of the conclusion reached in the oil report, 
and we reject an indefinite postponement of its publication. Above 

all, it should be published in its entirety for the nation. It was 
incorrect not to publish the Oil Trade Committee report before oil 

price negotiations with the Russians started, since it is a powerful 
weapon in our hands when we sit down at the bargaining table. The 
commerce minister is mainly responsible for this mistake, as well as for 
others involved in this matter. 
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Nevertheless, we have a number of facts at hand that contradict the 
assertions of the status quo supporters and the Communists, if they 
can be called assertions. 


--The Finnish firm Neste is prepared to discuss oil deals with 
Iceland involving gasuline, diesel oil and black oil. There are 
many indications that we can reach a long-term agreement with better 
terms than we now have. 


--There are possibilities of crude oil purchases from Great Britain 
next year or in 1981. The aarket in Norway, Nigeria and elsewhere has 
not been completely explored, but the prospects are very good. We have 
great interest in Nigeria because of our dried £*sh sales to that 
country. 


--It is possible to buy oil from one trading partner and then refine 

it elsewhere. We cculd thus, for exampte, buy crude oil from Nigeria 
and have it refined elsewhere, if we want to. Then, we could also, 
perhaps, buy crude oil from the Russians and have it refined elsewhere 
as well, as has been done. The Neste spokesman in Finland has said that 
they are prepared to discuss crude oil purchases from the Russians 
that they would refine. There are such possibilities elsewhere. We 
can therefore see that there are a great many possibilities. The worst 
terms, of course, are the ones that we are now living with, i.e. buying 
refined oil products at extremely high prices, as we have done in 
Rotterdam, where it has gotten to the point that we can only speak of 
exploitation. This is not even to mention the inflationary impact of 
such purchases. 


Ashkenazi warned us at one point that it was exactly by such deals that 
the Russians would take smaller nations by the neck, after which the 
rest would be easy. He who loses his economic independence to others 
loses his freedom. We must, of course, insure ourselves a supply of 
oil products, but this cannot be at the expense of our existence. Who 
wants to take the responsibility for trade negotiations that carry 

off our freedom? 


It has been pointed out that it is better to purchase oil products from 
more than one trading partner, so as not to become dependent on on2 
alone, as has been the case. The media have pointed to another opt ion 
as well: that we join the International Energy Agency. England, for 
example, has followed the policy of selling the agency's member nations oil 
at OPEC prices. The Communists, however, are against membership, even 
though no normal person would consider it dangerous. We are members of 
the organization that is closely tied to the International Energy Agency, 
the OECD. These institutions are under no suspicions. The Energy 
Agency has been a kind of insurance against unexpected setbacks due to 
oil crises. It goes without saying that we should be a member of it. 
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In conclusion, we can mention that people fear that the Soviet oil 
production might drop and, therefore that it is not advisable to trade 

with Russia alone. It would be most appropriate, nonetheless, if they 

cut their oil prices so that we could cot: ue trade with them for a while, 
at least while we are still looking elsewhere. On the other hand, we 
cannct allow them to put our backs against the wall, to have us in 

their pocket. This is clear to the Icelanders who do not have a direct 
stake in the oil deals. 


There are more ways thin one to skin a cat. Black gold can be found 
elsewhere than in the Soviet Union. We can hopefully carry on viable 
negotiations with the Russians for economical oil purchases. According 
to our trade agreement with the Soviet Union, which expires at the end 
of 1980, we will buy up to 500,200 tons of oil products from them 

next year, and we are now negotiating a final volume and price. After 
this we should use the time to search elsewhere for oil pruchasing 
possibilities. There seem to be many possibilities at the moment. 

We should be able to buy oil products from more than one partner. We 
must now play our cards close to the vest. We must not be placed 
under an oil-yoke, no matter what anyone says. 


It will be a self-made hell if our oil purchases are not successfully 
concluded. We cannot buy the same amount of oil products from the 
Russians without price changes. It is more economical to buy crude oil 
and refine it at our own cost than to maintain the status quo that has 
existed in our dealings with the Soviets, i.e. buying refined oil 
products exclusively, and at the Rotterdam price. Iceland isa the only 
nation in Europe that imports only refined products. Because of this, 
the price at which Iceland buys oil is higher than for any other country. 





We cannot maintain the status quo. This should, of course, have been 
changed last spring when it was pointed out. The members of the government 
did not, however, do a thing and charged MORGUNBLADID with making “disloyal” 
and “insane" commentaries! This has perhaps cost the nation billions. 

But let's forget about that and join together to save the nation 

additional billions with more economical purchases. This is what people 
who run their businesses well do. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ICELAND 


COUNTRY URGED TO CONSERVE ELECTRICITY 
Reykjavik MORGUNBLADID in Icelandic 25 Sep 79 p 40 


[Text] The National Powerplant has told the country's three largest 
industrial purchasers of electricity (the aluminum plant in Straumsvik, 
the iron alloy plant at Grundartangi and the fertilizer plant in 
Guiunes) that they must cut their use of electricity this winter. 
Furthermore, the public has been urged to cut its use of electricity. 


The reasc~ is that a water shortage in the cential plateau will be 
causing difficulties in producing enough e'ectricity this winter and 
next spring, according to Eirikur Briem, the manager of the National 
Powerp!ant, who spoke to MORCUNBLADID yesterday. 


"We have been decreasing our output, in fact, since the fall of 1977, 
and when we add major frosts and a lack of rain, the problem became 
inevitable," Eirikur Briem said. 


Ragnar S. Halldorsson told MORGUNBLADID yesterday that the 
administration of the aluminum plant in Straumsvik had decided to 

ent back its energy use by five percent. This means a yearly production 
drop of 4,000 tons, which is valued at 2.2 billion kronur at current 
market and exchange rates. 


According to John Fenger, the firm's financial officer, the furnace at 
the iron alloy plant in Grundartangi is now being operated at 24 
instead of 31 megawatts, which is the usual level, and this cuts down 
on output considerably, since the plant's production is at 77.4 percent 
of normal, with a 22.5 percent cutback. 


Hjalmar Finsson, the manager of the fertilizer plant in Gufunes, said 
that they had cut the plant's electricity use to 12 megawatts. At 

full output the plant uses 18 megawatts. Finsson said that this has led 
to increased imports of ammonia and, therefore, *o higher fertilizer 
prices. 
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ICELAND 


BRIEFS 


PURCHASING POWER REDUCED--The purchasing power of workers’ wages 

dropped in August to 108.9, 2 points lower than in March 1978, when 

the so-called February regulation took effect. The buying power of 
workers’ wages at the time was 110.9. Estimates are that the purchasing 
power will drop to 105 by November. Purchasing power is compared to a 
1971 level of 100. In February 197 it stood at 109.4; in March, as 
mentioned above, when the February regulation had taken effect, it 

rose to 110.9; in June 1978 the buying power of workers’ wages climbed 
to 118.8. In June of this year the purchasing power stood at 114.4, and 
now in August, as stated above, it is pegged at 108.9. With the increase 
in the wage index number on | September, the purchasing power would 

have risen somewhat temporarily, but if we consider all of the price 
boosts that have occurred lately, such as the sales tax hike, the 
increase in the goods tax and now the rise in farm product prices, 

the buying power boost has completely disappeared. Experts feel 

that the purchasing power of workers’ wages will be 105 in November. 
[Text ] [Reykjavik MORGUNBLADID in Icelandic 22 Sep 79 p 48] 8743 
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COUNTRY SECTION ITALY 


PCI'S PAJETTA SPEAKS AT VENICE MEDITERRANEAN CONFERENCE 
LD141325 Milan L'UNITA in Italian 27 Oct 79 p 15 LD 


[Report by "E.P.": "“Pajetta Speaks at Venice International Conference: 
Peace Pledge From Mediterranean Forces" ] 


[Text] Venice--[PCI Directorate member] Comrade Gian Carlo Pajetta 
spoke yesterday at the international conference in Venice organized by 
the Italian forum for security and cooperation in the Mediterranean, 
which was attended by representatives of the Italian, French, Spanish 
and Greek political forces and Yugoslav, Algerian and Tunisian repre- 
sentatives, to urge a realistic and, at the same time, determined 
approach to the issues under discussion. 


Pajetta particularly urged the Italian Government, represented at the 
conference by Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs Zamberletti, to take 
note of three fundamental factors in the Mediterranean situation. 

First, the fact that it has been progressively deteriorating and that 

it is nw part of a general situation both difficult and full of dangers. 
The general crisis and the proliferation of what are usually--and dis- 
missively--termed "local conflicts" demand a more incisive presence and 
the quest for cooperation with a broader range of forces than in the 
past. 


Second, it must be acknowledged that neither of the two major powers 
present in the Mediterranean with its forces can presume to exclude 
the other, as has been attempted, supposedly even with success, in the 
past (a few days ago we witnessed the agreements between the Soviet 
leaders and Syrian President al-Asad, which demonstrate the emptiness 
of some of Kissinger's hopes). Not even the request that both major 
powers leave the Mediterranean is realistic: The situation in this 
region cannot be isolated from its world context. But, Pajetta added, 
we can and must ask that neither side's presence be part of a plan 
directed against the other side and that neither side's action damage 
the detente process or disturb the existing balances. 

















Last, it must be borne in mind that no solution of the existing problems 
and conflicts can be proposed from outside--and especially not uni- 
laterally. This is the lesson which emerges from the developments in 
the Mideast crisis since the Camp David agreements, which were dic- 
tated by the mistaken belief that Geneva could be ignored and which, in 
view of the reaction from the PLO and the “steadfastness front," have 
proved impossible to translate into an even partial peace. But the 
same indication also emerges from the situation in the Sahara ind 
Cyprus and from the Greek-Turkish dispute. 


If these are the objective characteristics of the situation, what goals 
can the political forces represented in Venice set themselves? Pajetta 
expressed his agreement with Zamberletti, who spoke before him, regard- 
ing the need for "a constant and responsible commitment aimed at elimi- 
nating the sources of conflict and tension" and to develop, with a view 
to the 1980 Madrid conference--the “sequel” to the CSCE--the activity 
already begun to impart a "Mediterranean dimension" t« the CSCE. Peace 
and security in the Mediterranean are essential for peace and security 
in Europe. 


But the contrary is also true--that is, that the Mediterranean's prob- 
lems are a specific aspect of a broader process. From this viewpoint, 
the current debate on the dangerous missile weapons spiral and the 
communists’ proposals that the balance of the blocs be safeguarded with 
negotiated "downward" movements--ihat is, with balanced reductions of 
their arsenals--are of direct concern to the Mediterranean, as are the 
proposals to make the Mediterranean an area without nuclear weapons and 
a “region of peace." And strategic problems are linked to the North- 
South negotiations, the "Euro-Arab dialog" and the quest for a "new 
international economic order." 


Last, Pajetta noted with satisfaction that the Italian Government “is 
giving signs of having noticed the existence not only of the Palestinian 
problem but also of an organization representing the Palestinian people." 
,The steps forward which have been taken are still timid, though some- 
what better than immobility. It must be realized, however, that in 
situations such as the present one boldness is the best form of prudence. 
The problem is how to “move to get there in time." 


CSO: 3104 
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COUNTRY SECTION ITALY 


PCI'S PAJETTA MEETS WITH PLO'S QADDUMI, KKE'S AMBATIELOS 
LD140933 Milan L'UNITA in Italian 29 Oct 79 p 5 LD 
(Unattributed report: “Pajetta Meets With Faruq Qaddumi"] 


[Text] Rome—PCI Directorate member Comrade Gian Carlo Pajetta met 
yesterday with PLO Political Department Chief Faruq Qaddumi. During a 
long and cordial conversation Faruq Qaddumi confirmed his sincere 
appreciation of the official invitation from Italian Foreign Minister 
Malfatti and thanked the PCI and the other Italian political and demo- 
cratic forces for their initiatives aimed at encouraging the Italian 
Government's official recognition of the PLO. 


In his remarks Qaddumi concentrated in particular on the situation in 
the Mediterranean, which can only become a sea of peace and cooperation 
if there is a just peace in the Middle East, with the effective recog- 
nition of the Palestinian people's natiow«! rights, and on the Havana 
nonalined conference. 


Comrade Gian Carlo Pajetta confirmed the PCI's commitment to achieving, 
both on a European level and in Italy, full and effective recognition 

of the PLO as the Palestinian people's legitimate representative and to 
a European initiative aimed at contributing to a just political solution 
to the Middle Eastern probleme. The meeting was attended on the PCI 
side by Comrade Remo Salati of the foreign section and International 
Affairs Department Secretary Claudio Ligas. 


A few days ago Comrade Gian Carlo Pajetta met in Venice with Greek 
Communist Party Politburo member Comrade Anthonios Ambatielos. At the 
frank and cordial meeting, an examination took place of both countries’ 
situations and both parties’ positions with special reference to the 
problems of the Mediterranean and the EEC. Stress was placed on the 
current convergences and an examination was made of the individual 
stances of each party with regard to the EEC and the possible develop- 
ments in EEC policy. It was agreed to develop relations between the 


parties, in cooperation with the other socialist and democratic forces 
of the Mediterranean. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NETHERLANDS 


VVD FRUSTRATED IN ITS ROLE AS COALITION PARTNER 
Amsterdam ELSEVIERS MAGAZINE in Dutch 29 Sep 79 pp 12-17 
[Report by Rene de Bok and Frank Laforts “The frustrations of the VVD"] 


re "Break away from the Van Agt Cabinet,” VVWD 
People's Party for Freedom and Democracy] Parliamentary 
Group Chairman Koos Rietkerk won't say. Yet, that same 
VVD lets itself be governed by the CDA [Christian 
Democratic Appeal] again and again. This politics of 
backing down raises intense feelings of unrest in the 
liberals, by which the rubble-removers themselves 
threaten to be buried under the rubble. 


The VVD party executive seems to have barely escaped a schism on the eve of 
the opening of the States General. The VVD parliamentary group in the 
second chamber, and Rietkerk in particular, were extremely incensed over 
the liberal unmasking which had surfaced from the draft budget. In the 
last few weeks which had preceded the governm wt statement, precisely 
Rietkerk, through the liberal vepresentatives in the Van Agt cabinet, had 
come up with stacks of alternatives to bend the draft budget more toward 
the intention of the CDA/VVD government accord. But in vain. The tremen- 
dous political zero which Rietkerk received on his petitions has hit the 
VVD hard. When the draft budget was on the table the Monday before the 
opening of the States General, the first reaction of a number of liberal 
members of the chamber was: “Now we have to break away from it, otherwise 
we'll lose our credibility.” 


The shock in the VVD was considerable. The policy components on which the 
VVD had been hammering uninterruptedly already during the Den Uyl cabinet 
period had been completely washed away by the dominance of t! ;. CDA; the 
holy water which the Christian Democrats had so generously added to the 
wine, had completely destroyed the VVD bouquet. The draft budget mentioned 
an increase of collective expenditures precisely where the VVD called for 
curbs; and it mentioned a tax increase and heavier burden for industry 
where the VVD had pleaded for a tax decrease and for decreasing the company 
burdens. 








When a liberal member of the second chamber expresses his dissatisfactiu 
withs “The draft budget causes us anxiety,” then that is a euphemism for 
the true feelings which exist in the parliamentary group. VVD member oi 
the second chamber Mr Max Tripelss “The matter is explosive. We are ea- 
tremely unhappy with this draft budget. We have backed down in the face 
of the CDA. At the party council they are bending over liberal principles, 
but they forget to tackle firmly matters which play a role in practical 
politics. The VVD is rumning after the CDA too guch. It is extremely 


aggravating.” 


Other voices within the VVD which show the growing dissatisfaction about the 
Christian democratic partner don’t leave anything to be desired in clarity. 
Dr Ed Nijpelss “I have 1ittle interest in letting our club be used as a 
loincloth of the CDA toward the socialists.” 


Although the VVD top executive: denies in all ways that the CDA has offered 
the VVD as a pawn in the chess game with the socialists, various VVD members 
in the second chamber have many doubts whether the CDA has ever sincerely 
accepted the liberal partner as govermment partner. Mr Max Tripels somewhat 
likes the image that the Van Agt cabinet in fact is “an “termath of the last 
cabinet formation.” The CDA continues to flirt with th 4A, and the choice 
of the VVD as coalition partner in the cabinet of the in ‘* pope Van Agt 
thus is only a shot across the PvdA's bow. Mr Max Tripels. m overture by 
the CDA to the PvdA; that’s how 1 see the draft budget. Actually, it has 
become a document which -- with a few changes -- would not have been un- 
becoming to the PvdA.” The VVD criticism is aimed not only at topical as- 
pects of the draft budget, but also at the “impotent” presentation of the 
government budget statement. 


The financial expert in the VVD parliamentary group in the second chamber, 
Dr R. de Korte: “Van Agt has said: ‘Politically there is no other solution.’ 
He is in fact saying: Here I stand. May God help me, there's nothing else 
I can do. That is opting for weakness. It does not relieve him from the 
obligation to develop and carry out a vision. For that matter, on that 
point I am addressing the entire government, not just Van Agt.” 


European VVD member, Mr F. Berkhouwers “Someone like Van Agt, surely that 
isn’t possible. That man is merely floundering around. Little by little 
a strange situation has arisen in our country. A government party like the 
VVD is in the opposition, and an opposition party like the PvdA is in the 
government, while a little group of dissident CDA people have the key.” 


Not only CDA government leaders are saddled with VVD criticism, but also the 
latter’s own liberal ministers share that dubious joy. VVD member of the 
second chamber Mr F. Portheine does not feel comfortable with the employment 
opportunity programs of the cabinet, in particular the projects of govern- 
ment leaders Wiegel and Pais, who have sought expansion of job opportunities 
primarily in the fourth sector. Rietkerk, under the watchful eye of Hans 
Wiegel, still worded it rather politely at the party council in Utrechts 
"Doesn't this mean then that the collective burdens will be permanently in- 
creased? In itself the fact may be applauded that more jobs will become 
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available im the government sector through early retirement, but isn‘t there a 
danger that those also will result in a permanent extra tax for the government 


budget? 


In this perspective Mr Portheine considers especially unfortunate the fact that 
VVD Minister Pais distinguished himself on the eve of the opening of the States 
General in newspaper headlines by not giving in to moderation in his departt- 
ment. “Of course the VVD is worried about the plans of Pais and Wiegel. But I 
regret Pais’ action very much. That can only lead to misunderstanding. Thus it 
is very logical that many VVD voters no longer understand the course of the 


party.” 


Last week the party office and the chamber councils of the VVD have been flood- 
ed with phone calls from angry liberals who wonder why the VVWD has lost its 
grasp on the government. “We have considerable explaining to do to the voters,” 
said Dr De Korte. Nevertheless, he also stands by the conviction that the 
government would have made even more blunders if the PvdA had been part of the 
coalition inste=sd of the VVD. De Korte: “Pe.tiaps it is a little weak to as- 
cribe all disasters t.. external factors, but they do exist and you can’t get 
around that. If there had not been any external price increases, we would have 
come pretty close to the objectives of Compass ‘81. Therefore you can’t say 
either: Compass is bankrupt. On the contrary, it would indeed have meant a 
disaster for the country if we had not started with such a Compass ‘81 progran. 
Thus our conclusion is: Compass ‘81 must not be shelved, but it must instead be 
intensified. For, although Andriessen has been able to close off the matter 
rather neatly, any little thing that happens could make it fall apart complete- 
ly. Meanwhile the draft budget has demonstrated that minds are not yet ripe 
for the reversal we won't be able to avoid in the coming years, including the 
minds in the cabinet and in parliament.” 


Also a man like Portheine, with all his self-criticism, tends to present the 
alternative of a Den Uyl cabinet as a devil's alternative. "We have suffered 
a loss of face. While last year we still recognized ourselves clearly in the 
cabinet policy, this year we see our influence slipping because the CDA has 
continually tampered with Compass ‘81. But wreck opportunity in the Netherlamds 
would be much worse off if Den Uyl had been :itting in the Catshuis. Now 80 
cents of every guilder goes to the government, the collective sector; VVD 
would like to reduce that amount to 60 cents, because collective expenditures 
would be stabilized through that. Under Den Uyl costs would have escalated 

to 1.20 guilders. That would have meant a disaster for our economy.” 


At the coming budget discussion the VVD parliamentary group in the second 
chamber is going to attack the government on: 


--The children’s allowance policy. The current government plans are indigest- 
ible for the liberals, because they mean a regression for the middle class. 


~-The withdrawing of 500 million guilders from te WIR [Investments Accounts 
Bill] pot. This initiative fell on barren ground in the VWD. In the VVD 
view, more financial means from that WIR pot ought to be transferred to in- 
novation projects, as a cork on which our future export will have to float. 


~-Initial salaries of university graduates, which can be very easily adjusted 
downward, according to the VVD. 
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By throwing its full political weight on these polic> components at the 
general debate, the VWD is trying to jack up again its damaged image. Thus 
its premise will be that the VWD certainly will /not/ [in italics} let things 
turn into a Dreak with the CDA, contrary to threatening statements by a few 
members of the second chamber that the VVD is only “looking for a xood excuse 
and a good moment to bid farewell as soon as possible to the CDA/VVD coal&ion.” 


Last weekend at the party counci: in the Utrecht Industrial Fair building, the 
explosive atmosphere repeatedly caused emery,e2ncy consuitation at the top level. 
Thus one observed former ministers Toxopeus and De Koster joining with the 
current govermment leaders Van Aardenne, Tuijaman, Ginjaar and Wiegel. But 
Rietkerk set the tones his /peaceful co-existence decree/ [in italics] 

loomed up as a dogma dominating everything and everyone against the back- 

crop of the resounding voice of Molly Geertsema, the quibbling argumentation 
of Henk Vonhoff and the determined features of Haya van Someren-Downer. 


“I am convinced that the big problems we are faciag can de solved. Provided 
we tackle them in a spirit of liberal responsibility. Not by simply blaming 
everything on the government, but by mobilizing and motivating all available 
forces. It is possible and can be done if we succeed in letting tolerance 
triumph over fighting and egoism. For that might indeed be the most important 
challenge for the coming period.” 


If it were up to Rietkerk, for the time being a cabinet crisis would belong 
to the heavy artillery which wili not be put into position by the VVD. 
Pessimists pictured Rietkerk’s speech at the party council as “a small VVWD 
convulsion,” and referred to more trivial aspects. 


A liberal member of the chambers “If there is going to be a cabinet crisis, 
the entire world will fall apart for the young liberal representatives. 
Because they are dependent on their place in the Binnenhof. And whether 
those younger people will return after a crisis is becoming a critical 
matter for many. The VVD, namely, is living beyond its means. In the next 
elections, ministers and state secretaries will be high on the list. Add 
to that a slight electoral loss as a government party, and one will have to 
push to get to an elective spot.” 


Against this background the oppressed sound may be assessed by which liberal 
members of the chamber such as Wim Keja tried to profile themselves with 
desperate tenacity in the media after the publication of the draft budget. 
Keja last week threatened to leave if the Van Agt cabinet were to demonstrate 
the “evil nerve” to tackle the financial position of private home owners. 

The CDA characterized Keja's remark as “a needless sharpening of differences.” 
The liberal indeed kicked in 21 open door. The VVWD had used its political 
veto already before the presentation of the draft budget, when the Van Agt 
cabinet carefully proposed the plan to limit tax teduction of mortgage 
interest to a Limit of 400,000 guilders. A spicy detail is that within 

the CDA resentment was caused by the solo performance of colleague 

Dr M van Rooijen, who caused Keja’s reaction with his pleas for the Hofstra 
proposals. The majority of the CDA public housing experts, namely, are 
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seriously divided on this mattec. Private home-cwnership confinues to be 
sacrosanct with the CDA and with the KVP [Catholic People’s Yarty] pa.t~er. 
The hullabaloo over the tax deduction is merely one of the many symptoms 
of the latent tension between the VVD and the CDA. The liderals threaten 
to strangle in the CDA corset. 


In the PvdA the feud in the government camp is being followed with increasing 
Pleasure. The socialists consider the breeze favorable and are patiently 
awaiting how two coalition partners are threatening to devour each other in 
full view of the nation. The socialist circle hardly gets excited any longer 
aft out the slogan “rubble-removing,” which government leader Hans Wiegel 
launched and about which there was a lot of irritation in the declining days 
of the Den Uyl cabinet. There one says: “The only rubble that has to be 
removed, is the cabinet itself.” And therefore PvdA Chairman Max van den Berg 
was able to retort haughtily to the “sympathetic” proposal of his VVWD col- 
league Mr Korti.als Altes to fcrm a national cabinet with the CDA, VVD and 
PvdA, that he had no interest whatsoever in the liberals for tne time being. 


The only alternative which remains for the VWD, as reelpolitiker Rietkerk 
understands, is to put the CDA under pressure as much as possible in the 
Christian-democratic/liberal coalition. That is far from an easy task. 
Certainly not in a coalition in which a PvdA-ogling CDA is governing and a 
VVD only /lets/ [in italics! itself be governed. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NETHERLANDS 


UOVERNMENT ASKED TO PRESS FOR ALTERNATIVE ENERGY 
The Hague ALGEMPEN NEDERLANDS PERSBUREAU in English 24 Oct 79 p 3 


[Text] The Hague, 23 Oct--The Second Chamber of Parliament today adopted 
a motion which urges the Government to press for more European research 
and development of alternative energy sources. 


The motion, sponsored jointly by the Christian Democrats (CDA) and 
liberals (VVD), was not backed by the opposition parties because the 
two sponsors interpreted the motion differently. 


Mr Rene van der Linden (CDA) wished to prevent the spread of nuclear 
energy but Mr Frederik Bolkenstein (VVD) ranked nuclear energy among the 
alternatives to be developed. 


The opposition Labour and D'66 parties agreed with Mr Van der Linden's 
interpretation but he declined to change the text of the motion conse- 
quently Mr Bolkenstein saw no reason not to co-sponsor the motion. 


The two opposition parties voted against arguing that the intention of 
the motion was not clear. 


The motion further called for mas:isum energy consumption norms to be set 
for motor cars, domestic appliances and heating systems, and for energy 
price developments in the nine European Common Market countries to be 
attuned better to each other. 


The Chamber unanimously backed a second motion, submitted by 

man Laurens Brinkhorst, in which the government is urged to leave not « 
stone unturned to get all items of income and expenditure of EEC 
listed on the EEC Budget. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PORTUGAL 


EDITORIAL SUPPORTS CHURCH'S ‘GET OUT THE VOTE’ POSITION 
Porto O PRIMEIRO DE JANEIRO in Portuguese 5 Oct 79 pp 1, 4 
[Editorial by Adriano Moreira: "The Silent Churches" ] 


[Text] There is a basic difference between a silent church and a church 
which does not speax, but documented experience shows that the second opens 
the way for the appearance of the first. In Portugal, it sufficed for a 
few biships to decide that the time had come to speak to their fold on 
their civic duties, for the partisans of the silent church, who only a short 
while before were rejoicing over the catholicism of those responsible for 
the present government, to unleash a severe attack on the church which 
speaks out, as they consider this illegal and a punishable intromission 
into political life, 


A few days previous to this outburst of indignation, they were insisting that 
a religious question does not exist in Portugal; they were making it pub- 
licly known that the Communist Party has many catholics in its ranks and were 
jubilant over the prospects of a situation actually hastening the implementa- 
tion of their social program, 


The bishops who spoke out said nothing about this program, nor did they 
consider it necessary to confirm that a religious question did not exist 

in Portugal, nor even so much as discuss the compatibility of a catholic's 
being a member of the Communist Party. They confined themselves to agreeing 
in their teaching that to vote is a civic duty for Christians, the exercise 
of which may sometimes dispense them from the fulfillment of religious 
obligations, 


This exhortation should have pleased the partisans of the silent church 
inasmuch as the catholics, who they say are on their records as militants, 
are being urged not to remain indifferent to voting, but the indignation to 
which they gave vent makes one realize that the problem is something quite 
different, 


As is perfectly clear, the real problem is the strategic plan in progress 
for the control of western civil society, labeled with a pious invocation 
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for divine protection made by the head of the Soviet armed forces at the 
end of the SALT II meeting. 


The objective is to convince personalists, and very particularly, Christian 
personalists in the countries where religion is still an important compo- 
nent part of the social process, that their concept of the world and of life 
will not undergo any attacks in the event that sovietism should take over. 
As in countries under Soviet regimes or their third world derivative, it 

is the silent churches that predominate, in countries still free it is in 
keeping with the strategy in process that churches remain silent, 


In a country such as ours, where Catholicism for long years has been living 
on familiar terms with an age-old anticlericalism among Christians, there 

is certainly something to be gained from pondering on the differences bet- 
ween both churches, It may perhaps be worthwhile to recall, as an example, 
the statement made at the Bishops’ Conference in Bolivia, 4 February 1969, 
which, confronted with the situation in their country, acknowledged that 

the timidity of the Bolivian church--hierarchy and laity--"contributed to 
this situation, maintaining that on many occasions it did not speak out 
sufficiently clearly and, even more particularly, it had failed to bear true 
witness to its Christian commitments," 


These words may help us to think constructively on the great national cri- 
sis of the century, namely, the relinquishment of supreme power in the 
overseas territories, and a glance back into bygone days will recall the voice 
of His Excellency, The Most Rev Sabastiao de Rezende, almost the only voice 
when those day~ were not yet over, in territories where today only silent 
churches exist. The missionary voices which were already lifted up in the 
death throes of supreme power did more to encourage traditional anticleri- 
calism than the age-old faith, and to many they seemed to attend only to 
endangered institutional interests, To a large section of shattered Christi- 
anity, they seemed like the last sigh of a reticent church, warned at last 
that the hours of silence were drawing near, 


There is no indispensable relationship between the form of government and 
freedom of religion, but there does exist an indispensable relationship 
between the freedom of civil society and the silent church, because the 
abolition of the former always implies the appearance of the latter, In 
Western countries, this latter relationship between the subjection of civil 
society and the appearance of silent churches logically arises from the 
fact that is was Christian humanism that introduced these very personal 
rights which today are the patrimony of Christian and non-Christian perso- 
nalists and which constitute the valued possession which render personalism 
totally incompatible with sovietism and its third world derivative, 


The protection limit for very personal rights does not prevent personalists 
from fighting in competent left or right bands according to the situation 
and determined circumstances of the moment, but it absolutely forbids all 
from supporting bands which seek to suppress the freedom of civil society, 
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Very particularly the Christian who is receiving no political guidance for 
his choices, on how to participate, is completely alone, guided by doctrine, 
who has to decide on a concrete mode of action, without being able to pass 
on this responsibility, not even to a party. 


But the doctrine has to be proclaimed by a church that speaks, because, 
according to the decisions of the Second Meeting of the Bishops’ Synod held 
in Rome in September 1971, “every church, and with it all bishops and priests, 
are obliged, to the full measure of their responsibility, when there is a 
question of basic human rights, to choose a mode of action which will defend 
the cause of justice and peace, which they will endeavor to obtain by means 
which, it is clear, are always in keeping with the Gospel." 


This is because the Gospel is not neutral nor can the bishops and priest 
also be so in matters of personal rights, without the existence of which 

no civil society can survive, It is, therefore, not surprising that plans 
whose objective is to suppress this freedom of civil society demand a silent 
church which does not fulfill its obligation to warn [its people] who may 

be threatened not only by sovietism but also by brutal capitalism and to 
mobilize them for the defense of their rights, For it is from the point 

of view of these rights that we judge the suitability of each and every 
regime, past and future, inasmuch as regimes disappear and doctrine endures, 


This is why silence, according to documented experience, in terms of needs 
created by circumstances, never provides protection for existing doctrine, 
It can happen that decisions and calculations of politicians performing the 
duties of government or partisan leadership find reasons for trying to 
induce parish priests to keep silence, citing the need to accept as a lesser 
evil the protection of a proposed stability, the wisdom of a sought for 
equilibrium, Silence will not achieve this purpose, in addition to not being 
in keeping with the obligation to teach, What renders this service is 

that the political groups that are seeking the vote of the humanists--and 
they wish to see pluralism, which prevents polarization, secured--be clearly 
defined as defenders of civil society, of personal rights, and that they 
recognize that these rights constitute a limit beyond which the government 
which they aspire to control may not go, 


Under these circumstances, personalists, including Christians, may feel 
perfectly free to support them, without receiving any pressure in this 

regerd from doctrinal authority, either by silence or by word, But they 

will always be informed on personal rights, on the autonomy of civi. society, 
because churches that fail to speak merely precede silent churches and the 
demise of civil society. 


8870 
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COUNTRY SECTION SPAIN 


CARRILLO DENIES AUTONOMOUS ANDALUSIAN CP WILL WEAKEN PCE 
LD141017 Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 4 Nov 79 p 3 LD 


[Report by R. Garcia: "It Would Be Incorrect To Speak of Federalization 
of Party") 


[Text] Seville--A meeting of the PCE's regional Executive Committee in 
Andalusia, which was attended by party Secretary General Santiago Carrillo 
was held in a Seville hotel yesterday. The aim of the meeting was to ex- 
change views with the secretary general in the light of the coming setting 
up of the Andalusian Communist Party in December. 


Answering questions put by MUNDO OBRERO, the PCE secretary general stated 
that one cannot speak of a process of federalization withix the Communist 
Party, since "the party remains a party and not a federation.” "It is a 
matter,” he said, “of adapting the party's structure to the situation of 
Spain's peoples and of insuring that the Communist Party in each of those 
peoples is in tune with their specific situation, so that it can have 
autonomy to act in accordance with that situation.” 


When asked whether the process of setting up autonomous communist parties 
could harm essential aspects of the PCE itself, such as democratic central- 
ism, he replied that “democratic centralism, as we understand it, implies 
democratic expression on the part of party members. What will happen in 
the future is that the problems of each of this country's nationalities 

and regions will be examined within the party, and the possible conflicts 
which may srise will also be resolved within it. Ther= will therefore be 
homogeneousness with respect to the state's problems." 


The communist leader stated that the diversity existing among Spain's 
various peoples could cause differences of approach to economic problems, 
and even to political problems, within the PCE. "But it is better that 
these differences should be expressed, debated and resolved, and that they 
should exist within the party." "I am convinced," he added, "that the party 
is sufficiently mature to resolve this kind of problem," 


Last, he stated that the future Andalusian Communist Party will be distin- 
guished from the rest of the communist parties of the Spanish State by the 














same distinguishing features as those of the Andalusian people. “The 
Andalusian Communist Party will be more in tune with Andalusia's needs 
and shaped to a greater extent by them, in the same was as the Galician 
Communist Party or the Unified Socialist Party of Catalonia with respect 
to their respective territories. But this will not mean a weakening of 
the party; quite the contrary, since these developments will give it an 
enormous wealth of analysis." 


cso: 3110 
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COUNTRY SECTION SPAIN 


"EL PAIS’ PUBLISHES OVERALL STATE BUDGET FOR 1980 
Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 2 Oct 79 pp 58, 59 
{[Article: The “Budget Deficit for 1980 Is Set at 290 Billion Pesetas"] 


[Text] The government presented its 1980 budget on time and it is now 
before the parliament and public opinion. The Minister of Finance appeared 
yesterday at a press conference to explain the substance of the budget bill 
which the appropriate parliamentary committee will discuss, amend where 
necessary, and approve before the end of the year. It is to be hoped that 
on this occasion 1980 may get under way with a new budget and that it will 
not be necessary to resort to the postponement witnessed in other years and 
which has only caused distortions and difficulties in budgetary development. 
In this coming year which, according to authorized sources of the government, 
is slated to see spending reform and a productivity increase in the public 
sector with an impact on the budget, an initial deficit target of 290 billion 
Spanish pesetas has been set, a record in budgetary history. 


Yesterday the government presented to the Cortes ard public opinion at a 
press conference the general state budget for 1980. The budget represents 
the most important document of the government's economic policy and will be 
discussed over the next few months in parliament. The basic criteria of 
the estimates prepared by the government are the following: To check 
current spending (payments and purchase of goods and services); to honor 
all projected commitments of the government, especially for the financing 
of sectors in difficulty; to beef up the INI [National Institute of Industry] 
and unemployment assistance; to have a moderate increase in the tax burden 
and regulation of some investment incentives, especially as regards fixed- 
interest bonds. 


The consolidated bude2zt of the public administrations (government, autonomous 
administrative org.uns, and Social Security) closes with an estimated deficit 
of 290 billion resetas, slightly less than what is considered to be the 
maximum tolerable amount for the current fiscal year (about 300 billion 
pesetas), after adjustment for the increase following the settlement of 
payments of the first half year. 








This deficit includes the increase in the government's financing of Social 
Security and unemployment compensation by 83.5 billion; of municipal govern- 
ments by 26.25 billion pesetas; of the INI by 10 billion pesetas; and of 
sectors in difficulty--basically the iron and steel and the shipbuilding 
sectors--by 20 billion pesetas. 


The financing of this deficit, undoubtedly one of great magnitude, has been 
projected on the basis of the following breakdown: Domestic public debr, 
100 billion; foreign debt, 20 billion; and Bank of Spain subsidy, 170 b.llion. 


At the press conference held by the minister of finance, Jaime Garcia 
Anoveros, immediately afcer he presented the budgetary breakdown in the 
Cortes and before going ts Belgrade to participate at the annual conference 
of the International Monetary Fund, he stressed the clarity and honesty of 
the present budget which, according to the minister, has tried to reflect 
progress and improvement over earlier budgets. 


This assertion is reiterated every year in the formal presentation of the 
budget even though subsequent events would deny it given tuac aeviations 

in revenues and expenditures are usually substantial. This year, for 
example, out of an estimated deficit of 200 billion pesetas, there was a 
jump to another estimate of nearly 500 billion at mid-year. This has forced 
the government to try to apply strict corrective measures relating to current 
expenditures. 


Wages in the Public Sector To Rise by 12.5 Percent 


The Minister of Finance noted the government's interest in limiting current 
expenditures and favoring investment expenditures. The estimated increase 
in current expenditures, excluding contributions to Social Security and 
unemployment is 16.6 percent in nominal terms which means almost no growth 
in real terms, that is, after discounting the rate of inflation. 


According to the minister's report, the average increase in wages for public 
servants is 12.5 percent. This percentage will not apply automatically and 
across the board given that part of the amount is earmarked as an incentive 
for positions calling for essential dedication or which are incompatible. 

The government's standard, according to the presentation of Minister 
Anoveros at the press conference, is that the distribution should be pro- 
portional and that more significant increases should occur in basic remunera- 
tion (on whose basis pensions are adjusted) than in the complementary ones. 
The real increase in compensation stands at 17 percent in nominal terms. 

This percentage includes those increases in wage schedules and remuneration 
which go into effect during the next fiscal year and which affect magistrates, 
judges, teachers, and inspectors in the Ministry of Finance. 


freezing of Wage Levels and Measures Against the Holding of Several Jobs 


In May 1979 the government, at a cabinet meeting, agreed that the Ministry 
of Finance would not negotiate any increase in wage schedules that were not 
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justifiable for special reasons. The Minister of Finance recalled that 
decision and reiterated the government's intention to freeze the existing 
public wage levels and try to increase public workers’ productivity. 


A novelty in this respect is the estimate which establishes the new budget 
for adjusting the system of incompatibilities stemming from the simultaneous 
holding of two or more jobs by workers in any of the public administrations 
(government, autonomous organs, Social Security, and even public enter- 
prises). 


Answering the questions of newsmen the minister noted that he was unable to 
quantify the number of individuals who collect from the government for two, 
three, or more jobs which they hold simultaneously. He said that the figure 
is not high in the government--excluding Social Security--and that basically 
it involves teachers. 


Under the chapter of current spending for the purchase of goods and services 
a policy of limiting same has been applied so that an increase of no more 
than 1.9 percent is projected. 


In the capital investments sector the 1980 budget takes over from the Joint 
Action Fund, which is eliminated. This decision was made because the govern- 
ment considers that the inclusion of the Joint Action Fund in the budget 
gives the latter more flexibility. The projected increase in investment 
expenditures is 17.5 percent. practically identical to the government esti- 
mate for the Gross National ?roduct. To the investment program for 1980 

set at some 550 billion pesetas, it is necessary to add this year's balance, 
especially the proceeds of the Joint Action Fund, some of those elements 
entered into effect following the afproval of the appropriate law this week. 


Inclusion of the Joint Action Fund 


Among the most important sections of this chapter noted by the Minister of 
Finance in his statement before newsmen the following can be mentioned: 


Subsidies of 40 billion pesetas to the INI. Subsidies to sectors in 
difficulty (iron and steel and shipbuilding, principally), 20 billion. 
Subsidies to stimulate job creation, 10 billion. Subsidies to public works 
(15 billion) and agriculture (5 billion) as an emergency action fund to 
compensate territorial imbalances and stimulate employment in high unemploy- 
ment areas not covered by insurance. This fund, the minister noted, has 
nothing to do with territorial compensation, which will enter into effect 

in accordance with the Constitution when the various autonomous communities 
are operating as such. 


The government's subsidy to Social Security is to witness a slightly growing 
rate and represents 9 percent of the latter's disbursements. This percentage 
continues to be far from the commitment of 20 percent in 1984 but an improved 
rate and progress is being maintained. 














Minister Garcia Anoveros made a yery strenuous effort to explain the increase 
in the tax burden in the 1980 budget, a rise computed at 0.43 percent com 
pared to the previous fiscal year. The minister said that to try :o achieve 
an increase of 1 percent in tax levies (which is what the left is seeking) 

is utopian considering that this greater burden would occur at a time of 
serious difficulty. Fernando Abril Martorell, deputy prime minister for 
economic affairs, spoke in a similar vein a week ago. Taxes as a percentage 
of the Gross National Product will stand at 12.41 [sic--?712.51l] percent, a 
rate lower than that in most Western countries. 





Direct taxes will be higher than indirect taxes even though the latter's 
rate of increase is somewhat sharper than of the former in the estimates for 
1980. Under the chapter of direct taxes those on real estate and personal 
income continue to witness a respectable rate of increase, but in contrast 
the corporations tax rises by less. Direct taxes are up to 19.4 percent 
according to budgetary estimates. 


In contrast, indirect taxes increase by 24.9 percent. Luxury taxes and 
enterprise turnover taxes are also up. Taxes on oil revenues increase their 
contributions to the Treasury even though there is some ambiguity in this 
respect given that they include subsidies covered up to now. 


Decline in Revenues in 1979 


Minister Garcia Anoveros stated in his presentation that tax collection in 
the current fiscal year will be below that estimated in the budget by some 

30 billion pesetas. This is due to the fact that payment is not being claimed 
on account of corporation taxes in order not to worsen the unfavorable finan- 
cial situation of many firms. Similarly, tex exemptions on exports are being 
boosted and customs duties lowered resulting in declining customs revenues. 
The minister also noted the effect that fiscal support measures on employ- 
ment-generating investment has had on the corporations tax. 


Fiscal Incentives for 1980 


Under the chapter of fiscal incentives for investment and savings the budget 
bill contemplates the following, according to what the minister explained to 
the newsmen: 


In the profits tax the deduction on account of the investment credit to be 
made in 1980 for the purchase or acquisition of government public debt is 
raised from 15 percent to 22 percent. This deduction will stand at 20 per- 
cent if the investment is in the form of purchases of bonds of autonomous 
communities, government bank warrants, and fixed-income securities of the 
INI, RENFE [Spanish National Railroads], the telephone administration, or 
electric companies. 


With these fiscal incentives which according to Minister Anoveros will bene- 
fit from a publicity campsign of some scope, an attempt is being made to 
stimulate the fixed-income securities market and to create a secondary market 
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for the resale of the securities. What is involved, he explained, is for 
the issues of fixed-income securities to be sold in small blocks to a large 
number of savers. One should not forget that the government alone will have 
to sell no less than 100 billion pesetas’ worth of bonds next year and these 
will be increased by various units if we include autonomous communities, 

the INI, the government bank, the telephone administration, and electric 
companies. In order to benefit from the deduction it will be necessary to 
hold the acquired securities fcr at least 3 years. 


In connection with the corporations tax the budget extends the fiscal bene- 
fits to new investments likely tc generate employment. 


Another fiscal benefit that the new budget provides is the raising of the 
minimum amount exempted in the real estate tax. This raise is of 1 million 
pesetas plus 50 percent for a wife and children. The minister justified this 
measure as the application of the spirit of this tax which is not meant for 
general tax collection. 


Settlement of Real Estate Balances and Assets 


In the chapter on settlements the budget does not contemplate a settlement 
of balances for this fiscal year even though the minister noted that it will 
be done at the close of fiscal 1980. At this time the settlement of 

31 December 1978 is in effect and the following one is anticipated for 1980. 


Nevertheless, che settlement of accounts abroad as well as of those 
companies which have not paid taxes so far--such as foundations--will be 
allowed. 


Another novelty introduced in the budget is the possibility of updating the 
property value concerning those taxpayers who were not obliged to make a 
declaration in the previous fiscal year. This updating is important in order 
to avoid the effects of the tax on anticipated capital appreciation estimated 
in the profits tax and which falls on the holder of an asset at the time 

when he relinquishes it. The government's policy and the spirit of reform, 
said the minister, are to maintain the tax on capital appreciation even 
though a periodical updating of value will be done in order to avoid penali- 
zing the saving. For those citizens who are not obliged to file a declara- 
tion (it is estimated that 7 million of them will file) the budget law 

culls for immediate and automatic updating of the value of their assets. 


Treasury Expenditures Budget 


Another innovation which this budget includes and which is provided for in 
the budget law is the filing of Treas ry expenditures budget. Table No 4 
summarizes the position of the tax exemptions in effect and their impact on 
tax collection. Regarding the latter the impact of exemptions is in the 
order of 19 percent, undoubtedly a significant figure. 
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The most important components of this waiving by the Treasury of some in- 

come relates to the tax on profits. There are exemptions of major importance, 
such as that applicable on the purchase of one's own home (investment for 

this purpose warrants a deduction of 15 percent). The exemptions in company 
profits involve an effective reduction in the average tax rate of from 33 
percent to 24 percent. This effective average level is slightly lower than 
that of other countries. 


Rationalization of Expenditures 


The Minister of Finance finally referred to the policy of rationalizing 
expenditures and of revising same initiated in the past couple of years and 
which will necessarily be slow to be implemented. This policy is established 
on the basis of the initiation of budgets for progressive programs in the 
various ministries and the application of zero-base budgeting to public organs 
to go into effect in November 1979. 


Zero-base budgeting assumes the review of all outlays and a revision of 
schedules. The application of this policy, Minister Anoveros noted, will 
call for readjustments of schedules and purposes as well as of budgetary 
sections. 


Consolidated Breakdown of Revenues 
(in millions of pesetas) 





General 

government Social Consolidated 
Item budget Security total 
Direct taxes 865,170.9 aad 865,170.9 
Social Security contributions — 1,540,132.0 1,490,992.4* 
Indirect taxes 825,370.0 -- 825,370.0 
Rates and other revenues 202 ,420.5 20 ,821.0 223,241.5 
Current transfers 107 ,518.9 145 ,851.6 107 663.6 
Real estate revenues 111,345.8 4,058.6 115,404.4 
Total current operations 2,111,826.1 1,710,863.2 3,627 ,843.0 
Real investments transfers 2,077.7 515.4 2,593.1 
Capital transfers 1,198.6 — 1,198.6 
ihanges in financial assets 29,592.4 35,162.9 64,755.3 
Changes in financial liabilities 129,012.0 183.8 129,195.8 
Total capital operations 161,880.7 35,862.1 197,742.8 
Grand total 2,273,706.8 1,746,725.3 3,825,585.8 





* Elimination of Social Security contributions paid by INEM to the former 
representing the benefits of unemployment insurance. Its counterpart has 
been eliminated from the outlays of ames organs under transfers. 








Collections on account of Social Security contributions involve a figure 
close to the total direct and indirect taxes. It is planned to keep Social 
Security contributions unchanged next year and to cover its financial needs 
by means of larger government allocations and improvements in its adnministra- 
tion, measures that would wake significant savings possible. The magnitude 
of total government revenues is close to 4 billion pesetas, a sizable figure, 
even though it is far from that of other Western countries. The government 
will raise its contribution to back the fight against inflation, the priority 


problem in economic policy and a matter of concern for the entire society 
at a time when unemployment exceeds 8 percent of the economically active 


population. 


Remuneration of personnel continues to be the most important part of the 


government budget. This year an effort is being made to apply a strict policy 
of spending limitations which involves the freezing of schedules and the main- 


tenance of an average rate of wage increases in the order of 12.5 percent. 


Consolidated Breakdown of Expenditures 
(in millions of pesetas) 





General 

government Social Consolidated 
item budget Security total 
Personnel remuneration 975,767.7 282,737.3 1,258,505.0 
Purchase of current goods and 

services 200 ,032.0 169,510.2 369 542.2 

Interest 42,806.4 485.6 43,292.0 
Current transfers 643,694.9 1,227 ,472.8 1,676,321.4 
Reserve for amortizations -- 16,332.0 16,332.0 
Total current operations 1,862,301.0 1,696,537.9 3, 363,992.6 
Real investments 284 ,0£2.6 42,736.7 326,789.3 
Capital transfers 227 ,861.4 ae 227 ,861.4 
Changes in financial assets 33,839.4 7,068.7 40,908.1 
Changes in financial liabilities 25,237.9 382.0 25,619.9 
Total capital operations 570,991.3 50,187.4 621,178.7 
Grand total 2,433,292.3 1,746,725.3 3,985,171.3 
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The tax burden will increase next year at approximately the mid-point. What 
is involved is a rise of some magnitude, lower than that of 1978, a year of 
change, but higher than that of the present fiscal year and that of the 
earlier ones. The tax revenues represer.: sbout 12.5 percent of the Gross 
National Product, an amount significantly lower than that of other countries 
even though it is also certain that our public services are of lesser 
quality and scope. 


Breakdown of Government Revenues 
(in millions of pesetas) 


Increase compared to 
the tax collection 
estimated in 1979 





Tax on profits 610,000 
Corporation tax 158 ,100 
Other revenues 52,440 
Excess profits tax 820,540 
Inheritance tax 18,850 
Real estate tax 18,600 
Tax on capital appreciation 37,450 
Direct taxes 857,990 + 19.4% 








Real estate transfers and documented 








legal proceedings 108 ,800 
Enterprise turnover 165,500 
Sales tax 303 ,660 
Foreign trade 132,410 
Treasury monopolies 113,000 
Indirect taxes 823,370 + 24.9% 
Rates and other revenues 134 ,626 + 43.6% 
Current transfers 64 891 + 21.9% 
Real estate revenues 107 ,873 + 33.4% 
Transfer of real investments 650 + 30.0% 
Changes in financial assets 3,500 + 85.5% 
Changes in financial liabilities 1,000 
Total 1,994 ,000 + 23.9% 
Consolidated Estimates of Expenditures and Revenues 
Expenditures Revenues 
Government 2,284,456 2,114,000 
Autonomous administrative organizations 431,228.7 442 099.2 
Total 2,715,684.7 2,556,099.2 
Write-off of transfers - 282,392.4 -  282,392.4 
2,433,292.3 2,273,706.8 
Social Security estimates 1,746,725.3 1,746,725.3 
4,180,017.6 4,020,432.1 
Write-off of transfers 194 ,846.3 194 846.3 
3,985,171.3 3,825,585.8 


The consolidated expenditures of the public administrations, excluding 
autonomous commercial, industrial, or financial organizations, approximate 
4 billion pesetas, a figure that is significantly lower than that of the 
most important countries of the European Economic Community. 


Estimates by Departments 
(in millions of pesetas) 


1980 1979 budget 

Royal household 182.3 10.05 
Spanish parliament 3,482.8 u4.% 
Court of Accounts 212.6 32. 

Constitutional Court 208 .6 — 

Public debt 59 ,883.4 50.68 
National Funds 65,597.0 12.79 
Prime Minister's office 57,135.7 19. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 11,016.7 12.44 
Ministry of Justice 40,419.2 45.16 
Ministry of Defense 286 ,247.7 21.64 
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Increase over the 





1980 1979 budget 

Ministry of Finance 29,908.9 16.51 
Ministry of Interior 123,655.1 (16.92*) 
Ministry of Public Works 165,335.2 33.60 
Ministry of Education 313,755.4) 21.75 
Universities and research 50,754.0) — 
Ministry of Labor 101 ,631.7 1,619.62 
Ministry of Industry and Energy 111,159.2 169.46 
Ministry of Agriculture 105 ,648.4 43.79 
Ministry of Commerce 18,724.6 6.74 
Ministry of Economy 3,616.5 40.84 
Ministry of Transportation and 

Communications 178,412.2 33.29 
Ministry of Health and Social Security 189,754.9 2.53 
Ministry of Culture 30 ,985.3 31.78 
Ministry of Territorial Administration 8,803.0 - 
Expenditures of various ministries 176,078.9 44.79 
Semiautonomous and autonomous 

entities 2,500.0 25.00 

2,284 ,456.0 





* Some of its jurisdiction has been transferred to the Ministry of Territorial 
Administration. 


The 1980 budget provides for a new allocation for the Constitutional Court 
whose establishment has already been approved. The Ministries of Industry 

and Energy, Labor, Agriculture, and Justice are the beneficiaries of signifi- 
cant increases in budgeted amounts. Various incentives for energy investments 
on one hand, for larger allocations for outlays on the other, and for unemploy- 
ment payments in the other two explain these increases. 


Treasury Expenditures for 1980 
(in millions of pesetas) 








Treasury Budget 
expenditures revenue Ratio of A to B 
(A) (B) (in percentage) 
a. General personal income tax 75,855 610,000 12.4 
b. Corporation tax 94,230 158,100 59.6 
Tax on capital appreciation: 
c. General inheritance tax 2,600 18,850 13.8 
d. Tax on real estate transfers 
and documented legal proceedings 41,233 108 , 800 37.9 
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Treasury Budget 
Expenditures revenue Ratio of A to B 








aia (B) (in percentage) 
Real estate transfers 38 , 933 47,000 82.8 
Documented legal proceedings 2,300 61,800 3.7 
e. General tax on enterprise 
turnover 48,299 165,500 29.2 
f. Salex tax 54 ,887 130,810 42.0 
Tax on spirits, sugar and beer 687 5,470 12.6 
Oil 22,621 - 1,160 - 
Tax on luxuries (general 
purchases) 31,579 127,500 24.8 
g- Tax on foreign trade 73,922 132,200 55.9 
Import duties 54,922 76,660 71.6 
Aggregate domestic levies 19,000 55,540 34.2 
h. Treasury monopolies (tobacco) 3,000 16,000 18.8 
Total 394,026 1,993,000* 19.8 





*#Includes the entire expenditures budget 


Even though direct taxes continue to be, for the third consecutive year, 
higher than indirect taxes, the increase in the latter is greater than in 

the former. At times of change from one fiscal system to another, compari- 
sons between the budgets of one year and the next preclude hasty generaliza- 
tions. The tax on profits continues to be the basic item in direct taxation. 


Treasury expenditures, or if one prefers tax exemptions, result in a budgetary 
shortfall in the order of 20 percent. Exemptions try to favor some sectors, 
to stimulate investments or savings. The new bill on the tax on profits 

makes possible a sizable deduction for the acquisition of an individual's 

own home which will imply a drop in revenues for the Treasury. According 

to the estimates of technicians at the Ministry of Finance this is in the 
order of 75 billion pesetas. Fiscal incentives to investment also involve 

a drop in the corporations tax collection in the order of 95 billion pesetas. 


Growth Rate of Between 3 and 4 Percent and Inflation Rate of Between 
12.5 and 13.5 Percent Projected in 1980 


The government expects that the Spanish economy will grow between 3 and 4 
percent and that prices will rise by 12.5 to 13.5 percent in 1980 according 
to the statement of the Minister of Finance when he presented the budget 
yesterday. The major budgetary totals have been set on the basis of these 
estimates. These targets in terms of growth are more ambitious than the 
average projected by the OECD [Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development] for the countries of that organization. In terms of prices 
they are below what has been witnessed this year and very close to the level 
estimated by the OECD. The recommendation for a wage increase for 1980, 
which the government will presumably make for the private sector, will be 
12.5 percent. 
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As far as Social Security contributions are concerned, the government's 

plan is to keep them unchanged through next year. This week it is expected 
that the Minister of Health and Social Security will hold a press conference 
to comment on the scope and content of his department's budget. 


2662 
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COUNTRY SECTION SPAIN 


SPANISH-EQUATORIAL GUINEA COOPERATION AGREEMENT SIGNED 
LD140947 Madrid YA in Spanish 1 Nov 79 p 1 LD 
[Unattributed report: "Spain Grants Guinea Credit Totaling $19 Million"] 


[Excerpt] With a lengthy delay caused by Minister of the Economy Jose 

Luis Leal's visit to Ronda, the cooperation agreement between Spain and 
Equatorial Guinea was signed at 2130 last night, marking the climax of 

the talks held by delegations of both countries in Madrid since last Monday. 
The cooperation agreement comprises a set of framework agreements on 
specific topics and involves Spain's granting the Republic of Equatorial 
Guinea credit totaling $19 million. 


The framework agreements concern the fields of health, education, finance, 
telecommunications, public works, agriculture, fisheries and hydrocarbons. 
The budget for these agreements will apparently be finalized later during 
the implementation of the agreements’ provisions. 


In the field of finance, a mixed bank with the participation of the Spanish 
Overseas Bank and the Development Bank of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea 
will be set up. In the hydrocarbons sector, the Hispanoil enterprise is 
granted the sole right to prospect in Guinea, and in the field of defense, 
the Spanish enterprise Casa will apparently take part in mo ‘ernizing Guinea's 
air force. In addition, each Guinean ministry will have two Spanish advisers. 


Credit and Direct Aid 


The credit which Spain will grant Guinea breaks down into three portions-- 
$10 million linked with the development aid fund, with a 20-year repayment 
period and a 3 percent interest rate; $7 million for rebuilding agriculture, 
and $2 million from the Spanish Overseas Bank for purchasing consumer goods. 
This totals about 1.2 billion pesetas overall, 


To this credit must be added direct aid, principally in the fields of motor 
vehicles and teaching personnel. Approximate estimates seem to indicate 
that overall Spanish aid for Guinea will total 2 billion pesetas. In addi- 
tion, Spain has taken steps vis-a-vis the EEC which have made it possible to 
release nonrepayable aid worth $10 million, frozen during the Masie era. 
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It has also been confirmed that King Juan Carlos will visit Equatorial 
Guinea 10-12 December. Normalization of the situation of the Guinean 
Armed Forces--which are widely scattered throughout Guinea's national 
territory--ths insuring the king of Spain's safety, is currently being 


awaited. 


cso: 3110 
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COUNTRY SECTION SWITZERLAND 


RESULTS OF NATIONAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS ANALYZED 
Zurich NEUE ZUERCHER ZEITUNG in German 23 Oct 79 p II 


/Article by "Bue.": "Strenghthening of Bourgeois Forces in National Council 
Probable--Increase in Votes for FDP /Radical Democratic Perey) and Liberals-- 
SP /Socialist Party/ Results Contradictory—-Losses of LdU /Independent Party/" 


/Text] The first results from smaller cantons, provisional distributions of 
Seats and reports of trends in the National Council elections on Sunday /21 
October/ evening clearly point to an advance of the bourgeois forces in the 
National Council. In Zug and Schwyz Cantons, the Radical Democrats (FDP) won 
one seat each at the expense of the Social Democrats (SP). These successes 
came about owing to considerable gains in votes by the FDP, such as are also 
apparent in a number of other cantons. In Basel-Town, on the other ha:d, 
POCH (Progressive Organizations) for the first time managed to obtain a federal 
seat. The loser in this case is the Independent Party, which appears to have 
lost a considerable number of votes in other cantons as well. The results on 
the whole confirm the political results of the important cantonal elections 
last spring. It is, however, not yet clear what the overall result of the 
election will be as far as the Social Democrats are concerned. The mentioned 
losses of seats in Zug and Schwyz contrast with gains in votes in Graubuenden, 
and also almost certainly in the Canton of Zurich. The CVP /Christian Demo- 
cratic Party/, for its part, is doing well in holding on to its traditional 
positions and, together with one independent Christian democrat, is claiming 
both National Council seats of the new Jura Canton. 


Even before all results are in regarding voter turnout, it is already clear 
that it has decreased once more. For the first time since 1919, it has now 
dropped below 50 percent. This means that fewer than half of all those en- 
titled to vote went to the polls. The voter turnout has thus reached a 
“height,” or depth, such as existed until now only in the fifties and sixties 
of last century and in 1914 (46.4 percent). It is possible that the fine fall 
weather and the fact that it was a holiday weekend in some cantons kept poten- 
tial voters from the polls, but the party strategists will have to admit that 
their embryonic efforts for a general “voter turnout campaign" did not lead to 
a reversal of the trend. Nor did the popularization and the “Americanization" 
of the election campaign style, partly noted with displeasure, prevent our 
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going below the magic 50-percent limit. Only in spots, in individual excep- 
tions, is there an alleviation of this alarming trend: in Uri voter turnout, 
compared with 1975, rose by 9 percent to 56 percent, in Nidwalden it increased 
from not quite 39 percent to not quite 60 percent. But interesting election 
confrontations were not able by any means to increase interest everywhere. 


In the five smallest cantons and semicantons, which furnish only one National 
Council member each (Obwalden, Nidwalden, Appenzel! Innerrhoden, Glarus and 
Uri) no change occurred in the members’ party affiliation. In Uri the Radical 
cantonal government member Raymund Gamma prevailed against the independent 
candidacy of a CVP cantonal legislator, with a candidate of the SP, which con- 
tested the election for the first time, gaining not quite one-quarter of the 
votes cast. In the CVP Canton of Nidwalden, the Radical candidate managed to 
obtain a surprising near 40 percent of the vote, whereas the SP man had -o be 
content with 10 percent. In Glarus the SVP /Swiss People's Par 7 represent- 
ative, Hoesli, in convincing fashion preserved his seat, which SVP had won 
from the Social Democrats in a byelection in 1978. 


The first reports included the news about a Radical gain in the Canton of Zug. 
There, the FDP, with a strong list, increased its vote by almost 10 percent 
(its share is now 32.8 percent), more than making up for its defeat in 1975, 
when the industrialist Dr A.C. Brunner fell victim _to Social Democratic suspi- 
cions against the bourgeois AHV /old age insurance] policy. In the Canton of 
Schwyz the gain by the Radicals amounts to more than 7 percent (their share 
now being 28.04 percent), leading to the SP, which lost an almost equal amount 
of votes, ceding the seat to the Radicals. While there is no change in seats 
in Graubuenden, the Radicals and SP registered strong gains in votes, particu- 
larly at the expense of the Swiss People's Party. 


The results that have come in by midnight present a picture of far-reaching 
stability in party politics for a number of cantons, notwithstanding the above- 
mentioned trends regarding gains or losses of votes. In the cantons of Lucerne, 
Fribourg, Solothurn, Schaffhausen, St Gallen, Basel-Country, Thurgau, Ticino 
and Geneva the distribution of seats remains the same. In Aargau the disappear- 
ance of the Republicans from the political scene is confirmed, with the seat 
being obtained by the CVP, which thus is able to register it sole gain so far 
overall. In Neuchatel, where the Radicals did not engage in very astute election 
politics, the Liberal Party is taking a second seat, whereas the Radicals 
hence-forth will only have one. 


As of 1 am Monday, the distribution of seats in the big cantons of Zurich, 

Bern, Vaud, St Gallen and Valais was not yet known. The television projections, 
which first came in slowly and later in the evening at first came up with quite 
unreliable forecasts--for instance, of a Zurich gain by the National Action-- 
promise a status quo as regards the distribution of seats in St Gallen and 
Valais. At 1:15 am came the news that the Lower Valais CVP has to cede a seat 
to the Radicals after all. In Vaud there appears to be the prospect of the 
Liberals and the "Green List" gaining one seat each, which would have the SP 
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and the PdA /Labor Part y] losing a seat each. In the Canton of Bern, too, 
the SP might find seself at the losing end. In Zurich, on the other hand, 
judging by the trend, the FDP and the SVP will probably gain two seats each, 
with the LdU losing two seat; and the CVP and the Republicans losing one 
each. Accordingly, there is un’ ikely to be an appreciable change as regards 
a clear gain in seats and votes by the bourgeois forces in the house. 


8790 
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COUNTRY SECTION SWITZERLAND 


COMPOSITION OF NEW NATIONAL COUNCIL REPORTED 
Statistics About Deputies 
Zurich NEVE ZUERCHER ZEITUNG in German 26 Oct 79 p 24 


/SDA /SWISS NEWS AGENCY] reports about the federal elections: "National 
Council Has 59 New Members"? 

/Text] According to the lists of elected deputies, the Nations! Council has 
numerous new members. In all, 59 seats in the house are occupied by new 
people: 45 members resigned and 14 were voted out. With 29.5 percent the 
turnover in the house is greater than it was 4 years ago, when it was 25.5 
percent. At that time 33 members resigned and 18 failed io be reelected. 
The Liberal Party is the party to have undergone the relatively greatest 
renewal by far. 


Of a total of eight National Council members of the Liberal Party, five have 
been newly elected--a renewal of more than 62 percent. In second place is the 
SvP /Swiss People's Party] with 9 new members among its 23 deputies, or 39 
percent. Then comes the FDP /Radical Democratic Party/ with 18 new members 
among its 51, or 35 percent. In the CVP /Christian Democratic Party/ 13 of 

44 members, or 29 percent, are new to the house. the parties repre- 
sented in the Federal Council, the SP /Socialist Party/ with 9 out of 51 
council members, or 17 percent, shows the smallest turnover in the big chamber. 
Of the eight LdU /Independent Party/ National Council members, =.ven are re- 
elected deputies--a renewal amount to 12 percent. 


Average Age Lower 


Following the Weekend elections, the average age of National Council members 
now is 50. This now represents a slight “rejuvenation” compared with the 40th 
National Council, following a rise in the average age from 51 to 52 from 1971 
to 1975. Of the 200 National Council members only 28 are under 40, and only 2 
of these are under 30. The average age of the 21 elected women corresponds 

to that of the entire house. 


The youngest member of the house is the 28-year-old lawyer Jean-Paul Gehler 
from Reconvilier (Bern), a member of the SVP who had moved into the house 
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earlier this year, before the elections. The doyen in the big chamber is 
73-year-old Jean Vincent of the PdA /Labor Party/, who now has been a member 
of the National Council for 32 years. As the senior member, Vincent will 
open the December session of the house. Apart from Vincent, only 6 other 
deputies are over 65; 29 are 60 or over. 


Even More Lawyers Than Before 


Lawyers continue to form by far the largest contingent in the National Council. 
In fact, compared with 1975, their number increased by 9 to 39 as a result of 
the latest elections. As in 1975, they are followed by mayors in town and 
country, municipal councilors and other public officials, whose number has gone 
down by 3 and is now 26. While the number of cantonal government members re- 
presented in the National Council has gone down by 6, to 12, professors and 
teachers again are represented by 22 members. 


The composition of the house according to professions is now as follow (1975 
composition in parentheses): Lawyers and notaries, 39 (30); mayors in town and 
country, municipal councilors and other public officials, 26 (29); teachers 
and professors, 22 (22); tradesmen, industrialists and businessmen, 16 (10); 
officials of associations, 16 (18); farmers, 15 (16); engineers and architects, 
13 (12); cantonal government members, including former such members 12 (18); 
physicians, veterinarians and pharmacists, 8 (7); employees and workers, & 
(10); managers of all kinds, 7 (11); correspondents, editors, publishers, 

6 (13); other self-employed, 3 (3); housewives, 3 (1); others, 6. 


Members From French-Speaking Cantons 
Zurich NEVE ZUERCHER ZEITUNG in German 26 Oct 79 p 24 
/Report by 0.F.: "New Representatives" 


/Text] Lausanne, 24 October--There is a striking turnover in representives from 
French-language cantons in Bern. This is particularly true of Geneva, where 
Gilbert Coutau, the 43-year-old president of the Liberal Party in the canton, 
known as an outstanding orator in the cantonal legislative body, was newly 
elected to the National Council. As secretary from French-language Switzerland 
of the Society for the Promotion of Swiss Industry, he is thoroughly familiar 
with the economic problems and will competently represent the interests of 
industry in French-language Switzerland in Bern. Another new member of the 
National Council, among the Radicals, is the 39-year-old law professor Gilles 
Petitpierre, a son of the old Federal Councilor Petitpierre. As vice president 
of the Institut de la Vie, he is one of the most prominent advocates of the 
environmental concept. He became known primarily through his courageous public 
stand for a total revision of the federal constitution. 


New representatives can also be found among the Vaud delegation. Among the 
Socialists, the former director of the League of Women Consumers, 38-year-old 
Yvette Jaggi, received more votes than any other candidate of her party. Along 














with her, the universally popular corporation lawyer from Yverdon, Pierre 
Duvoisin, is moving into the house. A new man among the Radicals is the pop- 
ular forestry engineer Jacques Martin. The advance of the Liberals has made 
it possible for a wine grower to move into the National Council-—-Claude Massy 
from Epesses, whose family has slight ties to the “winocracy” in the Lavaux. 


New duputies among the Neuchatel delegation are a couple of muncipal councilors 
from the capital, the Liberal Jean Cavadini and the Radical Claude Frey, who 
are among the best people in the cantonal legislature. As president of the 
Radical Party in the canton, the 36-year-old Frey developed a dynamic tean. 

In the Municipal Council he heads, with circumspect competence, the Department 
for Police and Urban Planning. The 43-year-old Cavadini, represzcating rather 
the conservative trends among tne Liberals and probably just as unlikely to 
engage in unusual ventures in the National Council as his predecessor Jean- 
Francois Aubert, heads the town's industrial concerns and the cultural depart- 
ment. 


A new face among the deputies from Valais is Pascal Couchepin, attorney and 

notary in Martigny, who, in Lower Valais, has won a second National Council 

seat for the Radicals at the expense of the CVP. He is regarded as an open, 
well-read person with a knowledge of the German-lanjuage Swiss scene. As a | 
result of Couchepin's success, the position of the leader of the Valais Radi- | 
cals, former member of the National Council Bernard Dupont, is likely to gain 

even greater influence. The Valais SP National Council seat which fell vacant 

as a result of the resignation of Gabrielle Nanchen is being taken by Francoise 

Vannay, who has done quite a good job in the cantonal legislature. Considering | 
the drastic loss in votes by the Valais Socialists, her position probably will 

not be particularly strong. | 
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COUNTRY SECTIQGI SWITZERLAND 


GOVERNMENT DEBATES CONFLICTS WITH IDA 
Zurich DIE WELTWOCHE in German 12 Sep 79 p 7 
[Interview with Klaus Jacobi by Ulrich Kaegi: "Switzerland Caught Citside") 


[Text}) DIE WELTWOCHE: Recently, Ambassador Marcel Heimo, the director for 
development cooperation and humanitarian aid, and you had a meeting with 
Robert S. McNamara, the president of the World Bank. At whose request did 
the meeting take place? Klaus Jacobi: At the request of the World Bank 
President acting on behalf of the donor countries for IDA-VI, i.e. the sixth 
increase of IDA capital which is currentl,; being raised. In this connection 
the donor countries arrived at the conclusion that Switzerland's standing 
aside could no longer be countenanced. It was their wish that we be informed 
of this view of theirs. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: What does IDA expect of Switzerland with regard to this 
sixth increase? 


Klaus Jacobi: Our participation.... 
DIE WELTWOCHE: And what does that mean in terme « money? 


Klaus Jacobi: When the contribution system was worked out same time ago 
Switzerland's share came to 1.47 percent of the total. This time, we would 
be liable for a contribution amounting to something like 300 million francs. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: How did your meeting with McNamara go? 


Klaus Jacobi: The nice thing about McNamara is that he speaks to the point, 
soberly, very politely and openly and that he offers no personal criticien 
of our position. He acted as the spokesman of a group of countries, charged 
with passing on information; he spoke on behalf of taose countries which 
are now in the process of raising 12.5 billion dollars. At the moment, they 
are 250 to 300 million dollars short. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: Is Switzerland supposed to make up the difference? 














Kiaus Jacobi: Wot by herself; we are talking dollars, after all. Other 
contributions are also needed. I might mention one novel and highly 
interesting aspect: In addition to the OPEC surplus countries, « number 
of sopewhat more highly developed developing countries have come forward 
as donors, e.g. Brazil, Mexico, Korea, Malaysia. All these countries 
have joined in which, incidentally, can be used as an additional weighty 


argument against us. 
DIE WELTWOCHE: Why are these countries being so generous? 


Klaus Jacobi: They ure contributing because the IDA funds are to benefit 
countries poorer than they. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: Is it altruism pure and simple? 


Klaus Jacobi: Yes. And, in addition, they have been told by the World 
Bank that they have by now reached a level of well-being which imposes 
certain obligations on then. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: What did you tell McNamara? 


Klaus Jacobi: We acknowledged his statement on behalf of the Bundesrat. 
Of course, we called attention to our domestic political problems as 

a result of the rejection of the 200 million franc IDS-IV loan on 13 June 
1976. We also pointed out that we are conducting a general review of 
Switzerland's relationship to the Bretton Woods institutions in any event. 
The Bundesrat has called for this review in connection with the UN 
membership question. 


DIE WELIWOCHE: How soon way one expect Switzerland to reply to McNamara's 
statement? 


Klane Jacobi: The )DS-VI operation should be concluded during the first 
week of October, at the end of the annual meeting of the World Bank 
which takes place in Belgrade this year. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: Is Switzerland going to be represented in Belgrade? 


Klaus Jacobi: Switzerland is not a member, but regularly takes part in 
annual meetings as an observer. Switzerland is represented by President 
Leutwiler on behalf of the National Bank and by Ambassador Jolles or 
myself on behalf of development aid policy. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: Will Switzerland have to come up with an answer to the 
requests of the douor countries in Belgrade? 


Klaus Jacobi: Because of the negative outcome of the referendum 3 years 
ago we ire not directly involved in the IDA-VI negotiations. It is there- 
fore 1 sely that we will make our reply to NeNamara personally, i.e. 

not in open session, and indicate to him what steps the Bundesrat has 

in mind to get us out of the sideline position. 
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DIE WELTWOCHE: Is there any clue as to how they will go about it? 


Klaus Jacobi: Yes because it is an urgent » r. But, since the 
Bundesrat has mot yet reached a decision, I don't want to get into 
particulars. Clearly, we are restricted somewhat because of the present 
state of the federal bodget and because of damestic considerations with 
respect to the popular referendum of same 3 years ago. A contribution 
anounting to 1.4? percent of the total is rather unlikely therefore; but 
we will at least make some sort of gesture. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: Are they any consequences Switzerland feces because of 
our sideline position? Is our industry getting fewer orders? Have IDA 
and the World Sank already decided to cross Switzerland off the list 

of countries entitled to participate in bidding for orders? 


Klaus Jacobi: Wo. There are two kinds of authorizations for orders: 
projects which ere financed through World Bank credits and those paid for 
fran IDA funds. As far as World Bank projects are concerned Swiss 
businesses should be able to participate in the bidding without constraint. 
The World Bank, after all, makes very significant use of our capir=1 
market--last year alone to the tune 2 2? oillion francs. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: This Swiss contribution is being honored in other words? 


Klaus Jacobi: Yes, but as regards the IDA orders things are different 
because the Swiss contributions which used to be made in the form 
of noninterest loans are no longer available. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: Why is it that other countries contribute their funds 
outright, but Switzerland merely grants loans? 


Klaus Jacobi: The reason is that Switzerland is not a member. Because 
we said, if we can't participate in decisions concerning the utilization 
of funds, we would rather make our contribution in form of a loan and not 
an outright gift. But, since the negative vote in the 1976 plebiscite 
we have not made any contributions; this has caused a shortfall for 

IDA which other countries must make up for. And this has exposed us 

to harsh criticien. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: So we have angered both the donor and the recipient 
countries? 


Klaus Jacobi: The donor countries most of all; the others don't really 
care where the money comes fram Those who are most annoyed are the 
youngest of the donor countries whose GNP lies far below that of 
Switzerland. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: What has the overall extent of IDA orders from Swiss 
industry been? 

















Klaus Jacobi: The total so far is 350 million francs; over the past 3 years 
alone Switz-rland received orders amounting to 130 million. This shows 
that IDA business activity is becoming increasingly important. It is the 
result of the rise in funds being made available to IDA by other countries. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: How does IDA parcel these billions out to the poorest 
of the poor countries? 


Klaus Jacobi: That is a very important question! I've heard it said time 
and again that these monies are simply turned over to the governments of 
the developing countries who then waste no time in transferring them to 
Swiss banks. That is nothing but a fairy tale. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: How is the transfer of funds actually handled? 


Klaus Jacobi: In practice, there are no cash transactions taking place 

at all. Once the top experts of the World Bank have checked every detail 

of a given project and found it to be worthwhile--it is the World Bank 
which decides this!--then the creditor nation invites international bids 
and offers for the goods it needs. And then the actual orders are given 
out, following another review by the World Sank. Upon delivery of the goods 
ordered the supplier either bills IDA directly or the consignee country 
which receives a refund for its outlay from IDA. In other words, there 

are no cash payments to the credit recipients whatever, which makes it 
impossible to "divert" funds. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: Could Switzerland be stricken from the IDA orders list? 


Klaus Jacobi: There is more and more pressure in this direction. The other 
countries are simply not willing to take our “penny ante” policy lying down 
any more. We make no payments, but we do reap the benefits. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: You speak of “pressure.” But there has not been a firm 
decision as yet, has tere? 


Klaus Jacobi: No; because people in authority are averse to resorting to 
measures which have the appearance of reprisals and which might place further 
strains upon the mutual relationrhip. But we ourselves should have 4 
clearer understanding of how matters stand: it is not at all impossible 
that certain member countries will push for a tougher stand against us. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: What are your feelings when you take part in such inter- 
national conferences? 


Klaus Jacobi: I would rather not speak of feelings. But at the moment we 
find ourselves in an embarrassing position for still another reason. In 
the past, as I said, we made noninterest loans available to IDA while other 
countries made their contributions outright, which they still do. Now this 
is what happened just a few days ago: IDA began repaying our first loan 
amounting to 52 million france dating back to 1969! Meantime, the first 
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partial payment of 520,000 francs has reached the federal treasury. So, 
at a time when other countries which are worse off economically than we 
are making an effort to scrape 12.5 billion dollars together, Switzerland 
is collecting repayments from IDA and continuing to refuse to play its 
part in the common endeavor! 


DIE WELTWOCHE: There have been discussions for a number of years about 
whether Switzerland should join the World Bank group. Where do we stand 
today? 


Klaus Jacobi: We believe that one should not be talking about joining 
the UN alone, but that one should view things in broader terms. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: Is thought being given to linking these two membership 
questions? 


Klaus Jacobi: Not to linking, but to an examination of priorities. Numerous 
people believe that Switzerland's relationship to the World Bank group is 

of greater importance than our joining the UN. Why? World Bank membership 
involves matters of substance, it deals with areas in which Switzerland 

as a medium-sized economic power and one of the larger financial powers can 
make a contribution and at the same time represent its own interests. 

It will be for the federal government to decide upon the merits of these 

two considerations. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: Will it be necessary to schedule a national referendum to 
decide about Swiss membership in the World Bank? 


Klaus Jacobi: Since this concerns joining an international organization, 
a non-ccmpulsory referendum will have to be held. 


DIE WELTWOCHE: If we did join, how much would it cost? 


Klaus Jacobi: One can't say as yet. A precondition to membership in the 
World Bank is membership in the IMF. This wouldn't cost the federal 
government anything because it would, simply put, merely involve a transfer 
of currency reserves from the National Bank to the IMF. Membership in 

the World Bank, on the other hand, requires a capital contribution the 
exact amount of which would depend on the Swiss IMF quota. Thus, the cost 
cannot be figured out as of now. One might mention, however, that only a 
very small part of the World Bank contribution must be paid in cash; the 
remainder is recall capital. 
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COUNTRY SECTION TURKEY 


SIGNIFICANCE OF 14 OCTOBER ELECTIONS EXAMINED 
Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 21 October 79 pp 2, 11 


[Panel discussion among Professor Dr Feridun Ergin (Istanbul University 
Economics Faculty Teaching Member), Professor Dr Aydin Aybay (Istanbul 
University Political Sciences Faculty Teaching Member) ani Docent Dr Ustun 
Erauder (Bogazici University Teaching Member); moderated by Ali Gevgilili 
and prepsred for publication by Nilgun Alacakaptan. | 


[Text] Gevgilili: The results of the Senate one-third replacement elec- 
tions and midterm elections in five provinces turned out to be more inter- 
esting than expected from the stanipoint of Turkey's political development. 


The turnout was unexpectedly high for the elections, which looked like «a 
virtual democratic referendum, ani the results were enough to upset all the 
political balances. 


The “democratic left” RPP under Ecevit's leadership suffered a great éefeat 
in the elections, whereas the JP [Justice Party] under Demirel's leadership 
realized a “burst of votes” unexpected even by the most optizistic. 


Doubtless, this development requiring the resignation of the Ecevit govern- 
ment and a search for new political solutions by Turkey will have broed 
implications for society in both the short and long terms. 


This forum, being held the day after the 14 October 1979 elections, will 
explore the sort of preferences Turkey has now expressed under what socio- 
political ani economic conditions and will diseuss the phenomens which lie 
at the roots of the emerging political trends. Also to be evaluated in this 
framework are the possibilities for solution which will be able to emerge in 
Turkey on the threshold of the 1980's and which of these will produce most 
reliable results. 


Professor Erging what were Turkey's major political, social and economic 
characteristics prior to 14 October? What line of development confronted 
society in the period between the i977 general elections and the 1979 
@lections? What sort of new light do the 14 October results cast on current 
political trends in Turkey? 
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Left Headed for Independence from RPP 


Ergin: The 14 October elections were to elect only 9 percent of a 600- 
person perliamentary cedre. As 14 October approached, however, the party 
campaigns were noticeably taking on an atmosphere reminiscent of general 
elections. There were sore than « few people for whem the election results 
would have the nature of « “national™ vote of confidence or no-confidence in 
the edministration’s record. The more than 8 million voters who turned out 
at the polls are considered a nusber of sufficient size to indicate a sajor- 
ity tren. 


In retrospect, the following evaluations may be made of the conditions which 
took the political parties to the 14 October outcome; 


1. Right-wing votes were divided in 1973. Justice Party defectors and 
those who switched their support from the JP represented a 2.5 sillion 
block of voters. The JP tried to round up the divided votes, but was unable 
to muster a solid block of votes against the left at the polls on 14 October. 
This time, the more leftist factions openly opposed the RPP, which in past 
years had brought «a solid block of votes against the right at the polls with 
only amall defections. The right-wing split has a rather high ~ote poten- 
tial. Although the splintering of the left is mot significant enough to 
change the balance of power in internal politics at the moment, it is s 
caution light for the RPP. It may be said that the leftist factions have 
taken a step toward developing a voting focus indepenient of the RP?. 


2. There is a silent, enlightened mass of people in Turkey who have spent 
their youthful years with their noses to the grindstone ani have devoted 
their lives to the service of the state. Ataturk raised the civil servent 
to the level he deserves in the social heirarchy. Civil servants, retired 
civil servants and their families are a 1 million-streng group of the elec- 
torete. The amount of money the Bulent Ecevit cabinets have printed anid put 
into circulation is higher than any issue since the founding of the Repuh- 
lic. Inflation has put a squeeze on the life of the civil servant end 
retired civil servant and has laid the groundwork for a feeling of anxiety 
about the future. Partisan appointments from the top down have insulted 
many public workers who lost their seniority and were transferred to — 
jobs. Shs quinand Gheseten eis Guan — — ak Ges Oe 

workers. 


Fine Words Cannot Make Economic Crisis Disappear 


3. 1979 is the first election in which the public has watched propaganda 
speeches on television. Television is a rather new ani extremely powerful 
broadcast medium in Turkey. The same amount of television time was alloted 
to all parties. The opposition parties knocked each ‘— =: in their can- 
paign speeches, but their basic goal was to win power. Those speaking on 
behalf of the eight opposition parties acted for 2 weeks as if there were an 
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actual coalition or cooperation against the RPP. The RPP stood alone against 
the vollies of mmerically superior rivals using the same weapons from right 
to left. Moreover, Bulent Ecevit's attempt “o project the image of having a 
“successful economic policy,” leaving most criticisms unanswered, was the 
wrong tactic. When discontent with the administration is widespread, rhe- 
torical cosmetics just produce the opposite result. 


Constant Price Increases instead of “Hope” 


4. In 1973 and 1977, Bulent Ecevit came before the electorate as the “leader 
of hope.” Psychological factors have a large part in the choices made by 
voters. Offering a new hope is advantageous to one who has been tried many 
times in politics. The RPP leader had promised that when he came to power 
he would quickly root out anarchy ami halt the economic crisis, pleasing 
those depending on hope. During his 2l-month administration, however, every 
new day was worse than the one before. On 14 October, the RPP tried to pass 
off as a record of sccomplishment a balance sheet fraught with the liabili- 
ties of devaluations, social unrest, inflation, waste, shortages and various 
administrative shortcomings. The electorate, its hopes dashed, reacted as 
would be expected. 


5. Since 1950, the elections in which the opposition has scored large gains 
have coincided with periods following devaluations. It has been hard for 
incumbents to win in a tense political and social climate exacerbated by 
devaluation. The statistics indicate that there may be a relationship in 
Turkey between the per capita share of national income, the foreign exchange 
value of the currency and the vote distribution. In fact, devaluation is a 
device which reduces the real national income, the results of which are, 
therefore, reflected in politics. Looking at the sbove correlation and the 
observations of a Swedish economist who discovered the relationship between 
the conjuncture and vote distribution in democracies within a time frame of 
150 years, it is possible to find a parallel in the following: 


The RPP was responsible in 1950 for the 7 September decisions. And on 
14 October, it was responsible for a series of devaluations taking place over 
a period of a year and a half. 


An Important Voter Group in the Center 


Gevgilili: Docent Erguder, what sort of new social trends are revealei by 
the 14 October elections? How may the characteristics of these trends be 
revealed in the various sectors? For example, how is the high voter turnout 
likely to be interpreted? What are the major political results of 14 October? 


Erguder: The 14 October elections will go down in Turkish political history 
as an election creating some interesting results. 


The some-76 percent voter participation despite its being a midterm election 
is close to the levels realized only in the general elections in the 1950's. 
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As for the reasons the 14 October elections are important enough to go down 
in political history, the following may be said on that: 


Political scientists had begun to say that the growing class factor in Tur- 
key, especially in the °70's, had become an important factor in identifying 
voter tremis. However, some of the empirical research done to prove this 
finding left a lot of important questions unanswered. For example, along 
with explaining that the ability of the RPP to win elections on a leftist 
platform in a metropolis like Istanbul had become an important fector in 
the class trend, there were certain questions which needed to be answered 
also. 


A study researching which of the “center, left-of-center, right- of-center” 
alternatives voters identified with in the 1977 elections showed the follow 
ings 


An important voter group is forming in the center. 
A large portion of the electorate left the question blank. 


As a result, it seems that the majority of the voters even at that tise were 
in the center and exhibited no trend to identify very closely with either 
the left or the right. 


The hypothetical results obtained by starting from here with the support of 
certain other research may be summarized as follows; 


The voter in Turkey is most often in the center. Class polarization in 
particular is not all that meaningful at the voter level. 


The gains shown by the RPP in the 1973 and 1977 elections were a re- 
flection of the new search by the voter in the center who had voted for the 
JP but had gradually become dissatisfied with the JP administration. 


The 14 October elections were an important step toward strengthening these 
scientifically unconfirmed hypotheses. 


It is understood more clearly that the support which made the RPP success 
possible in 1977 came from the center, not from the leftist platfors. 


The RPP cannot be said to have correctly evaluated this situation. Shy of 
the far left and unable to interpret correctly the left vote potential, the 
RPP was unable to give the voter in the center what he wanted. Its defeat 
in the 14 October elections may be explained as bound up in this fact. 


The 14 October elections also revealed that the parties to the left of the 
RPP still do not have a very important vote potential. 








The results in Istanbul were particularly eye-opening. If, as is sometines 
claimed in Turkey, the voting had shown a change according to the class 
spread, such an important shift of votes could not have taken place in es 
short a time as the two years since 1977. 


Covermments Must Now Take Electorate More Seriously 


Another very important res:it of the 14 October elections is the indication 
that policies implemented ‘+ the goverments in Turkey have an independent 
effect on voter preferences. Yet, in political theories on voter behevicr, 
a great deal of emphasis is usually placed on sociceconomic ani cultural 
factors, while little attention is paid to hew guch goverment policies af- 
fect the voter. 


Discovering how much goverment policy does affect the electorate in Turkey 
is an important step ahead in democratic development. 


Seciety Now in Command of Democratic Order 


The rather high voter turnout for the elections, meanwhile, say be atiributed 
as much to the electorate’s commitment to democracy despite the crisis in 
the country as to the parties’ having given the elections the air of a refer- 
emium. Troubled by anarchy, inflation and the gradual redicalization of the 
political environment, the goter voiced his concern by going te the polls. 
The political groups in pariiament as well as non-parliamentary greups ani 
associations had better give this fact its due. 


As for the impact on the future of the 14 Octeber elections... 


If we set aside the important question of whether or not the country awaits 
a political crisis in the short term, it may be that the 14 October elections 
would have positive long-term effects from the standpoint of the regise. In 
other words, the democratic order in Turkey gained new strength in the 14 
October elections. A sign went up over every ballet box for the prevention 
of anti-democratic ani anti-regime actions ami for the provision of effect- 
iveness in this area. 


Votes Not Cast for Leve of Color Alone 


The day is long gone when votes turned on the love of color alone. If, 
today, the electorate can appraise the strength of a goverment in as short 
a period as 20 months, then every incoming administration had better be auch 
more attentive to the public from now on. The electorate has ended up in 
command of the concept of “accountability,” a term which no one was even sure 
how to use before. The point at which democracy means accountability te the 
electorate has finally been understood in Turkey. This is, in fact, a happy 
circumstance. 
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The 14 October elections had better be well evaluated from the standpoint of 
the political leaders also. The public has been engaged in a continuous 
search, especially since the ‘70's. The RPP*s big success in 1973 and 1977 
had to do with the hope it brought to society in its search. Hewever, des- 
pite the hopes it reised, the RPP has been unable to answer adequately te 
society. 


Organized State Necessary 


In addition to such factors as long lines, empty cooking pots and 

ural gas shortage, the electorate has been influenced also by the state's 
inability to keep up with social and econcai 

some business with the goverrment and is to 

can't be done,” he will answer, “Why?” The public is also seeking an 
accounting of the losses to the economy caused by bureaucratic bungling. 


i 
f 


Getting the bureaucracy and the state in Turkey organized in the most effi- 
cient ganner is one of the most important problems of the day. 


This problems, too, will affect the course of the future. 
Democracy Growing, RPP Being Left Alone 


Gevgilili:s Professor Aybay, how may the social and political evaluation of 
the 14 October elections be made from the standpoint of Turkey‘s develop- 
ment dynamics and aspirations? What did those who had veted for the RPP 
expect from it? What facters in particular led them to turn their backs on 
the RPP on 14 October? What does the support obtained by Demirel end the 
JP in the context of crisis in Turkey mean? 


Aybay: The 14 October elections do, in fact, reflect the political pref- 
erences and trends of the public. The emerging tremis may be gathered 
around the following points: 


l. The first preference of society has to do with the priority of its com- 
mitment to democracy. The veter participation rate of almost 80 percent is 
an indication of this. This level of participation is rarely seen even in 
general elections in the West, where democracy is in the advanced stages. 


2. The public trend in comparison with 1977 is away from the RPP. Because 
the large majority did not get what it expected from the RPP, the party was 
unable to garner any support outside of its own loyalist vote. 


Professor Ergin pointed out the economic cuases of this result. More gen- 


erally, however, the RPP's administrative failure may be shown as an impor- 
tant reason. 
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The RPP is inclined to explain its own defeat in terms of the mess it 
inherited, the turmoil in external conditions and failure to form a govern- 
ment by itself. These raticnalizations may contain a grain of truth. But 
this does not totally vimiicate the APP. To venture to win election re- 
quires decisiveness that one will win despite all the negative factors. If 
success is not won, the result is given the name “incompetence.” And the 
election results show clearly that society does not excuse political incce- 
petence. 


Society in Turkey reflects its hopes and aspirations in its votes. Wur- 
turing the vote increases obtained by the RPP in 1977 was the hope that this 
party would be able to fulfill society's aspirations by means of the pre- 
scriptions it offered. Coming in on the promise of social democracy, the 
RPP, unfortunately, has been unable to fulfill the expectations. 


J? Much More Successful at Economic Crowth 


The RPP tried to fulfill the public's desire for reorganization and improve- 
ment, not after the manner of the hopes it hed created, but within the old 
framevork, ami it was less successful than tose who had used the old frame- 
work before. 


In this situation, it was felt that if society was going to remain with’n 
the old frarme~srcn, then the Justice Party should at least be given a chance 
as it had been guch more effective at bringing about economic growth and was 
more successful than the RPP in this framework. 


Change of Leadership in RPP? 


Gevgililis Professor Ergin, in light of the 14 October elections, what are 
the conditions under which Turkey is entering the ‘80's? What are the major 
problems or probabilities to be expected in the near future? How is Turkey 
going to get a new administration? 


Ergin: The 14 October elections changed the course of pelitics. We have 
once again the problem of a party's ability to form a cabinet that could get 
a vote of confidence without having an adequate majority in the National 
Assembly. With the balance of power in internal politics changing in a way 
that will be reflected very little in the National Assembly, new problems 
needing solutions can be expected to crop up. 


Such as: 


1. Doubtless the leader and his close circle are responsible for the RPP's 
resoumling defeat, reminiscent of 1950. It was obvious after a while that 
groups were forming in the party echelons which openly criticized govern- 
ment policy. The steps taken and decisions made also were considered incon- 
sistent among party members. Persons in authority were considered at fault 
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for the failure of economic policy, the escalation of anarchy and the spread 
of diserder. Certain politicians which the party organization supported were 
not afrvid to say, “The RPP can govern the country alone; « change of guard 
is tte 'radership is necessary.” 


Tt is impossible to guess at the moment what the status of the RPP and its 
leader will be in the near future. 


Will Bulent Ecevit's departure from the post of prime minister bring the 
leadership problem to «a head among the party echelons? Will Ecevit, like 
Willy Srandt, be content with party leadership, not taking on the prise 
ministry even if he had the chance? Might the RPP attempt « return to power 
with a coalition formula? How would the public respond to an RPP attempt to 
return to power despite the failure of its policy 7? Would the party go with 
Sulent Ecevit in a new power attempt or would the guard be = ged? Ques- 
tions of this sort about the immediate future will be answered only as 
events unfold. 


Assembly Arithmetic Reverse of Public Will 


2. In periods when it becomes necessary to put «a new face on politics, when 
the parliamentary balance has become wobbly or unrest is widespread, it is 
standard procedure in democracies to call new elections. It is not all that 
easy, however, to get a decision for new elections through parliament. In 

‘reign countries, the heads of state and govermeent are empowered to re’lace 
parliament. In Turkey, the previsiona’ suthority which the Constitution 
gives to the president lacks practical application. Moreover, not one of the 
parties has the majority to enable it to pass a new election resolution by 
itself. And, too, the national deputies do not seem inclined to replace the 
Assembly in midterm. Although the 14 October elections made it clear that 
the composition of parliament is out of tune with the national will, the 
likelihood of immediate new elections is weak. A parliament whose arithmetic 
is the reverse of the will of the people may create innumerable drawbacks. 


Parties Have No Shadow Policies 


3. The parties which ere candidates to take over power in Turkey have 
neither “shadow policies” nor “shadow cabinets.” They always say, “Let us 
form a cabinet, we will do what is necessary.” The cabinets begin their 
task unprepared. It has even happened that a ministry has been given fer 
every vote making up the shortage in parliamentary arithmetic. Ia an atmos- 
phere in which the politician was behelden to the bureaucrat and 
crat was unable to round out the politician, the economy has fal 
unresolvable crisis. To understand what a future cabinet can do under sini- 
lar conditions, it is sufficient only to look back. 
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JP-RPP Coalition, Independent Prime Minister For="'-. yvifficult 


Many people believe that the only remecy is to have a J?P-RPP coalition unfer 
an indepentent prime sinister. The advantages of « coalition of the two 
large parties are that the cabinet would be based on « broad majority, it 
could easily get legislation through parliament end would represent selcest 
three-fourths of the electorate. To be more precise, the two large parties 
would appear as partners in the price of failure or the benefits of success. 


In fact, however, an indepentent prime minister lacking leadership status 
does not have sufficient authority to ride herd on cabinet members from the 
parties, to coordinate policy end ensure harmony. The sides, ani even the 
ministers, each act as though they are performing an indepenient functicn. 
Cooperation among the ginisters sometimes goes no further than easing through 
each other's directives and making concessions if necessary. 


Im coalitions formed by two large, antipathetic groups under the prise sinis- 
try of one of the leaders, division cannot be prevented either. The World 
War Ii Liberal-Conservative coalition unfer the Liberal prime sinister in 
Britain resulted in the dissolution of the Liberal Party. 


Minority Goverment Demanis Great Secrifice 


Also, in Churchill's coalition which steered World War II te victory, the 
Conservatives get the applause and Labor got the votes. A cabinet ought to 
be either neutral or under « party leader prime sinister. It is known that 
parties which are rivale and partners at once 

from the coalition. Most of the cases ch 

to the account of the large party which gives the coal 
it weight, or both. 


As for a cabinet which one party would form by getting the support of other 

groups in a vote of confidence, I believe that in the Turkey of today, such 

a cabinet would have «a thankless job. A sinority administration's ab 

to get its bills through parliament depends on the approval of its rivals, 

ami whether it would be worth the cost to overceme the obstacles i 
es 


The party which accepts the responsibility of power 
near their peak sroun’d 1981 may be considered to have taken into account 
paying the price of power by enduring the sacrifice of ite vetes in the next 
elections. 


Myth of RPP as Only Legitimate Power Destroyod 


Gevgililis: Docent Erguder, what roads toward solution say be proposed for 
Turkey in light of the emerging trends of the social groupe and the expec- 
tations for the future? What are the possibilities for the political ari 
metic in the Assembly? Now can the political solution be detemined which 
would be best for society in the long run? 


7 
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Ereutder: The 14 October elections have a positive aspect from the standpoint 
of the democratic structure of Turkey, especially in the 1980's. 


Until the RPP came to power in Turkey in 1977, there was a feeling among the 
nation's top buresucrets end intellectuals that virtually the only “legiti- 
mate” adpinistration would be an RPP administration, ani, for whatever 
reason, a myth had grown up sreund this feeling. Yet, ayths are dangerous 
to democracy. 


The 20-month RPP administration served to destroy this dangerous syth. We 
can now get back down to earth. 





The existence of choice is fumiamental to democracy. Ani the creation of 
& mental set to the effect that enly one group or party can run the country 
better than any other is in direct conflict with democracy. 


Electoral System May Change 
As for improvements ani changes which may be necessary in the future: 


The proportional representation system adopted in 1961 had failed te preduce 


the impact expected in Turkey by 1973. Perhaps by offering the coslitions 
between 1961 and 1965 as examples, it may be suggested that this thesis is 


defective. But it must not be forgotten that 1961-65 was a time of uncer- 
tainty as to who remained heir to the DP. Although Turkey again became «6 

nation with a two major-party tradition for a while after this inheritence 
was worked out, « period of coalition governments began again after 1973. 

But because the nation has not had a great deal of experience with cosli- 

tions, it has got into an administration problem so big this time that it 

cannot get out. 


In periods of gathering crisis, coslitions cannot offer adequate solutions 
for a country like Turkey. Under these circumstances, turning to « change 
in the nation's electoral system, consideration say be given to the sajor- 
ity system practiced from 1950 to 1960 or a narrow-district sajority systes, 


and a mixed “proportional representation-majority system” as practiced in 
West Germany may be envisaged as well. 


One exigency for Turkey at this time is to go to early elections. However, 
certain parties do not seem very inclined in thie direction. In this case, 
the need once sore arises to offer certain facilities in order that new 
elections may be called. Some new constitutional arrangements may be con- 
sidered, for example. 


One of the most fundamental realities from the standpoint of the entrench- 
ment of democracy in the country from now on, meanwhile, is that the exper~- 
iments with forming « goverment by transfers not be tried any sore. 
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Pluralist Order Requires Allowing for Its Difficulties 


Gevaellili: Professor Aybay, from the standpoint of « Turkish society wish- 
ing to develop and live under more democratic conmiitions, which of its as- 
pirations have become urgent after 14 October? In the exercise of basic 
preferences and the process of turning toward institutional an’ structural 
changes in given areas, what are the principles which gust be guarded? By 
what methods may the problems awaiting solution after 14 Octoder, the pri- 
mary one being the political administration, be set on firmer paths? 





Ayday: The question which arises after the 14 October elections is: “What 
happens now?" 


This question gay be answered as follows: 
The immediate prodDlem is whet the political admini 1 stion will be. 


The lLona-tere probdDlems have to do with the polit’:s’ system, such as 
institutional and constitutional changes. 


Today it would seem more appropriste to give priority to the political ad- 
sinistration problem, which makes itself felt with all its weight. 


The proportional representation system has, in fact, hed « fundamental 
impact on political life since 1973. Perhaps the positive or negative 
aspects of this system could be debated. But the proportional represen- 
tational system dees not produce a sound political balance. In nations 
which take the pluralist democratic order as « basic way of life, occasional 
difficulties in the designation of a political edministration are natural. 


It must mot be forgotten that the political processes by which the question 
“What happens next?” has been answered before were usually neither very 
sound nor very democratic. 


Under the present system, in which the whole nation in general has made its 
wishes known in unmistakeable fashion, the electorate is saying, “You inater- 
pret the picture which is the am total of my choices am govern us accord- 


ingly.” 


After the ‘lection, however, the interpretation of the picture depends on 
those who are elected. 


Majority Rule 
As for constitutional apendeents: 


At specific choke points and especially in periods when there is « possi- 
bility of an interim regime, it may be better to authorize one specific 
suthority, the president, for instance, to intervene and call new elections. 
To create this possibility in Turkey, it would seem best to go the route of 
constitutional amendment. 


157 











However, it is also risky in the constitutional systems of the pluralist 
Gemocratic order to intreduce rules strong enough to elisinate with cne 
swift blow of the sword all political uncertsinties. For example, « rule 
stating that “a national deputy who switches parties can no longer sit in 
parliament” conflicts with the dynamics of political ani social life. 


The last word that the Constitutional can say on the matter is this: “The 
majority rules.” 


If mo group or party can get « majority on its own, what has to be done is 
to work until « majority is obtained. 


Actually, various ways were sought in order to ensure a sajority after the 
1973 ami 1977 elections and « solution of serts was finally fount. If the 
solution which emerged seems inadequate, it is always possible to look for 
something else. 


Besides, formulas or remedies valid for all societies have net yet been 
fount. Compromise, disaffection and the search for new syntheses are essen- 
tial elements of the democratic process. 


Individual moral codes are not very valid, either, in such perieds. Te 
explain it another way, moral judgments are not the major factors which 
shape politics. In the democratic st ture, enforcement of the soral code 
takes place in the election process. 


“Interim Regime” Yo Solution 


The political picture which the elections created as to what 
pected for Turkey in October of 1979 is wide open. Any previ balances 
or compromises have been wiped out. Obdvieusly, new balances and couprosi 
must be sought. Or, to put it in plain language, from now on, 

& majority will govern Turkey. Dowbtless, there will be charges, fights 
and counter charges in the course of formation of the new balances. But 
this is an essential part of democracy, « necessary iagredient. 


At a “Thinkers’ Forum” [mame given to these panel discussions} in 1973, I 
said: 


“The political process is not a novel or a movie which stops at « given 
point with « happy ending or « tragic conclusion. As long as society 
exists, this process will ge on withowt interruption, but with eccasionsl 
rough spots, to infinity. Turkish society is at one of the rough spots on 
this infinite line. This hump will certainly be got over in the or 
short term, amd society will again precee? on its way in the infinite pre- 
cess.” 
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Today, in view of the emerging picture, the principal duty falls upon the 
political parties. Seeking solutions in any other way, turning to interis 
regime possibilities for instance, is extremely harmful from the standpoint 
of Turkish democratic life. 


Trying an interiz regime will only bring the country to the thresheld of 
more difficult situations that it will be unable to get cut of. Those 
persons who consider themselves statesmen anid who are involved in politics 
must, in the knowledge of this fact in Turkey, stay away from interia regize 
experinents. 


A Success for Democracy 
Gevgilili: In conclusion, the 14 October elections revealed the follewing: 


l. The high voter turnout for the 14 October elections indicates that pud- 
lic aspirations in Turkey have crystallized enough to show the level at 
which the public identifies with the democratic rights and freedems. Society 
wants, first of all, a pelitical order which conducts itself in accordance 
with the desires and expectations of society. 


2. The political aspects of the 14 October elections came eut in the RPP‘s 
quick reversal, while the JP regained the vete potential that it had lest 
since 1969. Playing an important role in this change was the extraordinary 
nature of the shortages, long lines and high prices which eccurred during 
the Ecevit administration as a result of the economic slump, high inflae- 
tion ami preduction bottlenecks. In turning again to the Justice Party, the 
public, wanting the exact opposite of what was being offered to society, is 
expressing its yearning for a vigerous and dynamic economic development. 


3. The results of the 14 October elections will leave the demecratic 
institutions, and especially the parties which were voted fer, face to face 
with hard jobs. In the pluralist order, power may be gained only by means 
of active political compromise te ensure a majority. This sethod is the 
necessary and reliable way from the standpoint of the laws ef democracy, 
even if it sometimes takes a rather long tise and requires different stages. 


4. Another important result of 14 October from the standpoint of democracy 
in Turkey is the end of the belief that the only “legitimate” government in 
Turkey could be formed only by certain select groups or by the RPP. Demo- 
cratic life requires that the forces which gain the suppert of the public 
be able to form their own goverments. 


It may be said in light of all this that the true success of 14 October lies 
in its being a “choice” made directly by the citizenry towards entrenchment 
of democratic traditions. It is the duty of all political pewers to appre- 
ciate this. 
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INDUSTRIALISTS VOICE THEIR EXPECTATIONS OF POLITICIANS 
Instanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 11 Oct 79 p 8 


(Text] Participants in a roundtable discussion arranged in connection with 
HURPiYET's “election caravan," Nuh Kusculu, president of the Istanbul 
Chamber of Commerce; Mehmet Suhubi, member of the Administrative Board of 
the Istanbul Chamber of (Industry; and Ali Kocman, member of the TUSIAD 
[Society of Turkish Industialists and Businessmen] Administrative Bo. <d, 
explained the problems facing industry and told what they expected from 
political leaders. 


Feyyaz Berker, president of TUSIAD, was also present as guest of the panel 
and all members unanimously agreed that political stability was necessary 
in order to resolve our manifold economic problems. The industrialists, 
who state that Turkey would again enter a “preelection" period before the 
14 October elections, said that they doubted that any firm and stable 
decisions would be taken during this period. 


Appraisal by the Private Sector of the Preelection Economic Situation 


Nuh Kusculu appraised the current economic situation as follows: "At the 
present moment, the most important economic problem confronting Turkey is 
inflation and measures to halt it. Besides this, inadequacies in production 
constitute a great problem for us. Transfers cannot be made and the 

necessary money cannot be found for internal financing in the private 

sector. Credits are not coming in from abroad. Turkey was unable to make 

the necessary amount of imports during 1977 and 1978. Because of inter- 
ference with the distribution channels the black market grew, the TANSA 
[expansion unknown] and appendages are in the state they were in when created." 


Mehmet Suhubi, in explaining the current problems facing industry, said, 
"Energy is our major problem. Because our utilization of energy has declined 
for a time this problem superficially appears tu have lost its importance. 
But if the need is experienced once again, the energy problem will reemerge." 








Mehmet Suhubi also noted that with accelerating inflation both domestic 

and foreign-connected industries had encountered great difficulties in the 
procurement of raw materials. Suhubi dwelt upon the issues of inflation 
and foreign sales and the general economic balance and stated that for all 
of these reasons a stable balance had been impossible to establish in 
foreign sales. He criticized the fact that in a period calling for the 
utmost in peaceful working conditions this had proved impossible to achieve. 


Ali Kocman also in covering our problems said: "The most important problem 
facing Turkey today is the fact that hope of being able to reestablish 
economic stability within the present order is gradually disappearing. In 
order to achieve economic stability we need to have political stability. 
The resolution of the political problems is dependent upon being able to 
restore the conviction that a solution to the basic problems can be found 
within the present political order. 

“The Turkish economy at this moment resembles a plane traveling in very 
stormy weather. The private sector constitutes one part of the passengers 
in this plane. Will the plane evade this storm or will it break up? Will 
it be able to make a successful landing? Generally speaking the ¢ oblem is 
this. Specifically it is the question of the relationship which must be 
established between the private sector and the state.” 

A Message to Political Leaders from the Private Sector 


Answering 4 question regarding what emergency measures needed to be taken 
following 14 October, Nuh Kusculu listed the following suggestions: 


--"Political stability must be achieved, anarchy definitely must be prevented; 
--"The confidence of the working class in Turkish money must be restored; 
--"Inflation must be combated within the framework of a distinct program; 
--"New transfer possibilities must be assured; 

--"Debts must be liquidated; 

--"Opportuniti:s for domestic financing must be increased; 

--"An export fund must be arranged; 

--"Export insurance must be created; 

--"State and private sectors must be administered on an equal basis; 


--"KIT [State Economic Enterprises] deficits must be eliminated under a stable 
and continuing policy; 


--"Application must be made for full membership in the EEC; 


~-"Foreign capital must be admitted. 
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Mehmet Suhubi said, in answer to our questions, that he did not believe 
that any firm decisions would be taken after 14 October because another 
preelection period would then ensue. Suhubi continued in this fashion: 
“After the election Turkey must be saved according to the saying ‘We shall 
roast with our own fat!’ We must properly evaluate the manner in which 
we shall be able to make use of our own resources and foreign capital. We 
must scrutinize our energy potential with the utmost care. The literature 
of ‘bringing electricity to the villages’ must be put aside in favor of 

a realistic energy policy. We must rid ourselves of the psychosis which 
pretends we are to sell everything abroad. This psychosis and the withdrawal 
of certain goods from the domestic market are meaningless. Today the 
country has been brought to a hopeless state by decisions which have been 
taken. But I do not wish to emphasize these decisions except that they 
were taken in this period. He who brings the nation's people to 4 state 
of hopelessness lives only for his day. Now we are living in our day. 

In such a country one must take forward-looking decisions and measures. 

If one delays a little more such action may be fruitless. 


“Let us hope that the decisions which will be taken after 14 October will 
be beneficial to the economy, painful as they may prove to be." 


After 14 October the Election Economy Will Continue 


Ali Kocman, member of the Administrative Board of TUSIAD took the view that 
we would continue on an election economy period following 14 October. In 
his talk, Kocman said, “Turkey entered upon an election economy following 
the elections of 1973 and has never emerged. Elections following this 

date brought a coalitions period to Turkey. The economic policies of the 
coalition governments were those which were based upon inflationary sources. 
I am concerned that following the 14 October elections the election economy 
will increase and continue. The prime minister is saying that the present 
government will remain in power until 1981. The chairman general of the 
principal opposition party wishes to have a temporary election government 
formed and to schedule general elections in May. No matter which of our 
two leaders prevails in his wishes we shall continue in our election economy.” 


Ali Kocman, stating that our statesmen, like those of other democracies, 
must administer their country in consideration of events raking place in 
the world, went on to say: “Passing through a crisis-ridden economic 
period is not something peculiar to Turkey alone. There is an economic 
crisis in the world at large. This has its effect upon Turkey, and more- 
over we have our own structural problems. When we have explained this to 
our citizens clearly, no matter which party happens to be in power, we 
shall see the effect on the public in a more significant degree of a correct 
and realistic course of 4 tion. The fact that a month and a half ago the 
president of the Central Bank onnounced on television that transfers were 
to be opened and a few days later the prime minister announced the same 
thing in a speech and yet these transfers have not been opened shows that 
those who are administering our economic policies have been stricken with 
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an absence of policy. When the finanance minister, the minister of industry 
and the prime minister himself give con.radictory statements to the public 
it is not just the citizen that suffers injury but the democracy in which 
we live and which we try to protect. I am of the opinion that when any 
politician, even one who is motivated by a c:mcern for votes, spreads out 
openly before public opinion what is going on in the world and how 

Turkey is going to be affected by it he will obtain a positive result. I 
want to state that at the beginning of 1978 Ecevit to a large extent missed 
such an opportunity and suffered a great loss from his own standpoint. 


“What may eventuate during this period in which politics is directing 
economic decisions and this lack of system is prevailing? I think that 
this is what may happen. Turkey may fall into difficulties in trying to 
maintain an open economic regime. Turkey may find itself in the embrace 
of a closed economy, not just because a few ideologs wanted it that way 
but because Turkey could not rule itself. The maintenance of an open 
economic regime is dependent upon Turkey‘s being able to establish and 
extraordinarily delicate balance. 


“Turkey is under the influence of a number of economic events taking place 
in the world. To ignore these events and occupy ourselves in Turkey in 
striving for political advantage in the hustings by issuing a number of 
glittering economic promises is fundamentally demeaning. It is not in 
keeping with our age. As a businessman, I hope with all my heart and mind 
that our politicians will forego this course." 
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HOUSEWIVES CITE REASONS FOR DISENCHANTMENT WITH ECEVIT 
Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 1 Oct 79 pp 8, 12 


{Text ] Those who are deprived of the dishes which cannot be cooked for 
want of cooking oil are husbands and children, but the ones who are unable 
to prepare these dishes are housewives. 


The persons who are deprived of the tea which cannot be brewed because of 
the lack of bottled gas are the husbands and children, but those who are 
unable to prepare the tea are the housewives. 


Those who are waiting for hours in bottled gas lines are the housewives, 
those waiting for hours in lines for meat and cooking oil are the housewives. 


I wonder if these housewives, who have suffered “embarrassment” before their 
husbands and children and the burdensome lines for bottled gas, cooking oil 
and meat will exact a penalty from Ecevit in this election? 


“Actually we ought to penalize Ecevit in this election," said housewife 
Melahat Yurdakul, “not because we have not been able to find cooking oil 
or bottled gas but because he has not had confidence in us and has not 
spoken to us openly. 


“If, after coming to office, Ecevit, once he had studied the situation, had 
appeared on the television screen before the housewives and said, "The 
situation in the country is such and such, and therefore I ask that you 
prepare your meals without oil for the next year...let the entire nation 
lock arms and overcome these shortages and later things will get better...’ 


"In that case, if he had just said eat bread and cheese for a year, we could 
have been helpful to Ecevit," said Melahat Yurdakul, "We believed in him, 
trusted him, but he did not believe in us or trust us." 


Another housewife, Gonul Cetinakinci, said she had once “believed in Ecevit 


with all my heart,” that she had "believed in him so much that I went and 
enrolled as a CHP member." 
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CHP member Gonul Cetinakinci said that she would not even go to the polls 
now. She said, "I am not about to give the vote I am going to withhold 
from the GHP to any other party. I saw that the CHP could not do anything, 
but I also saw a lot more than that. I don't believe that the other parties 
can be of any benefit to Turkey either. We citizens have come to the point 
of not knowing which way to turn.” 


Halide Ertekin, too, said that she had “lost all faith in the parties." 


"In our crisis-ridden days we embraced Ecevit as our hope,” she said, “but 
that hope is gone now too. Now we don't know in what party and which 
individual to place our hopes." 


According to Saadet Doganca, Ecevit's biggest mistake was in coming to power 
too early. 


“Anyway it was Demirel who led the country into difficulties," she said, “If 
Ecevit had been a little patient and taken office after the people had all 
come to recognize that the person responsible for these troubles was Demirel 
then everything would have been a lot better." 


In making her forecast of the election results Gonul Getinakinci, as a GHP 
member, expressed the following views unhappily: "I don't think it is 
necessary for me to make a numerical forecast, but unfortunately after 
this election there does not seem to be much hope for the CHP.” 


Melahat Yurdakul also disclosed her views “with regret. What I fear is 

that Ecevit will abandon this affair when he sees the results of the election,” 
she said. “For whatever reason Ecevit has not been successful, but I don't 
know, would someome else have been able to succeed?” 


Halide Ertekin said that it was not very important which party won five seats. 
“Anyway it has become traditional. The two big parties may take deputies 
from each other by making transfers in accordance with procedures they have 
devisec. 


"From this standpoint the number of deputies gained as a result of this 
election doesn't have any importance. However the results do have some 
significance as an indicator of whether a government's policies have been 
approved or not." 


Saadet Doganca also touched upon the same topic, saying, "Both of the big 
parties are at the same level. Then there is the question of switching 
parties. Ina situation such as this, what is the significance of the 
number of deputies gained by one party or the other?" 


Gonul Cetinakinci's views were no different either. "Since they will bring 
about no fundamental solution to the nation's problems neither this election 
nor a general election will have any meaning," she said. In a political 
environment lacking in intellectual honest, wherein any desired number of 
deputies may be achieved by transfer, of what significance can the gain or 
loss of five deputies be?" 
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